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wins First Alpine Gold Cup ever 
awarded in Europe’s most 


gruelling Trial 


45,000 and with which Mr. Appleyard has gained 


To crown his achievements in a long series of successes, 
Trials driver Mr. Ian Appleyard has become the first 
to gain the Golden Coupe des Alpes, an award of the 
highest merit for completing three successive Annual 
Alpine Trials without the loss of a single mark. This 
outstanding feat has been achieved on the same Jaguar 


XK120 car which has now exceeded a mileage of 


over 40 awards in major International competitions. 
Measure of its reliability is emphasised by the fact that 
out cf 95 entrants only 23 cars finished this arduous 
Alpine course, out of which Jaguars gained Ist, 2nd, 
3rd and 4th places in their class, and returned’ fastest 


times of the day in five out of the six timed tests. 


Write for details to Distributors for States West of Mississippi : J A G iG | A R 


Charles H. Hornburg, Jr., 9176 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, Cal. 


Eastern States : The Hoffman Motor Car Co., Inc., 487 Park Avenue, 


XK SUPER SPORTS 


New York, 22, and at Esquire Building, South Water Street, Chicago. 
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LEADING RACE DRIVERS AND AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERS 
PRAISE THIS GREAT NEW MOLYBDENUM OIL TREATMENT! 


ris 
TRIPLE OIL EFFICIENCY! 


By merely adding a can of Auto-Moly 0S) (M | 
to your crankcase, all the oil becomes GIVES Mo Oly; denum Disul hid 
a carrier and circulates the tiny MoS2 R RE: . Power p 
Molybdenum molecules, which adhere EDUCES: 
to and protect all bearings, cylinder icti * ¢ Mileage 
walls, timing gears, etc. The Molybde- - Engine Wear 
num particles used in “‘Auto-Moly” are 
microscopically fine and are completely 
suspended by a secret process in a very ‘roller bearings.” 
fine lubricating oil. These Moly atoms out fear of Scoring tie h 
are so tiny that they pass through the systems should m ght 
average oil filter with ease. ONE bearings metas 
“AUTO-MOLY” TREATMENT ASSURES : 
ANY CAR 3,000 TO 5,000 MILES OF 
AMAZINGLY IMPROVED PERFORMANCE. 


COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE GRAPH 
Comparative critical high velocity bearing 
pressures with various lubricant agents. 


ansing oil additi 

lubricant kno Or its basic in 

-» Molybdenum Di 


num ‘ 


cylinders ang 
Power-robbing engine fri 


It contains no 


Sredient is the finest 


sulphide, imbeds 


q 
| 


SPEED PRESSURE FRICTION 


TIME RERIOD - CRITICAL 


Scale of comparisons of rotating and sliding 
pressures chow coefficient of friction with vari- 
ous lubricants. MoS» gives continuous lubrica- 
tion since it cannot be squeezed out regardless 
of pressures and is practically heat-proof. 


One can (full engine treatment) $1.00......- . postpaid $1 15 


4 cans- {over full year's supply)... ++ postpaid $4.00 
“ayto-Moly Concentrate" (Four times the strength in a volatile 
base.) Full treatment for gear boxes (steering, differential ond 
transmission) and wheel bearings, etc........- -postpaid $3.00 


Dept. MB-10, 5801 E. Beverly Bivd. 
Los Angeles 22, Calif. 
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IN A CAMSHAFT 
4 is not the answer 


A new type of aut 


UNIQUE CARS FOR SPORTSMEN 


hil, 


by Jim Earp—13 


is making its 


THE HORSEPOWER RACE 


appearance on the American scene y . the Vacation Wagon 


IS IT RIGHT? 


by John Grant—17 
by W. W. Fletcher—17 


OR WRONG? 


controversial subject 


of exotic flavor 


that go into a car? 


HENRY J CORSAIR......... 


cru's'ng speeds is good 


CHRYSLER SARATOGA... 


The Chrysler Corporation can be proud of its 
power-packed V-8 engine, a true engineering 
achievement; but what about the other components 


Two experts air their views on a highly 


CUSTOM FROM SOUTH OF THE BORDER |... by Don Pope—18 
Take a top Mexican designer’s ingenuity, stir 
in a few Buick components, mix with hand-made 
body parts, and you come up with a custom 


ee. An MT Research Report by Walt Woron—19 


...An MT Research Report by Bob Hoeppner—22 
Advertised as America’s “lowest-priced, full size 

sed=n,’’ the Henry J proved 

to be a top economy champion 


An MT Research Report by Walt Woron—24 


Packard’s new “Easamatic’ power brakes make traffic 
driving a pleasure; highway roadability at high 


WINGED V-8 CUSTOM... 


safety as well as beauty 


CLASSIC COMMENTS... 


by William D. Dailey—27 


ULTIMATES IN INTERIOR DESICN.W 29 


These winners of Motor Trend's interior design 
contest show prime concern for funct’onal 


ROAD TESTING THE ‘52 MERCURY An MT Research Report by Fred Bodley—32 


Appealing to the eye, the new ‘52 Mercury lives 
up to our technical staff's first impressions 


FIRST GAS TURBIN= CAR—THE ROVER!.. 35 
Dubbed the ““Whizzard” becau e of its deep hissing 
powerplant, Britain’s new automotive development 
may be a forerunner of things to come 


by Robert J. Gottlieb—36 


DEPARTMENTS: 
AND AT 


A recent Federal Order is causing a scramble 
for parts by the classic car enthusiasts 


LETTERS..... 


by the Editors—1 
2 


SPOTLIGHT ON DETROIT 


SELL ‘N’ SWAP 


EDITORIAL: IMPROVING OUR ROAD TEST REPORTS..................... 


by Harry Cushing—6 
8 
56 


ON THE HOUSE 


by Rollin Mack—62 
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- « « AND AT PRESSTIME 


HE PAST FEW weeks have seen a 

steady assault on land speed records 
seldom paralleled during any comparable 
period in recent history. And not only 
were records attempted, but they were 
broken as well. Running the gamut of 
these attempts have been practically every 
type of internal combustion-operated ma- 
chine on wheels, from stock sports cars, 
through intricately conceived, weirdly con- 
trived hot rods, to the special-bodied 
Goldie-Gardner MG. 

Taking things in their chronological or- 
der, we first have the record recently set 
up by a strictly stock Jaguar XK-120 
coupe, which ran continuously for seven 
days and seven nights at Montlhéry, 
France. During this time it stopped only 
for gas, oil, and repairs, covering a dis- 
tance comparable to five trips across the 
United States (16,851 miles), maintaining 
the fantastic average speed of 100.3 mph. 


Our hats are off to drivers Stirling Moss, 
Jack Fairman, Bert Hadley, and to Jaguar! | 

Lt. Col. Goldie-Gardner continues to | 
set new records with his streamlined MG | 
(this time powered by an experimental 
six-cylinder, single-overhead camshaft, su- 
percharged engine built for Class E—g1.5 
to 122 cubic inches—competition). Dur- 
ing the month of August at the famed 
Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah, he set three 
new international records and five new 
American records. These times, as certified 
by the AAA, were: International—143.23 
mph for s0 km; 147.39 for 50 mi.; and 
148.72 for 100 km; American—155.70 for 
25 km, 155.17 for 25 mi., 155.07 for 50 
km, 1§4.9§ for 50 mi., and 154.98 for 75 
km. He was on his way to establishing 
new records, when at the speed of 157 
mph, he spun for an estimated distance of 
2000 yards, straightened out, only to hit 
the four-mile marker. This marked the end 
for him. 

Although we have no official confirma- 
tion on the report received from our man 
who keeps his ear to the ground to hear 
the rumble of passing cars, we are quite 
certain he heard correctly. Sometime be- 

(Continued on page eight) 
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extra 


oil level. And, when he changes oil, 
he bankson Mobiloil to back up his 
service—the improved Mobiloil 
with new detergency for really 
heavy duty. 

For satisfying assurance that 
you'll always be in the parade, rely 
on the extra friendly, extra help- 


riendly service 


You'll never have to worry about holding up the parade when 
you do business with your friendly Mobilgas Dealer. 

He knows that giving trouble-free, economical performance to 
your car makes his business hum, brings him new customers. So 
he pays attention to the little things that are important to you... 
a professional squint at the water level in the battery...a question 
about the air pressure in the spare tire...a good second look at the 


ful, extra skillful service of the 
Mobilgas Dealer near you. 


GENERAL PETROLEUM CORPORATION 
CONVERTING NATURE'S GIFT FOR BETTER LIVING 
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DUAL MUFFLER SETS al — Tone” 
— Back pressure is reduced up to | 


50%—by having 2 exhaust 
systems instead of 1. Com- 
plete with all pipes, two steel- | 
pack Mufflers, Brackets, etc. | 
~ For Fords & Mercs....* 18.95 

(Dual side tailpipe, $5 extra) | 
For Olds, Stude & 


Cadillac 


DUAL MUFFLER KITS 7 


SAVE! Same set as above—less mufflers & 
T.P. Simply add another stock muffler and | 


tailpipe to your Ford or Merc. for a quiet, 


yet efficient duet system. $9.95 | 
CUSTOM 


alanced System 
DESIGNED 10 GIVE... At 


@ More Power 

@ Better Mileage 
| @ Less Back Pressure 

@ Deep Throbbing Tone 
| Tests shew up to 15% horse- 

power increase! 

Set includes: Pair of Alm- 
| quist Headers, set of Exten- 

sions from headers to muf- 
flers, two Hollywood Steel- 
Packed Mufflers, left side 
Tailpipe & Brackets. 

EASY TO INSTALL 


1937-52 Chevrolet........§ $59.50 
er $69.50 

(Any set without mufflers 
$10 less) 


“Finest Steel-Packed Muffler’ 
DEEP MELLOW THROBBING PURR! 


STEEL-PACKED Straight-Thru design  mini- 
mizes back pressure! Outlasts 3 to 5 ordinary | 
muffiers. No finer muffler at any price! 
SPECIAL— | 
For ALL CARS . 


f HEADER KITS — $9.95 


SAVE 50%! Kit includes three | 
180° Bends, Collector Pipes, | 
EXHAUST CUT-OUTS 


six Flanges & easy instruc- 
Install special pipes without popening original | 
n. 


tions for assembling your 
own headers! 

muffler. Control tone from dash butto: 

Heavy Steel—Easy to Install... $6.95 | 


$ DISCOUNT COUPON $ 
Mail this coupon for $1 credit 
against any order of $10 or more! 
Enclosed find $.................... 
Please RUSH the following: 


O Ship C.O.D. 


“Satisfaction Guaranteed” 1 
Specify Car & Year 


ENGINEERING 


Milford 44T, Pa. 


Dealers Wanted 


FINGER TREAD NOT NEW IN GERMANY 
Gentlemen: 

I couldn’t miss the article in the July is- 
sue on “Latest Trends in Tires,’ by Jim 
Potter. I thought that you would like to 
know that the non-skid tire design as men- 
tioned have been mass-produced here in 
Germany since at least 1949 and to the 
best of my knowledge before that time. This 
new design has been saving many lives of 
European drivers for many years. I guess the 
only reason it took certain companies so long 
to come out with this finger tread is that 
more businesses worry more about a few 
cents than a few lives. 

Pvt. Bernard R. Barteau 
Hersfeld, Germany 
We are doing additional research on tires 
and hope to give our readers a comprehen- 
sive report on this motoring problem in the 
near future.—Editor 


ULTRA PACKARD DESIGN 
Gentlemen: 

After viewing the Packard Pan-American 
in the June issue, it seemed to me that some 
of the traditional Packard forms could be 
worked into a sports car design so the car is 


unmistakable. Maybe this would be going a 
little too far, but it’s an idea, anyhow. This 
theme would emphasize the new V-8 engine, 
also. 


Archer L. Malott 

Macedonia, Ohio 
For more on the Packard, see our road test 
on the ’52 model in this issue, page a4. 
—Editor 


CUSTOMIZED HUDSON FROM PURDUE 
Gentlemen: 

Personally, I am an avid fan of your mag- 
azine as are the other members of our 
organization, The Purdue Auto Club. I espe- 
cially praise the work you are doing to in- 
form the public on the true nature of our 
sport. 

Our club was organized last winter at 
Purdue University and is one of the first of 
its kind in a college located in this section. 
To date we have held one large event, this 
being a Reliability Run. It was a great suc- 
cess and created quite a stir around campus 


to the extent that several stuffy professors 
sat up to take notice. 

Enclosed is a photo of a member’s car. It 
is a ’51 Hudson Pacemaker and has been 
customized to the extent of a ’51 Dodye 
grille, frenched headlights, taillights in bump- 
er, filled seams, general dechroming, and a 
25-coat paint job topped off with three coats 
of clear enamel. The car was entered in the 
’52 Indianapolis Custom Car Show, and 
showed up very well as a conservative cus- 
tom. The owner, Harry Jenkins, did most of 
the work himself, so the club is rightfully 
proud of him. 

Jack C. Simons 

Kirkwood, Mo. 
Customized Hudsons are rather rare. This 
one looks good to us.—Editor 


INSURANCE AND RELEASES 
Gentlemen: 

I have enclosed my renewal subscription 
for the next two years and I would like to 
comment on the article “Don’t Let This Hap- 
pen To You” by Eugene Jaderquist. 

{ had a rather bad accident last January 
and as I carry my automobile insurance with 
one of the most reputable insurance com- 
panies in the US., I had no trouble at all 

(Continued on page four) 


This Month's Cover 


Our cover artist, Rey- 
nold Brown, has cap- 
tured the feeling of a 


forward Jeep is ideal 
for chasing game 
ever rough ground. 


The small picture is a 
reproduction of 
winner of MOTOR 


- contest. For other 
28. 


THE HORSEPOWER RACE—Is it Right-or Wrong? 


[x] MOTOR TREND Subscription Dept. 
5959 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND 


subscriber for: 
One year—$3.00 Two yeors—$5.00 


Name 


Street 


City State 


l enclose: [J] cash [] check money order 


winners, see page 
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EW! arnoit Custom-Tailored MG Tops in 3 STYLES 


Let it rain—let it snow! You’ll be comfortable and dry under 
one of these snug-fitting Arnolt Tops. Custom-tailored for 
1948-51 TC or TD MG’s in three styles—the Flying Scout 
with triple window (as on car)—and the single window 
and open view window styles as shown in sketches. 
Available in special fabric, in black or tan, or in the 
amazing new ARNOCOLOR material! ARNO- 
COLOR is a scientifically formulated combina- 
tion of many coats of non-porous vinyl over 


special treated fabric. Lasts up to three times 
as long as fabric! Color-matches your car. 
Can be cleaned with rest of car . . . unaffected 
by soapless detergents! Available in five 
colors in all three top styles: Blue, Maroon, 
Green, Black and Tan. 


More Comfortable 


Falling leaves portend falling temperatures. Take heed! 


with top up. 


Windwing-Windscreen 
Combination 

Ideal as windwings, fully 
adjustable and non-rat- | 
tling. Convert instantly to 
fascia mounting as aero or 
racing windshield. Chro- 
mium-plated fitting and 
knurled adjusting screws. 
With wrench, complete. 


Arnolt Sports Car Heater 
The first 12 volt heater de. more enjoyable. Write for the new 1952 Arnolt 


signed specifically for sports 
cars. Continuous and adjust-  Autocessories full line catalog and the name of 


able draft of warm air permits : 
top-down driving on chilly fall the nearest Autocessories dealer. (Please enclose 


days and unmatched comfort pets 
in rigorous winter weather 25¢ to cover cost of mailing.) Address Dept.1OMT 


Be smart! Be comfortable! Equip your sports car now with these Arnolt 
Autocessories! Their classic styling will further enhance the 


distinctive appearance of your vehicle. Their efficient 
performance will make driving in any weather 


Imported MG 

Luggage Rack 
keeps the tonneau free | 
of luggage for greater | 
comfort on Jong trips. | 
Gleaming chrome finish. 
Also available in enamel 
finish. Complete with 
fittings for easy instal- 
lation. 


Autocessories, Ltd. Division of 

WARSAW, INDIANA,.U. Arnolt Corporation 
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ENGINEERS 


You are invited to write or call 
regarding positions in new, long- 
* range projects at Northrop 
Aircraft, Inc. 


Engineering and scientific per- 
sonnel are carefully selected by our 
organization. If you qualify for 

a position, you can be proud 

of your place on an engineering 
team that has made aeronautical 
and scientific history over a 
period of many years. 


Our work is both interesting and 
diversified. Exceptional oppor- 
tunities now exist in aircraft design 
and development, aircraft 
production, and certain vitally 
important, guarded projects. 


If you possess engineering or 
scientific training or skill . . . if 
you wish to participate in 

and grow with the progress of 
pilotless and manned flight, 
electronics, optics, and servo- 
mechanics . . . if you wish to locate 
permanently in Southern Cali- 
fornia, write today for further 
information. Please include an 
outline of your training and 
experience. 


Travel allowance for qualified 
personnel. 


Address correspondence to: 
DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING 


NORTHROP AIRCRAFT, INC. 
1067 E. Broadway, Hawthorne 
(Los Angeles County) 
California 


Four 


LETTERS 


(Continued from page two) 

with the three bids for the repair job. My 
car, a 1951 Oldsmobile 98 sedan, finally 
went back to the dealer from where it was 
purchased for the repair work and there the 
trouble began. The dealer, a reportedly rep- 
utable (?) dealer, forced me to sign the re- 
lease for the car before trying it out. It was 
raining cats and dogs, dark as a pocket out- 
side, so what could I do? The car has shown 
so many defects that it is agony to drive it 
anywhere so I called the insurance company 
that I was cancelling out all my insurance 
because of the release situation and they 
forced the outfit to take some measures of 
repair, but the car is still a sad piece of 
metal. 

How about a little pressure where it 
would do the most good! Make all insurance 
companies let the policy holder have about 
10 days before signing the release or paying 
the $50.00 portion due on the deductible 
side of the policy? I think that this would 
protect the honest and upright insurance 
companies from such swindlers as the large 
reputable (?) dealer. 

Arthur M. Webb 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Any other suggestions?—Editor 


VINTAGE RACE CAR IDENTIFIED 
Gentlemen: 

The Cadillac racer pictured on the cover 
of last month’s issue of Motor Trenp is 
a 1913, not a 1902 model. This car is one 
of the number of race cars in the large col- 
lection of automobiles owned by Lindley F. 
Bothwell. It is still capable of speeds in 
excess of 90 mph. 

Your statement on page five concerning 
Ann Ulcht is over-optimistic. Ann is seated 
in the Stauffer Chevrolet, not standing be- 
side it. 

Robert Gottlieb 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
Since gimlet-eyed Bob Gottlieb is so sharp in 
his oldtime car identification and also because 
he knows antiques and classics as well as he 
does, we have decided to charge him with the 
responsibility of turning out our monthly col- 
umn of Classic Comments. We know all of 
you classic car fans and antique car fanciers 
will welcome the return of this department. 
See page 36 for the first article on this fasci- 
nating subject —Editor 


PRODUCT TESTING REPORTS 
Gentlemen: 

I was much interested in your editorial, 
“Statement of Policy” in the August issue. 
The “Car Owners Magazine” should expose 
products that are not what is claimed for 
them—“particularly if we think it obvious 
that the manufacturer of that product knows 
better and that he is trying to foist some- 
thing over on the public.” You say, further 
along, that “as the months go by, it will be 
increasingly important that we continue this 
attitude, for we are going to do more and 
more product testing.” 

I purchased a 1951 Studebaker V-8, auto- 
matic drive, a year ago last April, and I got 
interested in auto magazines when it was 


called to my attention that your magazine 
featured an article on this car in your June 
issue. 

I have just re-read the article. In the light 
of experience with this car for over a year 
since then, I can say that the statements in 
that article are quite complete and accurate, 
Certainly your monthly ratings on automo. 
biles (MT Research Reports) will be of im- 
measurable value to your readers—enabling 
them to know more about their own cars and 
providing most useful information when se- 
lecting new cars. 

There is one thing I particularly wanted 
to ask about, which has some bearing on 
your “Statement of Policy” announcement. | 
had read about Auto-Liqui-Moly in your 
magazine and was about to send for a can, 
when I noticed a statement in another auto 
magazine that to get satisfactory results with 
this product it was necessary to bypass the 
filter for some 500 miles so that the particles 
would properly get into solution. 

On page 58 of your May issue, you call 
attention to Ernie Newhouse being named 
California Distributor for this product. There 
you say: “Moly particles will pass through 
‘greasy metal’ lubricating qualities.” 

On page 50 of your April, 1952 issue 
you state: “Our editors are planning an Ac- 
cessory Trial in the near future on ‘Auto- 
Liqui-Moly’ under a unique arrangement 
with its manufacturer, Mill River Products, 
Inc. If the tests are unsatisfactory, and the 
results are confirmed by a subsequent testing 
under Mill River direction to insure fair 
trial, the company will take the product off 
the market and allow publication of full de- 
tails of the trial.” 

Isn’t the “near future” about up by 
now so that you can either endorse or not 
endorse the claims of the manufacturer of 
this product? I probably will have to keep 
my car for quite some time (I am a retired 
man, 68 years of age) and want to be sure 
of the kind of lubricant I put in the engine. 

The Mill River Products ad on page 15 
of your August issue pictures a can on 
which is stated: “Makes vour oil 300 per 
cent more efficient.” If I could be assured of 
150 per cent greater efficiency, I would 
think it worth using. 

I would greatly appreciate any informa- 
tion you can give me as to tests which may 
have been run on this product. 

Robert J. McCutcheon 
‘Pueblo, Colorado 
You are right; our report on this product is 
long overdue. Tests are about completed and 
the MT Research report will appear in out 
November issue —Editor 


YOUNG INVENTOR ASKS AID 
Gentlemen: 

I am 13 years old. I have been reading 
your magazine for three years. I go to the 
auto races whenever I can. I think that I 
have invented a new type hi-speed headers 
for V-8s and straight 8s too. 

I am writing you this because I need a 
backer for my invention. I would like you 
to publish this letter in your next issue of 
Motor TREND, so that I might get a backer. 
Thank you for reading my letter. 

Fred Michina 
Chicago, Ill. 
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J Nile-O-Meter is a quality-designed 
gauge with a highly calibrated dial 
that faithfully registers miles-per-gallon 


issue 
an Ac- 


Sy 
Wr 


‘Auto- 
ment! | at every speed and driving condition. 
ducts Mile-O-Meter also serves as a constant 2 
nd the Ce check on motor condition, warning when 
— minor adjustments are necessary to prevent 
ict off 4 costly repair bills . . . adjustments and 
ild-a @ tune-up jobs that you can do yourself with 
Mile-O-Meter! It’s the most important invest- 
p by ment that you can make for overall driving 
ole economy .. . Mile-O-Meter pays for itself over 
hell and over again! Installation is simple . . . fits all 
etired cars ... no holes to drill . . . takes only a few 
> sure minutes. 


YOU'LL REALLY SAVE WHEN YOU 


ngine. ORIVE BY INSTRUMENT INSTEAD 


ao 

ON YOUR DASHBOARD! INSTALL MILE-O-METER 
aa YOURSELF IN A FEW 
ed 0 


= | ~ UTES. NO HOLES TO DRILL! 


Cut Mileage Costs! Mile-O-Meter Shows You How! By keeping 
@ constont check on the “pulse” of your car, Mile-O-Meter 
accurately measures the manifold vacuum and “translates” 
this important information to you by an easy-to-read cali- 
brated dial. You SAVE because you know how your engine is 
performing .. because you know when you're wasting 


vould 


yrma- 
may 


gasoline unnecessarily. 


$148 = 


35%" dio Pod Fed. 
. Tax incl. 


Fed Tox incl. 


Order from GALE HALL ENGINEERING Dept. 250 
107 Northampton St., Boston 18, Mass. 


Please send ...Deluxe... Standard Mile-O-Meters at $........... 
Name \= 


INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


ed a 

you Address 

e of moil anywhere in the U.S.A. on the F 

cker. day order is received. Absolute City State FR, E ! My Pon 
nonay-beck guarantee, Al} necessary Check enclosed C.0.D. [] Gift Wrapped (free)  torist's Manual ond 

na Send check or M. O. shipped prepoid {odd 35¢ for special 


delivery). C.0.0.°5 accepted (plus postage). 


“end October 1952 Five 


| 
Reg. US. Pot. OF. / “Uy 
0 4— BECAUSE THE ppp 
RIVE ECONOMIC e-0-METER Gury 
CAUS SH 
Pe) 
MANCE T mot 7 
25, 
suit 
4 
We Drive By WMite-O-Meter... K—O 
Mile O-Meter is greatl endfese ond 
fecommend it to every motorist.” lee 
| who’ isn't these days!) is Stondord 
Benett . . . and thousands 4 | 
ders Q } 
=f | 
% 


ETROIT, MICHIGAN—Impact of 
last summer’s devastating 53-day 


™ steel strike is being felt in the automobile 


| industry now! While not as completely 
crippling as originally feared, the long-term 
results of the tremendous dispute are very 
likely to be noticed throughout the winter 
and well into spring. Delay in bringing out 


: 1953 models, possibility of higher prices, 


and the chance of temporary car shortages 
are the most predictable effects at this 
time. 

At least three companies planned to 
bring out new models in October. When 
production stopped, these unveilings were 
shoved back a month. The rest of the in- 
dustry is in the same position, and now it 
appears that the parade of new cars will 
get under way in November, continuing 
through February. 

Many auto experts are speculating these 
days on the imminence of another round 
of car price increases. It arises from the 
higher cost of steel, and the fact that other 
manufacturing charges are still heading up- 
ward. In addition, a number of the new 
cars will show really major engineering and 
styling changes, which were costly to de- 
velop. There is also a feeling in Detroit 
that car buyers will find it difficult to get 
certain ’53 styles for some months after 
they are introduced. The situation is ex- 
pected to be temporary, however, and tied 
to the flow of steel from the mills to the 
assembly lines. 

Despite these problems, long-range pro- 
duction forecasts point towards a near 
record year ahead, with output really 
starting to roll in the second quarter and 
continuing at a high ra*e to the end of the 
’*53 model run. Under plans being worked 
out between government agencies and the 
industry, there is a reasonable expectation 
for car output eventually to hit a rate of 
between five- and six-million units a year. 


HORSEPOWER RACE CONTINUES 

News seeping out of various auto plants 
indicates that the scramble for ever higher 
advertised bhp has not yet run its course. 
Cadillac, Olds, Lincoln, and Chrysler will 
be in the forefront of the contest. 

From Lansing, Michigan, comes word 
that the new Oldsmobile will boast an en- 
gine with an 8:1 compression ratio, and 
higher horsepower. Cadillac’s big news is 
reported to be a 200 to 220 bhp engine. 
Other interesting changes on this car in- 
clude larger tailpipe exhausts, a functional 
rear fender scoop to supply air to the op- 
tional air conditioning unit, and a front 
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Ominous-looking plastic dummy is a model 
of the average-sized American male. Dum- 
my is used by Ford Motor Company in de- 
signing and testing auto seats, armrests, 
head and leg room, and size of interiors 


seat in convertibles and hard tops which 
pivots at the center to let passengers in or 
out of the rear seat. 

The almost insurmountable problem of 
acquiring new production tools has caused 
both Mercury and Ford to postpone intro- 
duction of ohv engines next year. Original- 
ly planned for *52 models, they will not 
appear until 1954 at the very earliest. 

Lincoln. however, will boost its ohv en- 
gine to between 190 and 200 bhp to stay 
in a competitive position. It wi/l not be 
accomplished by means of an extra per- 
formance kit and dual mufflers as is cur- 
rently being rumored in some sections of 
the country. 

Chrysler 180 bhp “FirePower” engine 
is also slated for higher power. Indications 
are that it will top the 200 mark. Another 
Ghia car is currently being shipped from 
Italy to Chrysler. This is the sixth Chrys- 
ler of this type; first, there were the Farina 
Chrysler, the K-310, the C-200, and two 
limousines. The new car was done entirely 
by Ghia—his own conception, whereas the 
previous ideas were supplied by Chrysler 
stylists. The new Chrysler is a five-pas- 
senger job. 

It is reported that Chrysler will enter 
the sports car field in 1954. A Windsor 
chassis has been sent to Ghia and the 
transformation is being made by Siata. 
The car will have a Chrysler engine. 

In view of the expected V-8 for Chevro- 
let within the next year or two, and Ford’s 


improving powerplant, Plymouth is seri- 
ously engaged in developing a new engine. 
When it will appear no one yet knows, but 
under study now is a V-6, with a Lancia 
serving as one model for it. Object of 
Plymouth engineers is to develop a short 
crankshaft for rigidity. 

Wire wheels are being released as op- 
tional equipment for ’53 Dodges which 
will provide better cooling of brakes. The 
new Dodge V-8 is expected to be put to a 
real test next year by Italian driver Piero 
Taruffi. Negotiations are under way for 
him to acquire one of the 140-bhp cars 
and pilot it in the Mexican Road Race. 

There is talk in Detroit auto circles of 
the new tubeless tires becoming standard 
equipment on all cars by 1954. At least 
one company is expected to introduce 
them next year. Among the advantages 
claimed are better riding qualities, and 
greater blow-out protection due to more 
efficient heat dissipation. 


RESEARCH BACK OF °53 CARS 


Months and years of unusual research 
and testing practices lie behind the intro- 
duction of a new car model. Typical of the 
exacting studies carried on within the in- 
dustry are projects developed by Ford and 
Oldsmobile for their ’53 lines. 

Ford designed a plastic seating dummy 
to the absolute specifications of the aver- 
age American male. Proportioned accord- 
ing to the Army’s World War II physical 
records, the “average man” weighs 1644 
pounds, has a height of 5 feet, 9 inches. 
He is used by Ford in the designing and 
testing of auto seats, armrest, head and 
leg room, and size of interiors. 

With size of arms, legs, fingers, calf and 

(Continued on page ten) 


Carburetor on left takes on new appear- 
ance. Designed for use on DeSoto V-85, it 
is smaller, lower, weighs less than old model 
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a if you “wore” your car like a suit of armor... instead of rattling around 
shod in it like an egg in a crate. . . you'd be surer of seeing the millennium, Mr. 
| Motorist. Traffic enforcement, driver education, highway engineering have 
focused attention on motor accident causes—will do much to eliminate them; 

*S OP- BF all too few of us have given attention to injury 
which causes. The two are not synonymous... “a blind 
» The § intersection may be the cause of an accident—the 
oe ° intersection does not cause a skull fracture.” Here’s 
—— a summary of the case by William W. Harper, 
y for noted physicist: “Rather than ‘strap on’ the vehicle 


Rec ard take advantage of its protective armor in a 
; crash, the motorist watches the vehicle crash rela- 
es of tively slowly to a stop and then dashes himself 
dard violently to pieces against its interior! This makes 
least no sense at all, but it is still standard practice after 
aa 50 years of automotive accident history.” 
and So, we repeat, what will it be . . . intelligent insur- 
more ance of that human freight or a blind gamble with 


a loose package? And about that “EggHead”.. . 
we intend no offense to good eggs or motorists; we 


iS . like both and would like to keep them intact! 
arc 
tro The simple and sound way to increase your motor- 
the ing life expectancy (as our insurance friends say) 
_ in- is to install PCA Safety Belts in your car! 
and PCA BELTS ARE THE ONLY KNOWN ADVERTISED 
AUTOMOTIVE BELTS WHICH CONFORM TO 
my C.A.A.’S TECHNICAL STANDARD ORDER C-22A 
ver- . . . WILL WITHSTAND A LOAD OF 2,850 LBS. 
rd- AROUND THE HUMAN BODY. INSIST ON THIS 
STANDARD. 
ical 
434 
PCA B 
rown elts a 
ind the hazard of being thy second to fortable—take 1 
th Move— 0 
ind ts reduce at lovely NOT S€conds to 
pcA Be indshield. All metal i” the picture—p 
d agains! the hae at from being thrown Urnished ect trean ory muss.) THES! (Check 
cupa nylon ighly ed for max; 
vent any oc Ond is ag; Polished 4;,). ximum 5+ 
pcA Belts pre Models for both to 
{ain t r I in 
gut onto the pavemel tor the driver re ack for the ron 
ck seat © driver seat sh, 
ake 1 possi \lision. color. needs on and one f Should hay 
control of e Foon, green and black choice of 
514” front seat belt (each) 
$15” rear seat belt (each) 
And the Monarch Belt—same choice of colors—same 
protection—in cotton webbing—Special Price........ $1095 
Someday your legislators will insist on such protection, your insurance companies will reduce rates in deference 
to its use; will you wait till body d ds that you protect yourself? 
* We've saved a lot of broken heads . . . we'd like to add yours to our collection. 
4 
4872 Venice Blvd. Los Angeles, California WYoming 6638 
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In the Midwest .. . 


See ARNOLT 


for 

MG 

RILEY 

MORRIS 

DAIMLER 
BENTLEY 

ROLLS ROYCE 
Sales * Service 
Accessories * Parts 


- ARNOLT, INC. 


DISTRIBUTOR 
415 East Erie Street * Chicago II 


Liberal trades... 
Financing arranged if desired 


Custom-Made 


Your ayy Car 


ARNOLT I2-VOLT 


assures quick cold-weather starting and long, 
dependable service. 

@ Plates of antimonial lead and pure 

grain oxides 

@ Rubber and glass mat insulation: 

@ Leok-proof cell covers 

@ 75 ampere power capacity 

@ 18-month guarantee 


@ Supplied with standard wet charge 
or at slight additional cost dry- 
charged for indefinite storage. 


See at your dealer’s. Write for free circular! 


Autocessories, Ltd. 


DEPT. IOMT, WARSAW, INDIANA 


Division of 


ARNOLT CORPORATION 
Eight 


- « « AND AT PRESSTIME 
(Continued from page one) 


tween when Lt. Col. Goldie-Gardner left 
Bonneville and before the hot rods took 
over with their fourth annual National 
Speed Trials, a prototype of the ’53 Lin- 
coln (200 bhp ’53 engine in a ’52 chassis) 
began buzzing around the 1o-mile course. 
Before it had stopped, it had astounded 
everyone by not only turning 117 mph for 
one mile, but by keeping up an average of 
115 mph for 100 miles! We'll venture to 
guess that whatever rear axle was used in 
this car, a lower one will be used in the 
production model, thereby giving a lower 
top speed, but more fuel economy. 
During the third week of August, hot 
rodders from all over the country began 
to assemble at the Bonneville Salt Flats 
for their annual get-together, sponsored 
jointly by the Southern California Timing 
Association and Hot Rod Magazine (also 


a Trend’ publication). What phenomenal 
speeds came out of this week of speed! 

Not only did they break records previ- 
ously established in all classes, but one 
streamlined hot rod smashed Auto Union’s 
long standing (since 1939) international 
record of 219 mph. This car, driven by 
Bill Kenz of Denver, flashed across the 
salt flats at an average speed of 244.66 
mph to win the Class D national cham- 
pionship speed trophy. He now hopes to 
run under AAA sanction, so that his rec- 
ord can be certified as an official FIA 
world record. 

Bill Burke took the Class O streamliner 
win, reaching a speed of 136.9 mph. Tom 
Beatty reached a speed of 191.175 mph in 
the Lakester Class D category. Other 
wins: Ray Brown, Class C Lakester, 197 
mph; Alex Xydias and Clyde Sturdy, 
Class B Lakester, 181.085 mph; this same 
team also won the Class A run with 
152.43 mph. —The Editors 


Editorial 


Improving Our Road Tests 


E OF THE MOST frequent items 

that we editorialize on are our road 
tests. We have good reason to do so, since 
road tests are the mainstay of Motor 
TREND. We are always striving to improve 
them and trying to make them mean more 
and more to you, both as readers and as 
potential car buyers. 

Over the period of the last two months, 
the Motor Trenp Research team has 
tested eight cars. You can’t test as many 
cars as this (and as varied in style, price, 
and performance as they were) without 
thinking a little about the value and merit 
of our testing procedure. Nor can you 
write as many reports as we have about 
these cars without feeling that in some in- 
stances you are getting repetitious, and 
that in others you may not be drawing a 
positive-enough conclusion on the car. 

Up to now we have been doing what we 
feel has been right—analyzing each car 
from all of its aspects (ride, acceleration, 
handling, top speed, braking and fuel con- 
sumption), criticizing those items we felt 


could be improved, lauding those of par- 
ticular merit. Possibly we are, or have 
been, over-critical because of our personal 
likes and dislikes. Because of the fact that 
we, as individuals, like a car with handling 
qualities, acceleration, and a top speed 
bordering on sports car performance, per- 
haps we are letting this feeling influence 
our otherwise objective viewpoint. This 
we cannot allow to happen. 

You can help us avoid this, if you will, 
by answering the questions listed at the 
bottom of this column. This will give us 
a cross-section of what our car-owning 
readers like and don’t like about cars, and 
to what use they put them. We need to 
know the answers to such questions as the 
type of car you use, why you bought it, if 
you would buy it again and your driving 
habits. We would greatly appreciate your 
taking a couple of minutes right now to 
fill out the questionnaire and mail it to: 
The Editor, Motor TREND, 5959 Holly- 
wood Boulevard, Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


—Walter A. Woron 


. ROAD TEST QUESTIONNAIRE 


2. Why did you buy it? 


Acceleration...... 


Economy of Operation.......... Same make in family for 


3. Would you buy the same make again?...... Why? 


Combination. ... 
5. What do you use car for? 


City driving........ Cross-Country........ I 


Mountains........ Combination........ 


I 

I 

I 

I 

4. What are your driving habits? Fast....Medium....Slow.... 

I 

! 
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Leading drivers know the value of 
precision engineered equipment. According 
to Ruttman (Indianapolis Winner) 
“Clark Header equipment 

always wins its share of competition events. 


turdy, 
sana They are swell for ‘every day cars. 
with 
ale Power plus speed plus economy can be yours 
— by the use of the proper equipment. Clark 
Headers will immediately give your car in- 
creased horsepower, overall performance— 
additional gas mileage and speed. Will give 
your car longer “ping-less” motor life. Check 
| the low prices on guaranteed products. You 
a can’t “Buy Wrong” from the Clark Header Co. 
a CLARK BALANCED 
dling TWIN EXHAUST SYSTEMS 
peed Complete with all necessary parts and easy to follow instructions. 
per- Clark Balanced Twin Exhaust System $ 
ence for Ford and Merc. 1935-51. Only. *50.00 
This OLDSMOBILE— 


CADILLAC— 
68.50 


Other 
All ’48......68.50 HEADER SETS 


Clark Headers are guaranteed to be the best. 


Easily, Quickly Installed— 
Guaranteed High Quality—Low Prices. 


Mercurys — Only $27.50 
Special Chevrolet 1932-51.................. 34.50 
Cadillac (incl. extensions) 49-51........ 40.00 


CLARK LOWERING BLOCKS. 


The finest lowering blocks in the U.S. Mfgd. from high-grade aluminum alloy. Will not 
crack under any weight. Very easy to install. No heating, welding or cutting required. 
Lower center of gravity for increased “customized appearance” and safety at high speed. 


LOWERING BLOCKS FOR ALL CARS 
Ask Your Dealer for 


mare 3" Clark Header Equipment 
Chev. $3.00 $3.50 $5.00 or ORDER DIRECT. 
All others 3.50 4.00 5.00 FREE illustrated catalog 
Wide Springs 4.00 on request. 


On orders for Moudure, Lowering Blocks, Balanced Twin Exhaust Systems, specify year, make and 
model. Include 50% deposit for C.O.D. orders. ORDER TODAY for immediate delivery. 


7018 Firestone Blvd. 


Dept. 
OWNEY, CALIFORNIA 
TOpaz 2-7784 
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CUSTOMIZE YOUR CAR : 
with a CONTINENTAL KIT 


SPECIAL! Ford-Chevy Economy Kit $24.95 complete 


light, safety lock bly, wheel 


ALSO DE LUXE CONTINENTAL KITS 
Kit is complete with drop center gravel pan, full metal tire cover, 
remote control lock release, chrome welts, special hub cap, license 


ting bracket, bumper ex- 


Kaiser $134 
Mercury (51-52) 


STOP 
GAS WASTE WOES 


with a Fuel 
Pressure 


Regulator 


MANY USERS CLAIM 
UP TO 25% BETTER MILEAGE as 
this revolutionary new accessory 
stops gas waste caused by fuel 
pump pulsation. It eliminates carburetor overflow: 
ing and fuel ‘surge.’ Stops the annoyance and 
danger of motor cut-out, vapor lock and perco- 
lating. It pays for itself ten-fold with gas savings, 
by eliminating frequent carburetor adjustment and 
by reducing engine & carburetor wear. Fits all 


cars and trucks. 
Postpaid (or send $1.00, balance C.O.D. $5.95 


No Skip, 


Buck or Miss 
with 50 Ball 
Bearing 


DUAL POINT 
BREAKERS 


Increased cam dwell time and longer coil sat- 
uration make this plate produce a fatter spark 
. . . boosting mileage, power and performance. 
Features “super” size dual tungsten points. Ball 
bearings incorporated in 8 cyl. plate only. 
Fits: ‘37 to ‘52 Oldsmobile 8's, Pontiac 8, Buick 
8, Studebaker V8, Cadillac V8, also Packard ‘51 
able wit precision arings. 

‘49-'52 Ford 6, ‘37-'52 Chevy, ‘49-'52 Ford V8 
and Mercury, ‘50-'52 Lincoln: Specify. $6 95 
Postpaid ° 


tensions, and all necessary parts, bolts, etc. 


TIMES THE PUNCH 
TIMES THE LIFE! 


3 
with TRIPLE FIRE 


“Airplane Type” Spark Plugs 
(20,300 Mile Performance Guar.) S| 
The 3 POINTS of this great new plug 
assure QUICKER STARTING, SMOOTH- 
ER PERFORMANCE, BETTER MILEAGE 
AND LONGER PLUG LIFE. Each point 
fires alternately and is pointed to give 
a »otter spark flash. These plugs fea- 
ture “Lifetime Cardo Material” insulation .. . 
first proven in fighter p'ane plugs. List car make, 
model, & year. Only 89 each, postpaid. 


with “‘Auto-Moly” 
INCREASE: Power & Speed 
REDUCE: Friction & Wear 


By plating (through molecular 
attraction) the vital moving 
parts of your engine with mil- 
lions of microscopic molybde- 
num “roller bearings,” “’Auto- =— 

Moly” reduces engine friction up to 66%. This 
amazing oil treatment protects newly fitted metal 
engine parts and prevents seizure and bearing 
failure even if car oil and water systems fail. One 
treatment assures old or new cars 5,000 miles of 
silent, smooth, economical operation. 


1 can (full treatment).................. $1.15 postpaid 
4 cans (a year’s supply)............. $4.00 postpaid 
“GEAR CONCENTRATE” (4 times the strength). 
For differential $3.00 postpaid. Same ‘ 


and transmission 


ARICH 
MOLYBDENUM 
TREATMENT 


(1952 SPEED EQUIPMENT CATALOG 


_ AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES 
Ave lable 


large catalog picturing hundreds of speed 
items for all makes of cars, 25¢ id. 
(Dealers please request wholesale catalog.) 


005 cost Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. (4 Blocks Eost of Atlontic Bivd.) Phone; UNion 1-5553 


UNderhill 0-1717 


METRIC & WHITWORTH WRENCHES 
For Servicing All Foreign-Make Cars 
Satisfactory servicing and repair of a foreign-make 
wrenches that 
From Snap-on, leading manufacturer of standard 
automotive service tools, you can get wrenches 
and sockets in Whitworth sizes, 7BA, 


car can only be secured with 


-172”" to 1.670” (for English cars). 


Spotlight on Detroit 


(Continued from page six) 


thigh right on the American male average, 
each section is jointed and articulated as 
in the human body. The model can be 
locked into any seated position desired, 
including one with his hands resting on a 
steering wheel. 

In addition to controlled tests carried 
on at the General Motors Proving Ground, 
Oldsmobile conducts exhaustive perform- 
ance studies of new models on the nation’s 
highways. 

Objective of this research is to accurate- 
ly duplicate the terrain, traffic and weather 
encountered by Oldsmobile owners in ev- 
ery section of the country. The firm’s 53 
cars have been on public roads since early 
summer, and such testing will continue 
until winter. 

Among the areas being utilized are New 
York City, to test traffic handling, trans- 
mission operation, ventilation, engine cool- 
ing, engine idling; San Francisco, to test 
extreme metropolitan hill climbing; 
Phoenix, Arizona, to test hot weather oper- 
ation; Pittsburgh, to test Hydra-Matic 
Drive; Pennsylvania Turnpike, to test sus- 
tained speed; and the Colorado Rocky 


Mountains, to test high altitude and long 
grade climbing. 


ENGINEERING DEVELOPMENTS 

Three engineering achievements are cur- 
rently attracting attention. One is a new 
carburetor perfected by Chrysler Corpora- 
tion’s Engineering Division, another is a 
theoretical transmission being considered 
by General Motors Research, and the 
third is a new air conditioning unit for 


cars, introduced by the Chrysler labora- 
tories. 

The carburetor, which is making its first 
appearance on DeSoto V-8 cars, is smaller, 
lower in height, and weighs less than half 
as much as the former one. Eventually, it 


In metric sizes (for all other foreign makes) 4 mm. 
to 32 mm. Available only from Snap-on branches 
or direct from factory. Write for free Metric 
Whitworth folder and standard tool catalog. 


will probably appear on all Chrysler Cor- 
poration V-8 engines. 

Among several considerations back of 
its development was the need to reduce 
carburetor height so that the air cleaner 
and silencer could be retained on top and 
still leave enough space under the lower 
hood lines of today’s body styling. 

The new carburetor is constructed of 
aluminum die castings, and is of the two- 
barrel type. Despite its smaller size the 
unit retains the same full-sized fuel and 
air passages and throttle of the old style. 
The water-jacketed body also has been re- 
tained since it eliminates icing, a phe- 
nomenon causing engine stalling under cer- 
tain conditions of cold and humidity. 

General Motors Research Laboratories 
envision a one-package, engine-transmis- 
sion system which will allow motorists to 
travel half again as far on a tank of gas 
as is currently possible. Termed the 19XX, 
this ideal transmission alone would effect 
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; oe easily by drilling 4" holes. No alterations required. (Includes chrome 
‘ ee ; wheel disc at no extra cost.) Fits all 1949-52 & 1949-52 Styleline Chevy. to ( 
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1950, 51, 52 Fords easi 
Chevrolet Styleline body, 1949-1952... $89.50 i 
.50 Cadillac (50-52)... $159.50 
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again of 25 to 35 per cent in fuel econ- 
omy. By teaming it with high compression 
engines of 12:1 ratio, which have already 
been developed and will be introduced 
when high octane gas is readily available, 
similar additional fuel economy could be 
realized. 

The ideal future transmission, according 
to GM Research experts, will meet these 
five requirements: (1) eliminate the clutch 
pedal, (2) eliminate hand gear shifting, 
(3) give added safety by making driving 
easier, (4) automatically provide the ideal 
ratio for every driving requirement, (5) 
take full advantage of the inherent econ- 
omy of the engine providing the required 
performance in acceleration and hill climb- 
ing ability. 

Points four and five hold the key, ac- 
cording to the GM authorities. While the 
first three objectives have been realized 
partially, the latter two have not yet been 
developed to meet practical production re- 
quirements. 

Chrysler’s new air conditioning unit has 
been under severe test for many months, 
and in various stages of development since 
1939. It is a product of the corporation’s 
engineering division and Airtemp Division, 
one of the country’s largest makers of air 
conditioning refrigeration and _ heating 
equipment. No price has been set on the 
unit as yet, which probably will be offered 
as optional equipment on ’53 lines. 

The new system not only cools a car, 
but acts as a dehumidifier as well. Instead 
of merely cooling the air inside a car and 
then recirculating the same air again and 
again, Chrysler’s method adds 25 per cent 
fresh air from the outside with that inside. 
This prevents staleness and allows passen- 
gers to smoke without a disturbing effect. 
In operation, an air-conditioned car is 
driven with all windows closed. 

A cooling ability equivalent to melting 
nearly three tons of ice a day is claimed 
for the unit. During recent scorching mid- 
western heat waves, cars equipped with 
the system maintained freshened and de- 
humidified air inside at temperatures in 
the seventies, while moving in slow, heavy 
traffic with outside temperatures in excess 
of 100 degrees. 

One control, installed on the instrument 
panel, admits the desired amount of air, 
which is forced into the car through a 
grille located on the shelf behind the rear 
seat. Intakes are mounted on both sides 
of the body, blending into the car’s lines. 
Engine power required is negligible. 


AID FOR HANDICAPPED 
Plymouth is announcing a set-up which 
permits handicapped persons to drive with- 
out using their feet. The device provides 
a single hand lever mounted beneath the 
steering wheel which operates the clutch, 
brake, and accelerator pedals. It fits all 

Plymouths built in 1949 and later. 
The unit is entirely mechanical. It may 
be locked out so that the car can be driven 

(Continued on page fifty-four) 
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Pictured above 
The Belond EQUA-FLOW SPECIAL 
The fastest open wheel car in the world. 203.61 MPH one- 
cy record; 197.175 MPH two-way record run 
T.A. Class “D” Lakester—Bonneville Salt Flats, 
1952 
Tom Beatty says: — 
“Back-Pressure is that damaging effect that is found in 
all fine V8 engines’ stock exhaust systems. It is to your 
motoring advantage to get rid of this harmful condition. 
That is why all race car engines must be equipped with 
an Exhaust Header System to reduce Back-Pressure to 
a minimum. The Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust System 
is designed for your particular passenger car V8 engine 
on the racing principle, and is in design-theory the same 
that is used by all champion drivers and mechanics.” 


Tgm Beatty 

Owner, Builder 

and driver of the 

Belond Equa-Flow Special 


Not only will the Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust System 
reduce Back-Pressure, but will increase acceleration and 
Road-Horsepower 10% or more, regardless of your 
make V8. 


You can obtain Belond EQUA- Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust Systems 
FLOW Exhaust Systems at Speed Shops, New are available for: 
Car Dealers & Automotive Parts Houses... 1949-52 OLDSMOBILE 88 & 98 
See your Dealer today. 1949-51 SMALL LINCOLN ONLY 
1951-52 STUDEBAKER V8 
1950-51 CADILLAC 
1939-52 MERCURY 
1935-52 FORD V8 


DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE 
WRITE ON YOUR 


WANT MORE INFORMATION? BUSINESS LETTERHEAD 


efficiency, obtain faster accelera- 
tion, lengthen gasoline mileage 
and decrease harmful carbon and 


SPORTS CAR 


Tells you how to turn a $75 junker intoa 
beautiful Custom Sports Car in less than 7 
months for less than $700. (See Motor Trend 
cover Jan. 1952 for our car) 

Using any type of car available, the book 
shows you how to tell what your finished 
Custom Sports Car will look like, even before 
you start. 

Shows you how to build in custom features 
using low cost, non-automotive materials. 


POST 
Only PAID 
me Large 8'/2 x 11 inch pages 


TASOPE PUBLISHING CO. 


; Satisfaction Guaranteed “3 TASOPE BLDG. AURORA, MO. 
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THE 
BUSTLE * 


THE LATEST THING FOR YOUR FORD OR CHEV. “THE BUSTLE ON THE BACK” beautifully 
formed to fit your car. It gives the car a look of distinction. (Chrome light and license bracket 
included.) BUSTLE is easily installed. . . . Customized of heavy gauge steel. The BUSTLE 
is not intended to hold a spare tire; it stays in the trunk. Priced at only $24.50 for 1949- 
‘52 Chev.—1949-'51 Fords. 


THE NEW “SMART SET” CONTINENTAL KIT 


gives your 1952 Ford that Country Club swagger . . . it’s the finest spare 
tire kit ever built . . . precision crafted of the best materials, durable, 
practical, beautiful. Super De Luxe Kit (shown), heavy duty construction, 
special chrome fender pads, metal trunk floor cover to fit the old spare 
$94.50 Standard “Smart Set” kit.................... $84.50 
(“Smart Set” Kits are also available for ‘49, ‘50, ‘51 Ford . . . Nash 
Rambler, 1952 Mercury, Willys Aero, Kaiser, Olds, Cad, Pontiac, Stude- 
baker, Plymouth, Lincoln, Buick.) 


“SMART SET’ WHEEL DISC 


to set off the modern design of your car from the bottom up. Practical 
and beautiful, for all 15’ and 16” wheels, only $19.50 set of 4. For 
complete simplicity we have the Ripple Disc for 15’ and 16” wheels, 
also $19.50. 


25% deposit on all orders . . . prices F.0.8. Gale 
Los Angeles. Add 3% sales you live in j 
California. 


ACCESSORIES LID. 


DESIGNERS—MANUFACTURERS 
Dept. MT-10, 4720 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles 27, California—Olympia 0633 
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Cars for 


SPORTSMEN 


A new type of automobile is making 
its appearance on the American 
scene ... the Vacation Wagon 


by Jim Earp 


Y NOW, as the hunting and fishing 

seasons draw to a close throughout 
the United States, innumerable sportsmen 
sit and brood darkly about the v is- 
fortunes that befall the hapless Mt 
These battered brothers in sorrow remem- 
ber the tent that blew down during the 
storm; the pack horses that stampeded 
with all the supplies and were never seen 
again; the chilly tree they sat in while the 
bear ate their food; the gouging motel 
operator who unexpectedly lifted his rates 
to twenty dollars a night at the start of 
the season; the burr-headed room clerk 
who fouled up the reservations; and the 
old family car that just couldn't pull the 
house trailer up the hills. 

Perhaps these sportsmen do not realize 
ihat they are initiates into the old, hon- 
ored fraternity that includes some of the 
maddest, stubbornest, most ingenious men 
in the world. These men have solved the 
problem of transportation and. frequent- 
ly, of accommodations in one fell swoop. 
In the bleak winter months between hunt- 
ing, fishing, and vacation seasons, they 
planned and built a special vehicle. 

No rules govern the construction of va- 
cation wagons; they are designed func- 
tionally to fulfill a certain purpose. One 
may be simply a passenger car converted 
to a vacation sedan by the addition of 
extra trunk space and baggage racks (see 
Motor TREND, August 1952). Another 
may boast the addition of an unlovely but 
serviceable body, perhaps with sleeping 
accommodations, built onto any sort of 
chassis. And sleek, ingenious station wag- 
ons may be customized by such noted de- 
signers as Coachcraft, Ltd. of Hollywood. 
Each vehicle varies according to the taste 
and needs of the individual who designed 
it, and the terrain it is intended to cover. 

Those sportsmen who are rugged enough 
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What is probably the world’s queerest looking sportsmen’s 
car is this ’26 Dodge, which is still used on the trackless 
desert wastes around Yermo, Calif. Owned by Ken and Walt 
Wilhelm, the car has a railing and platform which are used 
by bow-and-arrow marksmen who shoot game with car on move 


to desire cross-country transportation nat- 
urally pounced with glee on the various 
four-wheel drive vehicles that were on sale 
as army surplus. Unfortunately, those ex- 
cellent machines are now rare, but the 
back-country enthusiast can still turn to 
the Willys-Overland civilian Jeeps. pick- 
ups, and station wagons which are avail- 
able at moderate prices with four-wheel 
drive and a transfer case giving six speeds 
forward. 

The civilian Jeep is proving itself as 
valuable and versatile to the sportsman as 
its army prototype was to the military. 
Even the fabulous performance of this 
famous little vehicle, however, can be im- 
proved with a few adaptations made pos- 
sible by Hickey Enterprises of South Gate, 
Calif. (see Hot Rop MAcaziIne, May 
1952). This firm has developed a high 
compression head for either Willys Jeep 
or Ford engines that boosts the horsepow- 
er by a husky 17 per cent at maximum 
output. In addition, the sportsman, using 
only standard tools, can easily mount dual 
wheels on his Jeep by the use of the 
Hickey dual-wheel adaptor spool. With 
this added equipment the Jeep can claw 


Latest in sportsmen’s whims is towing the back- 
country mechanical horse—the Jeep—behind fam- 


through the mud, sand, and snow of the 
backwoods with vastly greater ease. 

Still, sportsmen often have to travel 
long distances over the highways before 
they leave the road for the trails of fish 
and game country, and many hesitate to 
face a long, rough ride in a Jeep packed 
with hunting, fishing, and camping equip- 
ment as well as passengers. But there is 
also a solution to this problem. Hickey 
Enterprises has perfected a tow bar that 
clamps to the front bumper of any Jeep. 
With this attachment, the Jeep can be 
loaded with all the equipment and towed 
as a trailer behind the family sedan. The 
sportsman then can cover long distances in 
the comparative comfort of an uncluttered 
passenger car and still have his back-coun- 
try mechanical horse along when it be- 
comes necessary to leave the road. 

The Jeep is not, of course, the only an- 
swer to cross-country travel. Sportsmen 
throughout the U.S. have thrown together 
fantastic combinations in chassis, body, 
gearing, and tire size to produce transpor- 
tation over pathless terrain. Mechanical 
horses, like coon dogs, are judged only by 
one question—can they do the job? 


CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE % 
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HERE IS another group of vacation wag- 

ons that have been constructed for own- 
ers who have no particular desire to stray 
far from the well paved roads. One brilliant 
example of this type was designed by Walter 
Dupee of Bel Air, California, and built by 
Coachcraft, Ltd. The 1942 Ford station 
wagon has been customized by the addition 
of a hand-formed aluminum top, powered 
by a 1949 Mercury engine, and stabilized 
by Helvig adjustable springs. Storage com- 
partments, a cork insulated ice box, and an 
11-gallon water tank with an outside tap 
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N DESIGNING and building a car for 

Preston Foster, Coachcraft, Ltd. out- 
did itself. The car was completely cus- 
tomized from a 166-inch Studebaker ambu- 
lance chassis on up. As an example of what 
can be done with limited space, a trunk in 
the rear conceals a sink and drainboard, re- 
frigerator, gasoline stove, refreshment cabinet, 
and shelves for food and kitchen equipment. 

A small gasoline motor mounted between 
the grille and radiator both powers the re- 
frigerator unit and generates 110 volts for 
the reading lights. The seats fold down into 
a seven-foot bed. 

Other accessories are a tent supported 
by telescoping poles that completely encloses 
the rear and sides of the car, a wet-air cool- 
ing system, and a long distance short wave 
two-way radio. 


are tucked in beneath the flooring. A double 
or single bed can be carried flat against the 
ceiling when not in use. Snap-on curtains all 
around give complete privacy within the ve- 
hicle. 

Dupee designed both the special rack 
which supports a small boat over the roof, 
and a system of telescoping aluminum rods 
which permits one man to lever the boat up 
into the carrying position. The rack also can 
support a shallow luggage box in place of 
the boat. The box is sturdy enough to stand 
up under the weight of several people, so it 


PHOTOS BY ERIC RICKMAN 


frequently becomes a portable grandstand 
for outdoor events. 

Everything about the Dupee car is neat, 
compact, and meticulously thought out. The 
space between the radiator and grille holds 
the tool box, a compressed air tank with an 
outside bleeder for inflating tires fills the 
space at the rear of one front fender, a tank 
for the thermo-siphon system is concealed in 
the other fender, and many of the innovations 
have several functions. Nothing is wasted or 
superfluous. This beautiful station wagon will 
cruise all day at 65 miles per hour. 
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OACHCRAFT, LTD. patterned another 
station wagon after the Dupee car for 
Don Bleitz. Bleitz, though, retained the op- 
tion to travel through rough terrain by 
mounting his Ford station wagon on Marmon- 
Herrington four-wheel drive running gear. 

The top was customized only by the addi- 
tion of a luggage rack. Metal storage com- 
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NOTHER desert trail blazer is owned by 

Ray Haller, of Los Angeles. It was con- 
structed at Haller’s order on a Willys one- 
ton pickup cab and chassis by the Firmbilt 
Body Company. In it, he and Mike Mc- 
Mahan ranged up and down the Baja Cali- 
fornia peninsula. Water and gasoline are scarce 
and both are of poor quality; the trips are 
long; so the emphasis in the design of the ve- 


On each side of La Burrita are shelves 


that are accessible only from the outside. On 
the left side are the ice box, shelves for the 
kitchen equipment and groceries, a 40-gallon 
water tank with a swing spout, and air-foam 
mattresses. On the right side are the first aid 
kit, small repair parts, the Coleman stove, 
clothes compartments, a 4o-gallon reserve 
gasoline tank with a swing spout, and a 
cryptic box marked Esta Aqui (it is here) 


F COURSE, not all persons are inter- 

ested in long trips off the highway. 
Major William A. F. Millinger, for exam- 
ple, has compromised by modifying a Willys 
station wagon. Since it still has the four- 
wheel drive and transfer case, it, too, can go 
almost anywhere. 

A double bed takes up the length and 
breadth of the station wagon, and equip- 
ment is stored under it in removable boxes. 
He carries an ice box, spare gasoline and 
water in light cans, a chemical toilet, lockers 
for the wardrobe, spare parts, supplies, a 
butane tank and a two-burner butane stove. 

Cooking is done on the tail gate, so a 
small tent can be mounted against the back 
of the vehicle. Closed, it serves as a protection 
from insects as well as weather. 


partments were installed beneath the flooring 
in much the same manner as the Dupee car 
shown on the opposite page. 

The station wagon body represents one of 
the most popular body styles for sportsmen, 
and it certainly is one of the easiest to alter 
for making custom conveniences desired by 
individual owners. 


which is, according to Haller, “where every- 
thing is that you can’t find any place else.” 

Haller also carries a small boat on the roof 
of the cabin. For ease in handling, the boat 
was mounted on padded rollers. 

The travels which La Burrita made possi- 
ble through the rugged terrain of Baja Cali- 
fornia, the explorations of ancient, unknown 
missions, have been recorded by Haller and 
will soon be published in book form. 
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Unique Cars for SPORTSMEN ....... 


F COURSE, the logical end to this de- 

velopment of vacation wagons is a self- 
powered house on wheels. O. W. Timm, who 
actually designed and constructed such a ve- 
hicle, exploited his aviation engineering de- 
gree, years of experience in the aviation 
industry, and the resources of the Timm Avi- 
ation Corporation to come up with a com- 
pletely radical approach. 

The Timm vacation bus has no chassis. 
In principle, it is an airplane fuselage mount- 
ed on wheels. To use Timm’s words, “The 
general construction is similar to that of the 
N2T-1 Navy training plane built by Timm 
Aircraft Corporation during the war.” 

All four wheels are independently mount- 
ed, and_ stresses are distributed evenly 
through the frame and skin by aluminum 
and spruce stringers. The exterior skin is 
made of “4¢-inch aircraft structural ma- 
hogany covered with glass fabric and Selec- 
tron plastic paint. The entire body is insu- 
lated with two inches of glass wool and the 
interior is finished with beautiful, fine 


ILLIAM W. PHILLIPS, a motion pic- 

ture bit actor, likes to spend his spare 
time prospecting and exploring in the deso- 
late country. Because of the roads, it is im- 
possible to pull a house trailer, so Phillips 
built his sleeping accommodations and storage 
space on a one-ton Willys pickup. 

The frame for his cabin is mounted in the 
pickup stake holes; and sides and roof are of 
marine plywood bolted to the frame. Three 
spacious, segmented lockers are firmly braced 
on the pickup bed to provide storage. The 
bunk swings down from the right wall of 


grained, 14-inch aircraft mahogany. 

The bus is, in fact, a complete house, 
with more living space than many single 
apartments. The kitchen is completely 
equipped with a sink, butane stove, and hot 
and cold running water. The shower stall 
contains a wash basin, toilet, and medicine 
cabinets. The seats in the driver’s compart- 
ment and at the rear of the bus fold down 
into two double beds. 

Water is distributed from a 7o0-gallon 
tank by electric pump and is heated by a 
heat exchanger in the engine room. The bus 
carries its own drain tank for the sink, 
shower, and wash basins as well as a septic 
tank. 

Due to the application of aviation struc- 
tural techniques, this luxurious, beautiful ve- 
hicle only weighs 7100 pounds—about half 
as much as a Ford bus of comparable di- 
mensions—and because of this surprisingly 
low weight-power ratio, it averages 10.9 
miles to the gallon at cruising speeds of 50 
to 60 miles per hour. 


the cabin on hinges. Illumination is by Cole- 
man lantern (which will also heat the cakin 
in five minutes); cross ventilation is pro- 
vided by Hehr trailer windows. The tool 
box, mounted on the side for accessibility, 
contains special front wheel flanges without 
the stock splines (these can be purchased at 
Kurland Motors of Los Angeles) which can 
be installed easily and will eliminate the 
drag of the front shafts and differential. 
The Phillips pickup is interesting because 
he did all the work himself, using only dime- 
store tools. Total cost: approximately $350.00. 


Motor Trend 


= 
. 
ki ; i 4 
~~ > A 
mea 
he vent 
Int 
thor 

i ‘Ste 
The 
Sixteen 


house, 
single 
pletely 
1d hot 
stall 
dicine 
npart- 
down 


gallon 
by a 
e bus 
sink, 
septic 


struc- 
il ve- 
e di- 
singly 

10.9 
of 50 


ts 


highly ; controversial sub 


IS IT RIGHT? 


By John Grant 


HE ROUGH AND TUMBLE of the city traffic had been 

left behind. The last red light had blinked green and the four 
Grants looked with expectant pleasure to the immediate prospect 
of a two-lane macadam strip which was to lead to our two 
weeks of loafing. June sunlight and the smell of ripening fields 
lulled our urban consciousness. 

The appearance of the oil tanker in the distance proved to be 
only slightly distracting, an inconvenience which must, by all 
means, be put behind us. After all, a Diesel does smell, the air 
sent was open and the youngest was inclined to car sickness. 

I played it plenty safe ... kept looking for approaching 
traffic as we bore down on the monster ahead. Granted, a car was 
in the offing, but I pulled out to pass. Plenty of room, or so I 
thought. 

Suddenly, the oncoming Ford loomed dangerously near. Ten 
months of city driving had hardly sharpened my depth per- 
ception rating. But there I was, abreast of the lengthy tanker 
with no chance now of ducking back into line. With moist brow 
and clenched molars, my foot went full to the floor... but the car 
just didn’t respond. I remember hearing the sharp hiss of the 
tanker’s brakes, the terror on the face of the other driver. We 
missed him, though I don’t care to estimate by how much. 

For awhile there was silence . . . dead silence. Even the kids 
knew it had been a close one. Then my wife fumbled in her bag, 
came out with a cigarette which she lit and handed to me. 
“Steady, old boy,” she said. “We made it this time!” 

But try to count, if you can, the times “we” don’t make it. 
The papers are full of those grisly examples every holiday week- 
end. 

This is why, in the face of learned opposition, I cannot be 
hasty in my appraisal of something currently dubbed in auto- 
motive circles the “Horsepower Race.” 


Definitions Needed 


It is only logical to assume that when a term is coined for 
something, that term must be defined. And a term may have 
many definitions, one of which is going to be right. I am con- 
vinced, and so are many others, that the term “Horsepower 
z (Continued on page forty-six) 
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OR WRONG? 


By W. W. ‘Fletcher 


ORSEPOWER, like a loaded revolver, is a potential danger 
-™ to the community. Both are safe in disuse or in capable 
hands. When abusively employed they kill and maim. Public 
awareness and governmental restriction have carefully mitigated 
the abuse of the revolver, but little notice is given to the fact 
that automobiles have claimed more lives than all our nation’s 
wars. 
You may readily say that poor drivers are the charter mem- 
bers of Highway Murderers, Incorporated, and I will ask if we 
must not assume that poor drivers will handle these high-powered 
cars. You will assert that higher horsepower has not led to 
greatly increased maximum speeds, and I will agree. But I will 
also point out that most accidents do not occur at maximum 
speed, but that the cruising averages have greatly increased. If 
you stop for a moment you will remember that before the war 
few people cruised at the speeds which are now accepted as 
quite respectable. However, statistics, cold as the victims, show 
that the majority of accidents are caused by speed. 

As an exponent of high horsepower, you may claim that the 
newer and more powerful engines are designed primarily for 
“safety acceleration.” You will urge me to believe that this 
extra margin of speed will get you out of tight places. To a lim- 
ited extent you are correct. In the hands of an expert our loaded 
revolver is as safe as a child’s rattle. But, if we are honestly to 
assume the general usage to which each might be put, we shall 
realize that this “safety acceleration” can also lure us into prob- 
lems which we would otherwise have avoided. 

There is no legitimate argument against the firms who have 
developed high horsepower engines. Their contributions to the 
advances of science and technology are to be commended. There 
is, however, a censure to be applied to the use of high-powered 
automobiles on the American streets, boulevards. and highways. 
It is in the context of the American scene that we must disciss 
the high horsepower engine. 

Let us start with a consideration of the automobile as a unity. 
The proven automotive engineering concepts have shown us 
that a car must be a balanced unit. Do the cars of today present 
this balance? Have the high horsepower engines outgrown the 

(Continued on page forty-nine ) 
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Take a top Mexican designer’s ingenuity, stir in a 
few Buick components, mix with hand-made body 
parts, and you come up with a custom of exotic flavor 


Text and Photos by 
DON POPE 
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ESIGNING AND BUILDING cus- 
tom sports cars is nice work if you 

can get it. José Parada, of Mexico City, 
is a man who can get it. He has designed 
a number of special jobs for people who 
want to drive a car unlike anyone else’s. 
Parada, a mechanical engineer who went 
from England’s Beaumont College to MIT 
before returning to his native Mexico, con- 
siders his present auto work in the hobby 
classification. Formerly, however, he 
worked at it full time, turning out 15 
hand-made cars for the DM Nacional com- 
pany in Mexico City, one of which was 
presented to President Miguel Aleman. 
Mr. Parada turned over his latest crea- 
tion, which he drives himself, to Motor 
TREND. “Drive it and see how you like it.” 
We did just that, and were particularly 


impressed with the roadability of the car— 
rock-steady suspension and silk-ribbon 
smoothness in steering. We would have 
settled for more leg room, but being a 
personally built car the owner made it to 
fit his own build. 

The body and chrome work, including 
bumpers, wheel discs, and trim, are all 
hand-made. Upholstery is two-toned pig- 
skin. Chassis is made up of a special box 
section frame with standard Buick com- 
ponents for front and rear suspension. 

The engine is standard, taken from a 
Buick Roadmaster. Although Mr. Parada 
has done race driving, his present car is de- 
signed for looks and transportation rather 
than for exceptional speed. He plans, how- 


ever, to step up the power by changing to_ 


a Chrysler FirePower 180-hp engine. 
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The Chrysler Corporation can be proud of its power- 


packed V-8 engine, a true engineering achievement; 


but what about the other components that go into a car? 


HERE ARE FEW American cars on 

the road today that can match the 
punch of the Chrysler Saratoga. With the 
powerful V-8 engine it has, it’s little won- 
der. This engine, now rated at a modest 
(for it) 180 brake horsepower, will soon 
be up to over 200 bhp. An experimental 
engine, basically the same as the present 
powerplant, put out 310 bhp, indicating 
its great potential for higher output when- 
ever the competition for greater horse- 
power engines among the automobile 
manufacturers requires it. Yet, it now has 
all the power that most persons ask of 
a car. 


Power of the FirePower Is Astounding 


Since the introduction of the sensational 
FirePower engine with the 1951 line of 
Chrysler automobiles, its fame among mo- 
tor-minded car owners has steadily grown 
until today it is generally conceded that 
this powerful V-8 is among the foremost 
pace-setters. The consensus of the Moror 
TREND Research team following exhaustive 
performance tests of the Chrysler Sara- 
toga is that here is the car with the most 
powerful engine in America today; of last 
year’s models, the Chrysler FirePower 
engine’s performance was the main factor 
in earning the Motor TREND Engineering 
Achievement Award for Chrysler (see Feb. 
*52 Motor TREND). However, the engine 
isn’t the only component of an automo- 
bile and, therefore, there are things about 
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the Chrysler Saratoga that do require 
careful analysis to obtain a comprehensive 
understanding of one of America’s poten- 
tially great automobiles. 

Before we leave the subject of the 
Chrysler’s powerplant (for more on the 
FirePower engine. see Dec. ’51 Motor 
TREND). we must consider our accelera- 
tion test results and the Chrysler Fluid 
Torque Drive transmission. In last year’s 
test of the Chrysler New Yorker (May ’51 
Motor TREND), our acceleration figures 
were literally astounding. and the final re- 
sult was that this car has the fastest ac- 
celeration of any 1951 car that MT Re- 
search has tested. While our tests of the 
*52 cars are not completed, the Chrysler 
Saratoga’s tests indicate that it will be 
vying for top position as far as accelera- 
tion performance is concerned. 


Chrysler’s Fluid Torque Drive is 
Different 


To understand the methods employed 
in our acceleration tests, a discussion of 
Chrysler’s Fluid Torque Drive transmis- 
sion is needed. The transmission operates 
unlike any other automatic transmission 
in that it has a conventional clutch for en- 
gaging the three basic gears: REVERSE, 
Low, and prIVE. The clutch pedal, called 
a SAFETY CLUTCH, has to be depressed to 
allow engagement into any gear. When the 
pedal is released, the car begins to move 
without applying foot-pressure on the ac- 


celerator pedal. To get into Low from 
REVERSE, you have to depress the clutch 
pedal, return the selector on the steering 
column to NEUTRAL, then into Low. This 
procedure makes it very difficult to “rock” 
the car back and forth to get out of sand 
or snow, unless you use REVERSE and 
DRIVE, which are at direct opposite ends, 
position-wise, on the selector. 

When the selector has been placed in 
the gear you wish to use. no further 
manipulation is required until you want to 
change gears, except to let up on the ac- 
celerator to change gears in Low (first to 
second) and prive (third to fourth). 
This “upshift,” which takes place more 
smoothly than most automatic transmis- 
sions (possibly because the shift is not 
taking place under full torque), is always 
under your control, and can be made at 
any speed up to around 55 mph (in 
DRIVE). The transm‘ssion is therefore not 
fully automatic but has its advantages 
over an automatically shifted unit. Al- 
though one may consider the clutch to be 
virtually obsolete (at least by present 
standards) it does afford you the advan- 
tage of coasting into tight parking spaces, 
particularly if the pavement has been 
“washboarded” by summer heat. 

During the acceleration runs, which were 
performed with one foot on the brake 
and one foot on the throttle, the extreme 
torque produced by the FirePower engine 
forced the left rear of the car up and the 
right front down. As the brakes were re- 
leased, the car surged forward, in some 
instances causing it to break traction on 
the rear wheels. Another method used in 
conducting the acceleration runs consisted 
of keeping the clutch pedal down (disen- 
gaged), revving up the engine, then quick- 
ly releasing the clutch. This was not 
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Editor Walt Woron and Fred Bodley of 
MT Research team check over astounding 
acceleration figures obtained on Chrysler 


as effective since, when the clutch was en- 
gaged, the wheels would bounce up and 
down, the drive train would strain and 
the springs would give, causing you to 
feel that some harm would be done to the 
driveshaft or rear axle. Once or twice dur- 
ing the test we were able to obtain the 
best acceleration using this method: using 
first gear of Low and by a speed-shift 
technique of popping the clutch with a 
quick hand movement of the selector 
lever at around 30 mph, shifting to DRIVE. 

For ordinary acceleration in traffic or 
elsewhere, we did not use either of the 
above methods. They were tried only to 
obtain the best acceleration possible for 
our test purposes. As indicated in the Test 
Table, the acceleration using DRIVE alone 
is normally better than the method of us- 
ing both Low and prive. You could im- 
prove on your acceleration by using this 
method, but it would take considerable 


AB instruments ere grouped in a cluster for legible reading; 
control knobs are within easy reach; dash is padded for safety 
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Metal handgrips mounted on rear of front 
Seat give assistance to passengers in rear 
for getting in, out of car, a good feature 


practice. It is not recommended either by 
MT Research or by Chrysler. 

For that added spurt of power needed 
when passing on the highway (with the 
selector in the normal DRIVE range posi- 
tion), the best acceleration is obtained by 
tromping on the throttle for a downshift 
from fourth gear to third. This “kick- 
down” gearing is available at any speed 
below approximately 55 mph. 

While the shifting technique of Chrys- 
ler’s Fluid Torque Drive transmission re- 
quires a little practice and is not as fully 
automatic as other transmissions, the 
amount of torque obtained at the rear 
wheels throughout the acceleration range 
is close to the highest of any American 
production car on the market today. 


FirePower Gives Good Fuel Economy 
Despite its power and the fact that it 
is a comparatively heavy car (4330 


Photos by Jack Campbell 


Rear armrest 4s wider than in most cars; leg and headroom are 
adequate; all interior appointments are distinctively styled 


The hood release handle is so located as to 
make operation awkward without opening 
door; then, operation by hand is easier 


pounds), the Chrysler Saratoga has good 
fuel economy. This engine design (hemi- 
spherical combustion chamber with good 
valve arrangement) is outstanding in effi- 
cient and effective fuel utilization. Of 
especial interest to car owners who desire 
good fuel economy, yet want plenty of 
power in their car’s engine, are the results 
of tests obtained by the Chrysler Corpora- 
tion. In comparative fuel consumption 
tests conducted by Chrysler, the FirePow- 
er engine showed “an average improve- 
ment of approximately 1o per cent better 
than the Chrysler 1950 In-Line Eight. 
This increase in gasoline mileage becomes 
especially significant when it is considered 
that the power of the new FirePower en- 
gine is 33 per cent greater than the former 
in-line powerplant.” 

In our own fuel checks, the Chrysler 
Saratoga showed an overall average fuel 
consumption of 14.9 mpg. This includes 
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Windwings are manually operated, with 


the handles being awkward since they turn 
in opposite direction to normal operation 


averaging averages obtained at steady 
speeds of 30, 45 and 60 mph, plus aver- 
ages obtained over a charted 13-mile traf- 
fic course. 


Roadability of Chrysler Analyzed 


All of the Chrysler line of ’52 cars are 
equipped with an independent front sus- 
pension system incorporating steel helical 
coil springs, hydraulic two-way, direct- 
acting shock absorbers, and a_rubber- 
bushed torsion rod stabilizer. The rear 
suspension system has semi-elliptic springs 
and two-way, direct-acting shock absorb- 
ers, straddle-mounted. 

In testing the ride of the Chrysler Sara- 
toga, all sorts of roads were driven over, 
including macadam with a high crown, 
dirt, gravel, and roads with ruts, holes, 
and dips. The ride is soft, enabling the 
car to take dips easily, but there is con- 
siderable oscillation (both back and forth 


POWER STEERING | 
OIL RESERVOIR 


The Chrysler FirePower V-8 is a potent powerplant ; now rated at 180 bhp @ 4ooo rpm, 
its potential power is even much greater, and Chrysler will increase it with the ’5 3 models 


and up and down) before the car settles 
down. When the car is driven fast around 
curves, passengers complain about being 
pitched from side to side. Over rough road 
surfaces. the body weaves. Steering wheel 
shock and vibration are noticeable over 
almost all road surfaces. Streetcar tracks 
whip the car aside, but with power 


steering it’s an easy matter to correct. 
When you're driving on the tracks and 
turn to get off, the car gets whipped 
to the side about a foot or more. Perhaps 
the body oscillation characteristic of the 
Saratoga is more noticeable than in the 
New Yorker model (tested last year) be- 
(Continued on page forty-two) 


PERFORMANCE ft. 4 in 
CLAYTON CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 60 mph 1988 Ole 
tests are made full load GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 
1500 19 52 ENGINE 
3000 i ore and stroke x 
Stroke/bore ratio 895.1 


Per cent of advertised hp delivered to driving 
wheels—.54. 


ACCELERATION IN SECONDS 
(Checked with fifth wheel and electric speedometer) 


Standing start mile 
0-30 mph (0-32, car L-1, L-2, D-3 L-1, D-3 D-3 
di t ding) 106.0 :04.4 :05.4 


0-60 mph (0-68, cor 
10-60 mph in D-3 gear 
30-60 mph in D-3 gear 229.3 


TOP SPEED (MPH) 
(Clocked speeds over surveyed 1/4 mile) 
Fastest one-way run 107.6 
Average of four runs 106.0 


FUEL CONSUMPTION IN MILES PER GALLON 
(Checked fuel flowmeter, wheel and 


116.2 :15.4 :14.8 
213.2 


lectric speedometer 
Steady 17.2 
Steady 45 mph 15.4 
Steady 60 mph 12.9 
t in traffic 14.3 


PP 


BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 
(Checked with electrically actuated detonator) 
Stopping distance at: 
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Compression ratio 75:1 
Displacement 331.1 cu. in. 
Advertised bhp 180 @ 4000 rpm 
Piston travel @ maximum bhp 2,240 ft. per min. 
Bhp per cu. in. .542 
Maximum torque 312 Ibs. ft. @ 2000 rpm 
Maximum bmep 107.64 psi 


DRIVE SYSTEM 
Transmission: Fluid-Torque drive (torque converter 
with gears) 


Rear axle: Semi-floating, Hypoid-type. 3.73 ratio 
DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase in. 
Tread Front—564g, Rear—59j4 in. 
Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.2:1 
Overall width 75¥2 in 
Overall length 207% in. 
Overall height 6512 in. 
Turning radius 20.2 ft 


Turns, lock to lock 32 


Weight (test car) 4330 Ibs. 
Weight/bhp ratio 24.0:1 
Weight/road hp ratio 44.5:1 
Weight distribution (front to rear) 57%-43% 
Weight/sq. in. of brake lining area 21.5 Ibs. 


leg room (measured from 
floorboard to front of seat to seat 


TABLE 


back) Front—41%X in., Rear—41!4 in. 
Head room (measured on 8-degree di- 

agonal line from 5 in. forward of seat 

back to headlining) Front—38 in., Rear—36!< in. 


INTERIOR SAFETY CHECK CHART 
QUESTION YES NO 
1. Blind spot at left windshield post 

at a minimum? x 
2. Vision to right rear satisfactory? 
3. Positive lock to prevent doors from 
being opened from inside? x 
4. Does adjustable front seat lock 
securely in place? 
5. Minimum of projections on dash- 
board face? 
6. Is the emergency brake accessible 
to both driver and passenger? x 
7. Are cigarette lighter and ashtray 
both located conveniently for driver? X 
8. Is rear vision mirror positioned so 
as not to cause blind spot for driver? X 


x 


Total for Chrysler Saratoga 87.5% 
OPERATING COST PER MILE ANALYSIS 

1. Cost of gasoline (premium) $178.00 

2. Cost of insurance 162.40 

3. First year’s depreciation 43. 


4. Maintenance 


a. Two new tires 61.58 
b. Brake reline 23.55 
c. Major tune-up 12.25 
d. Renew front fender 73.70 
e. Renew rear bumpe 53.40 


f. Change lubricant in Fluid-Torque 
Drive. (no adjustments) 8.00 
First year cost of operation in cents per mile 13.1 
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Amount of legroom for either passenger or 
driver is found to be generally inadequate 


Rear wheel well protrudes into back seat; 
interior is finished with an eye for economy 


Cornering ability of Henry J is good with very little heeling over, as shown by this photo 


DVERTISED BY KAISER-FRAZER 
as America’s “lowest-priced full-size 
sedan,” with exceptional economy and per- 
formance, the Henry J has quite a repu- 
tation to uphold. After 800 miles of diver- 
sified driving. including every type of 
road, through desert, over mountains, and 
through city streets, the Henry J, provid- 
ed to Motor TREND Research by the Los 
Angeles Zone Office of Kaiser-Frazer, 
proved itself to be a top fuel economy 
car. 

After compiling our overall fuel con- 
sumption figures we were amazed to find 
that our test netted an overall average of 
26.34 miles per gallon, just .o3 of a mile 
per gallon less than the Mobilgas Economy 
Run Henry J, which finished third in over- 
all miles per gallon. Our average was all 
the more interesting since half of the fuel 
checks were taken in conventional gear. 
As the performance table will testify, best 
economy is obtainable in overdrive, includ- 
ing traffic driving. 


A Big Little Car 


First impressions of the Henry J are 
somewhat deceiving, since it gives the ap- 
pearance of a much larger car, due to the 
long overhang at both front and rear, and 
the squarish styling of the fenders. The 


Advertised as America’s 
‘lowest-priced full-size 


sedan,”’ the Henry J proved 


itself to be a top fuel 
economy car 


Photos by Jack Campbell 


rear fenders now have a practical reason 
for their distinctive shape, in that the 
taillights have been moved to the crown, 
making them visible to the side, as well 
as to the rear. 

The Henry J was apparently designed 
to combine the performance of a full- 
sized model, with sufficient passenger room 
and redsonable luggage space, in a com- 
pact car of lower selling price and econ- 
omy of operation. To obtain this in a 
five-passenger sedan on a r1oo-inch wheel- 
base, a compromise by American standards 
must be made. Engine location appears to 
be as far forward as practicable, still keep- 
ing weight distribution within reason. The 
entire area between wheels is devoted to 
passenger space, and at best is no more 
than adequate. The interior is plain, as is 
necessary if costs are to be kept down. 


Goes Well in Traffic 


Acceleration of the Henry J is com- 
parable to many larger cars, up to the 4o- 
45 miles per hour range, but then it be- 
gins to taper off. No effort is required to 
be first away at a signal, or to maintain 
a good average speed through traffic. On 
an overdrive-equipped car, best results 
are obtained in conventional gear, shifting 
into overdrive when the acceleration rate 
in high gear begins to slow up (at around 
55-60 mph). Clutch action is smooth un- 
der all conditions, with no slip, grab, or 
chatter during shifting. The gearshift lever 
is positive in action, with no excess play; 
however, the arc of travel between second 
and high gear is considerable. 

In its present form, the Henry J has 
probably all the power it is capable of 
handling effectively, as the rear wheels 


ee Brake fade during brutally punishing brake checks was not 
a evident; however, stopping distances were below average 
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Take-off position is assumed by Henry J as front end leaps 
up and rear end squats at start of typical acceleration run 
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On some models, back seat is pulled for- 
ward forming a luggage area of 50 cu. ft. 


= 


Rear fender this year is functional with 
installation of taillight in top of fender 


can be made to break traction with little 
effort at low speeds. The equalization of 
weight distribution, or perhaps revisions 
to the rear suspension to obtain better 
tire adhesion, may be required before any 
increase in horsepower can be utilized. 


Nimble Steering 


In traffic and for town driving the Hen- 
ty J is ideal. It is agile, quick handling, 


ARTER’ 


DISTRIBUTOR 
(Not Shown 


The six-cylinder, L-head engine is rated at 80 bhp at 3800 rpm. All of the accessories 
are arranged in such a manner that maintenance of the engine presents no problem 


responsive to all controls, and can be 
parked in an area that most of today’s 
cars would have to pass up, due to its 
small overall length of 174% inches. At 
45 to 60 mph, the steering requires con- 
stant attention as the car has a tendency 
to wander. In turns there is a distinct feel- 
ing of oversteering at the start, due in all 
probability to a sudden pitching of the 
front end in the opposite direction of the 


turn. The possible reason for this may be 
in the weight concentration above and for- 
ward of the front wheels, which carry 
60.3 per cent of the total weight (the 
greatest forward overhang of any ’52 car). 


Vision—Good and Bad 


Behind the steering wheel, forward vi- 
sion gives the impression of a larger car, 
(Continued on page fifty-two) 


PERFORMANCE 
CLAYTON CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 
(All tests are made under full load conditions) 
RPM MPH ROAD HP 
1200 22 
2000 38 
3350 57 (maximum) 50/2 
Per cent of advertised hp delivered to driving 
wheels—63.1. 
ACCELERATION IN SECONDS 
(Checked with fifth wheel and electric speedometer) 
OD Con 
Standing start 1% mile 21.40 
0-30 mph (0-33, car 
peedomet di 5.65 
0-60 mph (0-67, car 
t rr di 
[0-60 mph in High gear 
mph in High gear 
TOP SPEED (MPH) 
(Clocked speeds over surveyed 1 mile) 
OD 


79.64 84.90 
83.87 


Fastest one-way run 
Average of four runs 


FUEL CONSUMPTION IN MILES PER GALLON 
(Checked with fuel flowmeter, fifth wheel and 
electric speedometer) 

OD 
35.67 
27.47 
22.07 
28.75 
BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 


(Checked with electrically actuated detonator) 
Stopping distance at: 


30 mph 
45 mph 
60 mph 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE 
Type L-head, 6-cyl. 
Bore and stroke 
Stroke/bore ratio 
Compression ratio 
Displacement 
Advertised bhp 
Piston travel @ maximum bhp 
Bhp per cu. in. 7 
Maximum torque 133 Ibs. ft. @ 1600 rpm 
Maximum bmep 103.56 psi 


80 @ 
2216 ft. per min. 
497 


DRIVE SYSTEM 


Transmission: Warner synchronized, manual shift. 
Ratios: First 2.605—Second 1.63—Third 1:1 
Rear Axle: Spicer, semi-floating, Hypoid drive. 


DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase 100 in. 

read Front—54 in., Rear—54 in. 
Wheelbase /tread ratio 
Overall width 
Overall length 
Overall height 
Turning radius 
Turns, lock to lock 
Weight (test car) 
Weight/bhp ratio 
Weight/road hp ratio 
Weight distribution (front to rear) 
Weight/sq. in. of brake lining area 
7 room (measured diagonally 

rom floorboard to front of seat 


19.02 Ibs. 


to seat back) Front—42.3 in., Rear—35.6 in. 
Head room (measured on 8-degree diagonal 

line from 5 in. forward of seat back 

to headlining) * Front—36.7 in., Rear—35.9 in. 


INTERIOR SAFETY CHECK CHART 


QUESTION YES NO 
1. Blind spot at left windshield post 

at a minimum? x 
2. Vision to right rear satisfactory? 
3. Positive lock to prevent doors from 

being opened from insi: 
4. Does adjustable front seat lock 

securely in place? 
5. Minimum of projections on dash- 

ard face 

6. Is the emergency brake accessible 

to both driver and passenger? 
7. Are cigarette lighter and ashtray 

both located conveniently for driver? 
8. Is rear vision mirror positioned so as 

not to cause blind spot for driver? 
Total for Henry J Corse:ir 


OPERATING PER MILE ANALYSIS 


1. Cost of gasoline 
2. Cost of insurance 
3. Firs: year’s depreciation 
4. Maintenance: 
a. Two new tires 
b. Brake reline 
c. Major tune-up 
d. Renew front fender 
e. Renew rear bumper 
f. Renew rear bumper 
f. Adjust automatic transmission, 
change lubricant 
First year cost of operation in cents per mile 5.5¢ 
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ability at high cruising speeds is good 


INCE THE TURN of the century, the 
,) phrase “Ask the man who owns one” 
has been familiar to automotive-minded 
persons. Synonymous with the name Pack- 
ard is the pride of ownership exhibited by 
those persons who drive Packards, and 
they have good reason to be. Maybe the 
Packard isn’t a “bomb” and maybe it 
doesn’t handle like a sports car, but for 
the average motorist it provides good fam- 
ily transportation. 

So that we could get an owner’s reaction 
to our test car, the Packard 300, we took 
it on a weekend 1300-mile, round-trip 
jaunt from Los Angeles to Lake Tahoe. 
This route took us through all kinds of 
picturesque country, from desert at sea 
level through narrow-laned hairpin moun- 
tain passes at 8o000-foot altitudes. For 
marathon driving runs of to hours’ dura- 
tion experienced on the Tahoe trip, the 
Packard proved itself to be a car that 
didn’t appreciably tire either the driver or 
passengers. 


Handling Good on Cruising Rides 


Every type of road was encountered on 
the Tahoe trip, and our general reaction to 
Packard’s handling qualities is good, es- 
pecially on long, cruising rides. Steering 
wheel vibration and shock are only notice- 
able on washboard roads. 


front end has a little tendency to “walk”; 
at normal speeds, this condition is never 
noticeable. The steering wheel returns to 
neutral quickly. The front end never 
breaks loose on any kind of turn, but at 
high speeds you can break the rear end 
loose on a sharp turn or on wet pavement. 
Railroad tracks, tar strips, shoulders, and 
edges of asphalt roads have no appreciable 
effect on steering wheel control. When 
standing still, with the combination of 
weight and low pressure tires and despite 
the high steering ratio, the wheel is hard 
to turn. 

One outstanding characteristic of the 
’52 Packard is its ability to take corners 
without excessive body tilt, a tribute to 
the engineering of the suspension system 
and weight distribution of the body, which 
gives the overall ride a balanced, equalized 
effect, ideal for comfort on long trips. 


Various Models Compared 


Last year we tested the Packard 200 
equipped with the 138-bhp engine and 
Ultramatic transmission (Febr. ’51 Motor 
TREND). This year’s test car, the Packard 
300, seemed to have better roadability and 
cruising comfort, possibly due to the 290- 
pounds additional weight (4380 compared 
to 4090 pounds), five inches long wheel- 
base (127 compared to 122 inches), and 


indicated better performance for the 300 


Two hands are required to operate latch re- 


lease and lift hood; release is difficult to 
find ; grille retains familiar Packard styling 


ACKARD 00 of and for those who like more power, an ue 

ms By Welt Woron.. On the Patrician 400, Packard’s top (se 
Ultramatic transmission, and a lateral sta- 
bilizer on the rear suspension system is ( 

standard equipment. For those who still al 

like the more economical, manual, gear- “ty 

shifting arrangement, Packard’s standard od 

transmission is optional on the 200 and al 

300 series. Overdrive is available at extra ol 

cost on the standard transmission cars. aad 

Performance Not Outstanding. yea 

But Adequate sys 

A performance comparison of the ’52 “a 

model 300 with the ’51 model 200 proved the 

to be an interesting but not altogether en- vee 

lightening study. For instance, in the o to fail 

30 mph acceleration tests, the 300 proved af 

to be faster; but in the o to 60 mph tests, off 

the 200 was faster by 1.1 seconds. Top al 

speed of the 300 (97.8 mph) exceeded that 1 

of the 200 (95.6 mph) by 2.2 mph, while 

Editor Woron stops on Donner Summit with Packard 300 on return from Lake Tahoe  jdentical, with the average for both being on 

13.6 mpg. 

Packard’s new ‘‘Easamatic’’ power brakes make “Resameatte” Power Brakes ato 

traffic driving a pleasure; highway road- Brake stopping distances should have J 


Going into tight corners, such as‘those _ the airplane-type, direct-acting, shock ab- Th 
experienced on narrow twisting roads up _ sorbers in the rear suspension system (not Visibility to rear is good; interior appoint- dra 
the sides of mountains, didn’t give us any on the 200 model). The Packard 300 hasa_ = ments give look of the luxury class which ing 
problem. Through high speed turns, the powerplant rated at 150 bhp @ 3600 rpm, has long been associated with the Packard Oct 
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model since it is equipped with the Pack- 
ard ““Easamatic” power brakes (optional 
at $39.45 on all models), but the truth 
of the matter is that last year’s brakes 
(self-energizing, hydraulic-type) on the 
200 out-performed the power brakes, ex- 
cept for the stopping distance at the 60- 
mph _ speed. 

Cold test figures, however, do not al- 
ways tell the complete story. The ‘“Easa- 
matic” power brakes (exclusive with Pack- 
ard) actually do make brake applications 
“almost as effortless as pressing the ac- 
celerator.” Power braking has been stand- 
ard equipment on trucks and buses for 
years; the difference in Packard’s brake 
system, developed by Bendix Aviation 
Corp., is that the toe pressure required on 
the brake pedal increases gradually to give 
the driver the proper “feel” when applying 
brakes. In the event of vacuum boost 
failure, engine manifold pressure is still 
sufficient for an easy stop; with the engine 
off, the amount of pressure required would 
merely return to normal. - 

We especially like the positioning of the 
brake pedal at approximately the same 
distance from the floorboard as the accel- 
erator. Thus, shifting of your entire leg 
when moving your foot from the acceler- 
ator to the brake pedal is unnecessary; a 
pivoting motion is all that is required. 
The Packard brakes, unlike any other 


The armrests have undersize indentations 
for gripping to close doors ; position of the 
hand is awkward as indicated in this view 


The innovation for Packard is the sliding 
drawer-type glove compartment;  spill- 
ing of contents is definitely eliminated 
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in the industry, operate through a simple 
unit combining power and brake master 
cylinders. The “Easamatic” brake system 
utilizes the same vacuum that runs the 
windshield wipers to do a third of the 
work. The light braking pressure requires 
careful applicatjon until the driver has the 
new “feel”; otherwise, overbraking may 
result, especially under emergency condi- 
tions. However, in our case, the delicate 
touch was quickly acquired and the reduc- 
tion in effort undoubtedly helped to make 
our Tahoe trip one of the easiest and least 
tiring that we have ever taken. 


Acceleration Not Startling 


One noticeable point discovered on the 
long Tahoe trip was that in an attempt to 
pass other cars at a speed in excess of 60 
mph, there is no surge of power when it is 
most needed. Although at speeds above 
55 mph the Ultramatic is advertised as 
being in “‘solid, direct drive,” a kick-down 
gear might be helpful here, or some means 
by which to improve the direct-drive ac- 
celeration. Actually, the synchro-mesh 


transmission with its more effective third- 
speed and overdrive would probably be 
more ideally suited for cross-country driv- 
ing than the Ultramatic, but of course, not 
as convenient. By today’s standards of 


The windwings have to be opened manually 
instead of by crank. Most cars in the Pack- 
ard price range have crank-operated wings 


pivoting of foot from accelerator is all that 
is required to operate low-set brake pedal 


performance in competitive cars, the Pack- 
ard’s acceleration is relatively poor. 


Sleek, Graceful Body Lines 


Studying the body lines of the various 
Packard models is indeed a pleasure, for 
they are exceptionally well-proportioned, 
giving the appearance of sturdiness, bal- 
ance, and large-car luxuriousness. The full 
width frontal areas with the high-crowned 
front fenders give a sense of unusual 
massiveness and, in addition, give the 
driver good visibility for parking. In these 
days of loss of distinctive identification, 
it is a tribute to Packard stylists that they 
were able to maintain a semblance of the 
familiar grille shape of past years. 

The standard Packard models are de- 
void of excess chrome; however, this non- 
functional styling which the chrome af- 
fords on the deluxe models is in keeping 
with other makes of the same class. Espe- 
cially distinctive are the rear fender lou- 
vers. Legroom, shoulder and headroom of 
the car’s interior are excellent, with the 
foam-rubber seat cushions giving soft-ride 
comfort. 


Interior Roomy, Seats Comfortable 


The passenger compartment of any car 
becomes very familiar to you when you 
have been driving steadily for extremely 

(Continued on page twenty-six) 


Wide doors and chair-height seats make 
getting in and out of car a simple proce- 
dure; seat comfort is exceptionally good 


One of the industry’s roomiest luggage 
compartments is incorporated in the Pack- 


ard body design. Note taillight styling 
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Packard's L-head, in-line, eight cylinder engine is rated at 150 bhp @ 3600 rpm; a high 
compression head, boosting ratio up to 7.8:1, is available for those who like more power 


long stretches. The roominess and overall 
comfort of our test car on the Tahoe trip 
were a welcome relief to some cars that we 
have tested that didn’t have these advan- 
tages. The chair-height seats made driving 


especially pleasant, and no complaints 
were heard from the passengers. We like 
the relative position of the seats to the 
dash and to the outside. The seats are 
firm but soft enough to be “just right” 


for maximum comfort. Vision to front and 
rear is excellent. 

Door openings are large, allowing easy 
ingress or egress without undue stooping 
or maneuvering. 

Armrests are a slight disappointment in 
that the aft section of them tapers to too 
narrow a width to be comfortable for rest- 
ing your elbow. They are also awkward to 
use for closing the doors as the hand-grip 
indentation is on the underside of the 
armrests. The windwings have to be 
opened manually instead of by crank 
as are most cars in this price range. Ash- 
trays, however, are adequate with one for 
the driver and another on the extreme 
right of the dash for the passenger. The 
glove compartment is a drawer-type. The 
windshield wiper control is located con- 
veniently on the left side of the steering 
column. The upholstery and general in- 
terior appointments are luxurious in design. 


Instrument Panel Over-Simplified 


While something can be said for keep- 
ing the number of instruments that a driv- 
er has to be bothered with to a minimum, 
in this case we feel that Packard has over- 
simplified their instrument panel. The only 
gauges on the panel are the fuel capacity 
and water temperature units with only 
red warning lights used for the oil pressure 
and battery charge. The metal-worked 
pattern behind the instruments’ dials is 
very effective in providing the luxury 
look, but the dials themselves are not set 
up for legible reading, with not enough 
definition between the numerals and the 
background of the speedometer. 

Reflections from the dash are practically 
nil. Only once on the entire trip to Tahoe 


(Continued on page forty) 


PACKARD 300 TEST TABLE 


PERFORMANCE 
CLAYTON CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 
(All tests are made under full load conditions) 


RPM MPH ROAD HP 
2000 27 45 
2600 | 74 
2900 2 (maximum) 


86 
Per cent of ‘ce Me delivered to driving 
wheels—57.3 


ACCELERATION IN SECONDS 
(Checked with fifth wheel and electric compen 


Standing start VY mile :20.7 
0-30 mph (0-37, car 

peedomet: ding 706.9 :05.4 
0-60 mph (0-74, car 

d ding) :20.8 :18.3 

10-60 mph in High :18.3 

30-69 mph in High 13.5 


*Shift to High at 30 mph 


Stopping distance at: 


30 mph 52 ft. 7 in 
45 mph 113 ft. Zin. 
60 mph 227 ft. 7 in. 
GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 
ENGINE 

Type L-head, in line 8 
Bore and stroke 
Stroke/bore ratio 1.22:1 
Compression ratio 7:1 

Compression ratio (optional high 
compression ) 7.8:1 
ae 327 cu. in. 
Advertised bh 150 @ 3600 rpm 
Piston travel © maximum bhp 2550 ft. per min. 
Bhp per cu. in. 46 
Maximum torque 270 Ibs. ft. @ 2000 rpm 
Maximum bmep 100.92 psi 

DRIVE SYSTEM 


g board to front of 
in., Rear—461/2 in. 


diagonal line from 5 in. yey 9 of 
seat back to headlining) Front 36 in., Rear 35% in. 


INTERIOR SAFETY CHECK CHART 


QUESTION YES NO 
1. Blind spot at left windshield post 
at a minimum x 
2. Vision to right rear satisfactory? x 
3. Positive lock to prevent doors from 
being opened from inside? x 
4. Does adjustable front seat lock 
secure in place? x 
M ti on dash- 
board x 
6. Is = brake accessible 
both driver and passenger? x 


we hes. cigarette lighter and ashtray 
both located conveniently for driver? X 


Transmission: Ultramatic (torque converter with 
gears) 8. Is rear vision mirror positio so as 
TOP SPEED (MPH) not to — blind spot for driver? we 
(Clocked speeds over surveyed 4 mile) DIMENSIONS Total for Packard 300 
Fastest one-way run 97.8 Wheelbase 127 in. OPE ALYSI 
an . Cost of gasoline 
FUEL CONSUMPTION IN MILES PER GALLON Overall width 7Tis in. 2. Cost of insurance 162.40 
(Checked with fuel flowmeter, fifth wheel and Overall length 217% in. 3. First year’s depreciation 665. 
electric speedometer) Overall height 627% in 4. Maintenance — 
Steady 30 mph 17.5 Turning radius 22 ft. a. Two — tires (8.00x15) 60.30 
Steady 45 mph 14.8 ‘Turns, lock to lock 4% b. Brake reline 23.36 
Steady 60 mph 134 (teat 
ei p ratio .2: w 3 
nimate average in 4s Weight/ road hp rat 50.9:1 rear bumper 59.85 
BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE citriboton 2390-1990 or 54.5.45.5 4.10 
(Checked with electrically actuated detonator) weight eq. in. of brake lining area 21. First yecr cost of operation in cents per mile 12.5c 
Motor Trend 


Twenty-six 


858 


~ 


October 1952 


Winged 


V-8 Custom 


By William D. Dailey 


Photos by Ken Furhman 


HIS SHARP LOOKING ’49 Ford custom, belonging to 
Bob Bettencourt of San Francisco, was customized by the 
former owner, Harold Scott of Richmond, Calif. 

Scott chopped the roof four inches and channeled the body 
over the frame four inches, giving the car a low, rakish look. A 
’51 Pontiac grille was reworked, the hood smoothed, and the 
headlights frenched. The body was coated with 17 layers of a 
passionate fuchsia paint. The interior is done up in cobra skin 
and alligator trim, and a smart miniature cocktail bar divides 
the rear seating section, doubling for an arm-rest when not in 
use, thereby providing for comfort at all times. 

Scott removed all the door handles including the one for the 
deck lid, plugged and molded the holes in the body. Bettencourt 
is credited with installing the electrically operated pushbuttons 
for the doors. 

Another outstanding feature of the car is a pair of casters 
which have been installed just forward of the rear bumper on 
a section of steel angle iron. This gimmick keeps the low rear 
end from being damaged when the car is going in and out of 
driveways and passing over bumps. 

Besides keeping his custom in tip-top shape, which, inci- 
dentally, took three months to complete at a very low cost of 
$300. Bettencourt builds miniature racing cars. They run on 
souped-up gas engines which push the little demons around a 
small course at 100 mph, or better. 
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ROM THE RESULTS on hand, design of a beautiful 
instrument panel and interior was a very popular subject for 
our Motor TREND contest, just completed. There were several 
100 entries from all over the country, plus two from England. 
The winner of the Mile-O-Meter Award Trophy and the $100 
Savings Bond, as judged by the impartial panel of three experts 
(Burt Chalmers of Coachcraft, Ltd.; Henry Keck, in- 
terior design consultant; and George Jergenson, art instructor, 
Art Center School) is John P. Fischer of Monroe, Mich. Coming 
in for the second prize of a $50 Savings Bond is Roy Brenner, 
Chicago, Ill.; and the third prize of a $25 Savings Bond goes 
to Walter Baker of Louisville, Ky. 
All winners on these pages, not counting the top three, won 
De Luxe Mile-O-Meters; others not shown, because of space 


| 


L. J. Kumstbeck, Milwaukee, Wisc—A majority 
of the dash is covered with a practical thickness 
of cork. Indicative controls are grouped so that 
there is a minimum wandering of the eyes for read- 
ings. Horn, dip switch, and turn indicators are oper- 
ated by finger-tip levers on the steering column. 


limitations, won standard models. The trophy, awarded to first- 
place winner, was designed by Lee Wallard and made by 
Gale Hall Engineering. A photograph of the trophy, together 
with pictures and biographical sketches of the three top win- 
ners, will be found on page 43. A list of all winners and their 
addresses will also be found there. 

The editors of Motor Trenp feel that the contest was a 
great success and wish to thank all participants. The judging 
was made extremely difficult because of the number of good 
basic designs. Some of them excel in new ideas, all stressed 
safety, and most showed considerable effort and thought to 
create a design of functional beauty—all in the interest of auto- 
motive progress in a specialized field that seems often to be 
neglected by many large-scale manufacturers. 


Wayne Takeuchi, Los Angeles, Calif—The in- 
teresting points on my design are that the crash 
pad will automatically separate from the dash- 
board and comes forward 12°inches so that the 
person or persons riding beside the driver will not 
smack his face against the windshield. The crash 
pad is made up of five-inch-thick sponge rubber, 
with leather covering. The radio is recessed in the 
crash pad and will remain in the dash board when 
the crash pad goes forward. Please note that the 
padding also goes underneath the instrument panel. 
Through experience, I found that the knees take 
a lot of beating, so when an accident occurs, the 
padding will lessen knee injuries. 

\ The instrument panel has been set higher than 
f° usual, just below the line of vision, all in one unit, 


_ so the driver may see the instruments without 
ie searching for them. The instrument panel contains, 
: . 1 to r: fuel and water temperature gauges, oil pres- 
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sure warning light, speedometer, ammeter, vacuum 
gauge. Tachometer is placed in the steering column. 
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These winners of Motor Trend’s interior 


design contest show prime concern for 


functional safety as well as beauty 


CONTEST SPONSORED BY GALE HALL ENGINEERING 


G. O. Toms, Vallejo, Calif—All chrome 
is shaded from the sun by the overhang 
of padding and the slanting upward of 
the dashboard (above). No knobs pro- 
trude from the board. All buttons are of 
push-pull type, and run along lower edge 
of panel. Emergency brake is in the 
center for accessibility to both driver 
and passenger. Telescoping stand on rear 
view mirror is to alleviate blind spot when 


Don Joslin, Erie, Penna.—The safety features found in this 
design are a heavily padded dash (Fabrilite), fully recessed 
instruments, and a pop-out windshield. The upper row of 
instruments (left to right): fuel, ammeter, oil pressure, 
water temperature, speedometer, radio station indicator are 
covered with cast Plexiglas housings. The lower row (left to 
right): ignition, lights, wiper, lighter, air control buttons 
are recessed into the dash. The vacuum gauge and clock 
are recessed into the padding, which is rounded under the 
lower edge of the dash and provides a grip by which to 
pull open the drawer-type glove compartment. For safety, 
the emergency brake is foot-operated (not shown). 


a passenger is seated in the middle. 

Mile-O-Meter mounts on left of steering 
column and tachometer on right. Fuel 
gauge, ammeter, and temperature gauges 
are in center. High beam warning light is 
in speedometer housing, which runs across 
top of instrument panel. 


October 1952 


Irving Barjarske, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisc. instruments at driver’s wheel for con- . 


Safety: Heavy crash padding or panel all 
around. All instruments centralized at 
wheel leave no device on panel for in- 
jury. Curved windshield eliminating post 
is for clearer vision. Practicability: Cen- 
tralizing and grouping of all essential 


venience and comfort. Added Features: 
Compass in steering post (easy to read). 
Self-disposing special ash tray—accumu- 
lated ashes released by push button. Built 
in glove or map compartment in driver's 
door which serves as arm rest as well. 


David C. McElroy, Los Angeles, Calif. — 
Starting from left to right, the steering 
wheel uses only one spoke. Notice that 
the spoke angles back at about 45 degrees. 
This permits the driver to simply reach 
through the inside of the wheel to select 
his gear range from the gear selector, 
which is mounted on the end of the 
steering column. The horn is placed just 
on top of the gear selector. The ignition 
key and combination starter is found on 
the right side of the steering column 
about 14 the way down. The Mile-O-Meter 
is mounted on top of the steering column 
about % of the way down. A one-piece 
windshield extends around the corners. 


MAJOR WINNERS ON NEXT PAGE» 
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First Prize: John P. Fischer, Monroe, 
Mich.—All instruments and controls (ex- 
cept emergency brake) are grouped on 
a panel recessed in a plastic or leather- 
covered padded dash. The dash panel ex- 
tends over the passengers’ knees and a 
grab rail is provided along its near edge. 
The emergency brake is centrally located 
along the grab rail within reach of pas- 
sengers as well as the driver. 


Thirty 


Second Prize: Roy Brenner, Chicago, IIl. 
—The windshield surrounding the dash is 
of the impact pop-out type and has a 
very light blue tint so as to cut down 
glare during the day yet not hinder visi- 
bility at night. All dials are illuminated 
by black light. The entire dash is under- 
lined with cork and sponge rubber, then 
covered with pleated leather or a similar 
material. There are no dangerous projec- 


tions, even the glove compartment is 
operated from a hidden latch underneath. 
The speedometer, which is enclosed in a 
long narrow plastic case above the level 
of the dash, operates in a left to right 
manner. It does not obstruct the driver’s 
view. The tach is located directly below 
the center of the speedometer for direct 
comparisons. The adjustable steering wheel 
is of unbreakable rubber-plastic material. 
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Biyold E. Zellmer, Milwaukee, Wisc.—The one-piece wind- 
hield is the type that knocks out on a hard impact. The top 

i dash is leather-covered sponge rubber. The bottom part 
| fkaso sponge rubber with a leather covering. The instrument- 
? Hind-dash panel is three inches back of the leather’s leading 
| Bee. This adds to the safety and stops instrument reflection 
ithe windshield. All instruments are in plain view and easy 
pread. All controls are accessible to the driver and are of 
ie pull-push type. The emergency brake is on the right side 
ithe driver. a 


Third Prize: Walter Baker, Louisville, 
Ky.—Cellular rubber crash pads give full 
support to upper portion of body of 
each occupant of the car in event of a 
crash. The steering wheel is geared to the 
shaft in such a way as to provide a sta- 
tionary hub for driver’s crash pad. Pas- 
sengers’ pads can be placed flush with 
dash upon releasing simple, pin-type catch, 
thus affording maximum ease of entering 
and leaving the car. Pad support members 
provide handy picnic-writing trays. 
Instruments are placed directly in 
driver’s line of sight beneath wheel rim 
and far back to prevent night-time re- 
flections in the windshield. Major con- 
trols are grouped about a stationary hub. 
Roll-type aluminum doors cover glove 
compartments. Doors hinged from center 
permit omission of windshield corner posts. 
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Special Award: Colin G. Neale, Hover- 
church, Essex, England—Since safety is 
all-important, the dash panel is basically 
a thick crash-pad of foam rubber, com- 
pletely trimmed with leather. A similar 
pad is fitted above the push-out-type 
windshield, and the rear view mirror is 
on a rubber strut. Trim design is con- 
tinuous with that of the seats. The dash 
pad is recessed to receive the various 
instruments and controls so that they 
are on a plane below the surface of the 
rubber, the top of the steering column 
also ends at this plane, so that the spokes 
taper out and upwards to the wheel- 
rim. In the event that the driver pitches 
forward on sudden deceleration, the angled 
steering wheel spokes, and gear shift, 
would give outwards at a predetermined 
load (weak link principle), allowing the 
rim to collapse, thus eliminating the only 
projection. Handbrake is located to left 
of instrument panel. Instruments are 
above the steering column and the con- 
trols are placed horizontally low on panel. 
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New Mercury incorporates improved 
steering wheel position and angle, and 
new instrument grouping on an air- 
craft-type control panel that clears 
passenger compartment of all projec- 
g tions. The pendulum-type clutch and 
Said brake pedals are decided improvement 
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Appealing to the eye, the new ‘52 Mercury lives 


up to our technical staff's first impressions 


HERE IS AN OLD saying about 

first impressions usually being right, 
or at least if they’re not right, they stay 
with you for a long time and are hard to 
shake. It certainly was true on Motor 
TREND Research’s test of the 1952 Mer- 
cury. After just a short ride in this new 
car, we (Walt Woron and myself) com- 
pared notes and found we agreed on the 
following: it has good pick-up; has a 
soft ride, floats over bumps without 
undue bouncing; the vision is very good; 
steering is easy and the seat is comfort- 
able (although there’s not enough fore- 
and-aft adjustment); the armrest, even 
though it is a good feature, gets in the 
way when you're making quick maneu- 
vers. After driving 1000 miles we found 
that we still felt the same way. 

From the combination front bumper 
and radiator grille, high front fenders, 
one-piece curved windshield and forward 
raked line of the rear fenders, to the 
centrally located gas filler neck, the 
1952 Mercury is—to the eye—a new 
car. It’s shorter in overall length (by 
4% inches), has the same basic body as 
the Ford (instead of the Lincoln body 
it featured from ’49 through ’51), has a 
hotter engine (13 more horsepower), is 
lighter (by almost too pounds), and is 
generally improved. 

Following our usual procedure we drove 
to the Clayton Engineering Company’s 
plant to check the car for road horse- 
power on their chassis dynamometer. 
This, the first step on our road test, is 
to ascertain that the car furnished us is 


in top condition, and to satisfy a natural 
curiosity about the added performance 
we may expect over the previous model. 
The 1952 Mercury engine, basically the 
same as the 1949 model, has an in- 


creased compression ratio of 7.2 to one” 


from 6.8 to one, and camshaft modified, 
raising the horsepower from 112 @ 3600 


to 125 @ 3700 rpm. Torque has increased 


in line with horsepower from 206 ft. lbs. 
@ 2000 rpm to 210 ft. lbs. @ 2000 rpm. 
Road horsepower figures (see Test Table) 
bore out the advertised horsepower in- 
crease, in the 1200 and 2000 rpm range, 
but fell off slightly at maximum. 


Still Easy on Fuel 


Fuel consumption figures were very 
close to last year’s, and, as might be? 
expected, are not too far from the ex+ 
ceptionally good mileage record madé 
by Mercury in the 1952 Mobilgas Econ- 
omy Run. All traffic checks were made 
in conventional drive, using Mobilgas 
Special. Better mileage may be obtained 
by using overdrive, but at the cost of 
additional wear to the brake lining since 
overdrive is designed as an economical 
cruising gear. The Borg-Warner overdrive 
incorporates a free wheeling unit whict 
operates in third gear unless manually 
locked out. While the engine acts as < 
brake when decelerating in overdrive (al 
though at reduced effectiveness becaus« 
of the low overall gear ratio), automatic 
shift back to third when the car speec 
drops below 23-24 mph puts additiona: 
load on brakes when the car is stopped 
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Gas mileage figures are bound to vary 
with each individual driver; the heavier 
the foot the more gas pours through the 
engine. We make a practice of testing 
each car over the same course, with the 
same drivers, thereby getting as compar- 
able figures as possible. ; 


Handling and Ride 


On the way to Indio we found the 
seats to be quite comfortable, the ride 
soft, steering firm and better con- 
trolled than on previous models. There 
was a noticeable and fairly objection- 
able amount of road shock felt through 
the steering wheel. It was not steering 
wheel kick but shock felt through the 
steering column, with the same feeling 
of road shock through the seats, even 


though the upholstery was pleasantly. 


soft. Headroom is adequate both front 
and rear (35% inches from seat to roof 
in front, 34%4 inches rear). The front 


Hood features non-functional airscoop; 
however, scoop is designed for added 
cooling when ohv engine is installed 


Additional lights are mounted in bump- 
er guards, cost extra. Vertical grille- 


work is covered over by license plates 
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seat. however. does not move back far 
enough (16% inches, maximum, from 
front of seat to pedals) for a fairly tall 
person. The driver’s armrest, a comfort- 
able resting place for the elbow, has the 
disadvantage of restricting arm move- 
ments for quick maneuvering. 

During high speed driving and cornér- 
ing, rear seat passengers complained about 
the sidesway. Enfering and leaving the car 
is made easy through doors that open wide., 


Accurate Steering 


The ’52 Mercury handles very well, 
steering is particularly good. accurate, 
and steady. Steering wheel angle and 
position have both been improved. Front 
end mushiness, noticeable since ’49, has 
been virtually eliminated. In hard turns 
with power on there was no feeling of 
front end drift or excessive steering effort. 
Where the road surface was smooth it 
was very difficult to break the rear end 


Visibility is exceptionally good in new 
Mercury. Body construction is solid 
with joint seams fitting well together 


loose. If this did happen, it responded well 
to correction. Choppy road surfaces taken 
at high speeds caused the rear end to 
break loose, but we never got ourselves 
broadside. On straight stretches there was 
no wander, nor was crosswind correction 
necessary. Dips in the road taken at high 
speeds did not cause excessive rebound nor 
hard bottoming of the rear springs. 


Same Brakes 


Stopping distances are about the same 
as in previous models, since the same 
type of brake, same size drums and lin- 
ing area are used. Inasmuch as the ’52 
Mercury is 100 pounds lighter, however, 
it has a slight edge in number of pounds 
that each square inch of brake lining 
area has to stop. The ’51 Mercury road 
test was made in the comparatively cool 
climate of early spring, the present one in 
summer with temperatures around 110°F. 

(Continued on next page) 


PHOTOS BY ERIC RICKMAN 


Stopping distances are about same as in previous models; however the lighter 
’52 has edge because each square inch of brake lining area has to stop fewer pounds 
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Brake horsepower of the ’52 Mercury engine is up from 112 hp @ 3600 rpm to 125 
hp @ 3700 rpm. Compression ratio has also been increased from 6.8:1 to 7.2:1 


(Continued from preceding page) 
Even so the brakes acted well, with 
little fading and only one broadside stop. 

The pendulum type clutch and brake 
pedals, both hung from above instead of 
coming through the floorboard, are a 
decided improvement. The foot slides 
easily from accelerator to brake pedal 
and toe pressure is easy to apply. Other 
advantages: no holes in the floorboard, im- 


proved accessibility of master brake cylin- 
der. 


Top Speed Slightly Higher 


As is always the case, increased horse- 
power gives higher speeds. In the Mer- 
cury it resulted in slightly more than 
one mph—93.75 for the fastest run as 
against 92.49 in ’51. Top speed runs were 
made both in conventional and overdrive. 


the overdrive gear ratio (2.87 to 1) 
providing the higher top speed with the 
least amount of revs. During top speed 
runs, steering was accurate and the car 
was steady. Despite the lack of sound ab- 
sorbing material under the hood, engine 
noise was very low. 


Pick-Up Improved 

The acceleration qualities of the ’52 
Mercury are still not particularly out- 
standing in the lower ranges but show 
slight improvement over the ’51. Most 
of this is undoubtedly due to the lower 
power to weight ratio of one to 29.4 on 
our ’52 test car, as compared to one to 
33-6 on the ’51 test car. From standing 
starts, the clutch operated smoothly, 
with positive wheel spin noticeable for 
about 1o feet. The gear shift linkage 
could be improved for really fast shifts, 
but for normal operation it is perfectly 
satisfactory. The familiar V-8 torque 
growl is still present when accelerating, 
or under heavy load, but it has been 
quieted down. 


Styling Changes 

Stylewise, we personally dislike non- 
functional styling accessories like the 
door sash and fake airscoop. Of course, 
knowing why Mercury adopted the air- 
scoop on this year’s model throws a com- 
pletely different light on that item. The 
story is that the scoop was designed for 
added cooling to accompany the overhead 
valve engine that was to be in the ’52 
model. Material and tooling problems set 
in and Mercury was unable to tool up in 
time for the new engine. According to 
Benson Ford, this styling device was in- 
corporated after it was found that the 
hood would not close when the present 
engine was installed, due to the location 
of the air cleaner. It may be opened up 
when the overhead job is installed. 

(Continued on page thirty-eight) 


PERFORMANCE 
CLAYTON CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 
RPM MPH ROAD HP 
1200 241% 3614, 
2000 42 60 
3100 62 (maximum) 72 


Per cent of advertised hp delivered to driving 
wheels—57.6 

ACCELERATION IN SECONDS 
(Checked with fifth wheel and electric emer 
start mile :20.1 


0-30 mph (0-33 car speedometer) :05.6 
0-60 mph (0-67 car speedometer) :18.6 
10-60 mph in high gear :23.8 
30-60 mph in high gear 114.8 


TOP SPEED (MPH) 

(Clocked speeds over surveyed 14 mile) 
Fastest one-way run 93.75 
Average of four runs 91.71 
FUEL CONSUMPTION IN MILES PER GALLON 
(Checked with fuel flowmeter, fifth wheel, and 
electric speedometer) 


CONVEN- 

TIONAL OVERDRIVE 
Steady 30 mph 2.1 23.4 
Steady 45 mph 18.9 21.3 
Steady 60 mph 15.4 17.4 
Approximate average in traffic 16.7 


BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 
(Checked with electrically actuated 


Stopping distance at 
30 mph 44 ft. 4 in. 


MERCURY TEST TABLE 


45 mph 120 ft. 8 in. 
60 mph 194 ft. 1 in. 
GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 
ENGINE 
Type L-head,V-8 
Bore and stroke 3%6x4 in. 
Stroke ‘bore ratio 1.2:1 
Compression ratio 7.2:1 
Displacement 255.4 cu. in. 
Advertised bhp 125 @ 3700 rpm 


Piston travel @ max. bhp 2466 ft. per min. 
Bhp per cu. in. 48 
Maximum torque 210 Ibs. ft. @ 2000 rpm 
DRIVE SYSTEM 
TRANSMISSION: 
Rear axle: Hypoid drive Hotchkiss 
Gear ratios: 3.73 standard 


4.10 overdrive 
3.31 Merco-Matic 


DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase 118 in. 
Trea Front—58, Rear—56 in. 
Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.07:1 
Overall width 73.5 in. 
Overall length 202 in. 
Overall height 62.5 in. 
Turning radius 21.2 ft. 
Turns, lock to lock 7 5% 
Weight (test car) 3670 Ibs. 
Weight/bhp ratio 29.36:1 
Weight/road hp ratio 50.97:1 
Weight distribution (front to rear) 55.2-44.8% 


Weight/sq. in. of brake lining area 23.06 Ibs. 


INTERIOR SAFETY CHECK CHART 


QUESTION YES NO 


1. Blind spot at left windshield post 
at a minimum? 

Vision to right rear satisfactory? 

Positive lock to prevent rear doors 
from being opened from inside? 

Does adjustable front seat lock 
securely in place? 

Minimum of projections on dash- 
board face? 

. Is emergency brake accessible to 
both driver and passenger? x 

7. Are cigarette lighter and ash tray 

both located conveniently for driver? X 
8. Is rear vision mirror positioned so 


x 


oa 


as not to cause blind spot for driver? x 
Total for Mercury 75% 
OPERATING COST PER MILE ANALYSIS 
1. Cost of gasoline $132.61 
2. Cost of insurance 140.40 
3. First year’s depreciation 268.00 

4, Maintenance: 
a. Two new tires 53.18 
b. Brake reline 26.02 
¢. Major tune-up 13.65 
d. Renew front fender 51.47 
e. Renew rear bumper 54 
First = cost of operation per mile 7.3 
Overdrive 109.00 
Automatic transmission 189.50 
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FIRST GAS TURBINE 
CAR... THE ROVER! 
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Illustrations courtesy of AUTOCAR,’’ London, England 


‘QX\HE MOTORING WORLD has been 
watching with considerable interest the 
development_of the gas turbine engine engi- 
neered by the Rover Company in England. 
In test runs at Jabbeke highway in Belgium 
early this summer, 27-year-old Spencer King 
and his cousin, Peter Wilks, age 29, drove 
the car at average speeds of 151.196 mph. 
Although several features of the car have 
caused the engineers considerable problems, 
the car’s powerplant offers automobile manu- 
facturers an objective study in a completely 
new type of engine for automobiles. 
Since the car was first demonstrated in 


COOLER 


ELECTRICALLY DRIVEN 
STARTING PUMP 
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ACCELERATOR PEDAL 


1950, a much improved engine has been de- 
veloped, incorporating a heat exchanger 
which cuts fuel consumption, originally much 
too high, to an acceptable figure. An official 
of the Rover Company commented, however, 
that while “the heat exchanger is efficient in 
saving fuel, it has to be made reliable and 
that is our whole problem today.” The en- 
gine of the turbo-car, which can develop 200 
bhp, is mounted behind the driver and the 
fuel tank is under the hood. 

It can run on a variety of fuels including 
kerosene. Outstanding feature of the car is 
that it accelerates with extreme smoothness 


Dubbed the “Whizzard” 


because of its deep 
hissing powerplant, 
Britain's new automotive 
development may be 

a forerunner of . 

things to come 


without any change in gearing whatsoever, 
since the powerplant does not employ a 
clutch, gearbox, carburetor, or ignition sys- 
tem. F. R. Bell, designer and expert in air- 
craft jet engines and axial compressors who 
was responsible for the development of the 
gas-turbine car for the Rover Company, had 
this to say for the future prospects of the 
car: “While, in many ways, the car behaves 
in superior manner to existing piston-en- 
gined cars, the still difficult problem of fuel 
consumption, while improving, is far from 
satisfactory—the turbine car could be a very 
desirable sports car.” 


AIR INTAKE 


GAS TURBINE UNIT 
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30,000 VOLTS OUTPUT AS 
YOUR ENGINE REQUIRES IT! 


With this great output from DSM you'll 
achieve smoother engine performance . . . 
= sustained top speeds . . . and greater 
all-around economy. 


DSM owners notice immediately the added 
zip and power on the take-off . . . the abil- 
ity to start their car on two pencil flashlight 
tteries . . . all weather water-proof per- 
formance . . . and countless increased ad- 
vantages too numerous to mention. 


Top race car drivers recommend DSM. Many 
DSM. But 

the most “satisfying fact is that EVERY 
DSM OWNER is a DSM BOOSTER. 


DSM is made from the finest materials avail- 
able and is built to outlast the vehicle on 
which it’s installed. No wonder most State 
and municipal Police cars are installed with 
DSM. If you, too, want the top peak in 
Ignition Performance . . . install a DSM 

Y. You'll be glad tomorrow you acted 
wisely today. 


You can obtain your DSM at your supply 
house or write direct to the factory for your 
nearest dealer. 


REMEMBER . there’s only ONE DSM . 
beware of substitutes. BE SURE when you 
buy that you get the genuine DSM . . 
marked on the bakelite case. 


‘DSM ELECTRIC 


COMPANY 
Hamilton, Detroit 2, Michigan 


Jobber Inquiries invited 
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CLASSIC COMMEN 


A recent Federal Order is causing 
a scramble for parts by the 


classic car enthusiasts 


By Robert 


NOTE: Since MOTOR TREND discon- 
tinued its monthly classic car article a few 
months ago, countless requests have been 
received seeking a resumption of the col- 
umn. Frankly, we were surprised at the 
large number of classic car enthusiasts, 
best illustrated by reviewing our Sell ’N’ 
Swap ads. As an example, 48 per cent of 
the ads in the Sell ’N’ Swap column in our 
September 1952 issue pertained to the 
classic car field. The remaining 52 per cent 
applied to foreign, sport, antique, hot rod, 
custom, and modern cars. In conformity 
with our policy of giving our readers the 
material they desire, Classic Comments 
will once again be a monthly feature. 
—Editor 


IHIS MONTH we feature an interest- 

ing and extremely rare Rolls-Royce 
owned by an architect in Connecticut. His 
name is withheld at his request. The chas- 
sis was originally manufactured in 1937 
with the customary stuffy limousine body. 
All efforts to sell the car were fruitless and 
in 1940 its present close-coupled coupe 
body was installed by J. S. Inskip. Five 
of these bodies are reputed to have been 
built. This beautiful example of a Phan- 
tom III is presently painted with dark 
blue and ivory lacquer. The odometer 
shows 31,000 actual miles and the car has 
been restored to mint condition. It is used 
daily by its owner and averages to to 11 
miles per gallon. Unusual features include 
the divided and separate front seats, each 
of which is completely adjustable. Three 
passengers can ride with comfort in the 
rear seat; a center armrest may be used to 
divide it into two seats when desired. The 
typical right hand drive and shift is uti- 
lized, and the interior of blue and gray pin 
stripe upholstery is magnificently set off 
by blonde mahogany woodwork. 

A famous motion picture actor recently 
purchased the well proportioned Dues- 
enberg illustrated from two angles. 
Duesenberg fanciers will quickly recognize 
the fabulous Model J of 1930. Complete in 
every detail, restoration was accomplished 
over a period of years by its former own- 
er. The unusual trunk lines serve a dual 
purpose; utility of space plus a unique 


J. Gottlieb 


streamlining which adds length to the 
overall design. Note carefully how the 
gradual angles accomplish a desired result, 
yet avoid the customary cumbersome ap- 
pearance. 

Of extreme interest to classic fans is the 
recent Federal Order forcing automobile 
wrecking yards and junk dealers to dispose 
of all pre-war vehicles before the wrecker 
or dealer can purchase other vehicles to 
dismantle. The disastrous effect of such an 


order on classic fans is apparent. Pressure | 


exerted on Washington by antique and 
classic fans, coupled with the recent steel 
strike, caused a temporary rescission of 
the order. However, the order may be- 
come effective again at any time. In addi- 
tion, present scrap metal prices provide 
an incentive to the wrecker to apply his 
torch to pre-war cars. It therefore be- 
hooves the classic fan, as well as antique 
enthusiasts, to act immediately in acquir- 
ing desirable vehicles presently reposing 
in junkyards. Unless these interesting 
and rare cars are purchased now they may 
be lost forever. Already much damage has 
been done, as a result of which the avail- 
ability of restorable classics is at the same 
level as the availability of a restorable 
antique. The law of supply and demand 
dictates that as cars become scarce prices 
go up. Parts already scarce and at a premi- 
um will in the future become unobtain- 
able. Present owners of classics will be 
wise to store parts. Owners of incomplete 
classics will do well to complete them as 
soon as possible. Those desiring classics 
should act promptly. 

It is an established fact that with rare 
exception the classic fan usually drives his 
car daily. In addition, he rarely does his 
own mechanical work. The hobby differs 
slightly from that of the antique fan in 
that the classic lover is rarely called upon 
to make a needed part by hand. Naturally, 
with constant use, parts deteriorate faster 
than with occasional use. It is also true 
that a loophole in the law permitted the 
wrecker to dismantle a vehicle and save 
the various components for resale, but at 
best this is of little help. A Rolls or Pierce 
axle thrown into a bin with 300 or 400 

(Continued on page fifty-five) 
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MAKE YOUR INTEREST 
IN CARS PAY OFF! 


LEARN AUTO 
MECHANICS 


MOTOR TUNE UP 
Also Allied Mechanics and Diesel! 


By EASY Shop Method 
TRAINING-AT HOME! 


LET NATIONAL SCHOOLS — the famous resident 
school, biggest in the hot rod eres —teach 1 you at 


home — fast! Almost 50 years . 
of training men like you. 
1000's of successful graduates! (ll fF. 


GREATEST DEMAND IN HISTORY FOR TRAINED 
MECHANICS! NOW’S YOUR CHANCE! 
What an opportunity! With trained mechanics making 
more money than ever...with over 8 million cars need- 
ing big service and repair jobs...with defense industry 
needing 1000's of trained mechanics...what a chance 
you have! Right now start training for the big money 
you've always dreamed of earning. Mail the coupon. 
YOU GET COMPLETE TRAINING—AT HOME! 

We bring famous National Schools right to you! You 
learn about gas engines, Diesel and special fuel engines, 
garage mechanics-fast! Lots of pictures and diagrams! 
Your National Schools train- 
ing is easy and practical, for 
it’s based on actual shop 
methods in National Schools’ 
big resident school. Mail the 
coupon for full details—now. 
YOU EARN WHILE YOU LEARN! 
You get practical experience 
and can get paid for doing it! 
National Schools Home Train- 
ing is approved for eligible yoy start out with real 
vets. You may be eligible. professional tools like 
Look on coupon. Do it now. these. And youkeepthem! 

ATTENTION! Men Going Into The Service Soon! E 
National Schools training can help you get into special : 
service classifications. Means higher pay and grade-fast. j 


now! PLUS 
A FREE SAMPLE LESSON. 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


LOS ANGELES 37, CALIFORNIA 
| TECHNICAL TRADE TRAINING SINCE 1905 


SEND NO MONEY=— MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 
JATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. DR-102 


N. Mail in envelope 
4000 South Figueroa Street or paste on 
Los Angeles 37, California postal card 


Mail me FREE the book “My Future in Auto-Diesel 
and Allied Mechanics” and the sample lesson. I under- 
stand there’s no obligation and no salesman will call. 


ary. ZONE. STATE 


Unusual trunk lines add to the overall appearance of Duesenberg convertible styling C) Vets! Check here it = 
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he e is a fine example of a Rolls-Royce Phant : es 
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WARNING 
of Dangerous 
Electrical 
Faults 

in Your slg 


Car 


EALLY remarkable! Detek-tro-lex 
R enables you to detect electrical 
troubles the minute they occur. Dial 
shows battery discharge and faulty cells, 
hot generator, defects in voltage regu- 
lator; indicates charging voltage, starter 
load; tells when there are loose connec- 
tions, short circuits; gives full warning 
in advance so you can correct dangerous 
troubles, avoid expensive replacements 
and... 

PREVENT COSTLY REPAIRS! 


Available for either 6-volt domestic cars 
or 12-volt foreign cars. Instrument case 
is neat, compact, attractive, with chrome 
facing ring. Easily installed on steering 
wheel, instrument panel, or wherever 
desired. Complete installation instruc- 
tions, directions for use and detecting 
uide included. Guaranteed against de- 
ects. Get a Detek-tro-lex today .. . at 
your dealer’s, or order direct. Only 
$13.75 postpaid (cash with order), 
Federal Tax included . . . complete with 
wires and brackets for installation and 
mounting. 


IMPORTED MOTOR CAR CO. (sole importer) 
216 E. Penn St., Hoopeston, Illinois 

Please send________Detek-tro-lex units at $13.75 each 
for [] 6-volt system [] 12-volt system, complete with 
material and instructions for installation and directions 
for use. 

CD Attached is check, send postpaid. [] Send C. O. D. 


Stote. 
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Mercury Road Test 


(Continued from page thirty-four) 


Body construction was good on our 
test car, the joints were cleanly made 
and fits at the different panels were rea- 
sonable. Unfortunately, it appears that 
the license plate was not taken into ac- 
count when the combination bumper- 
grille was designed, since most plates 
cover the major portion of the lower 
vertical bars. Nor is the grille too well 
detailed: the metal in the lower half of 
the grille seems light for its purpose; 
the air deflector panels and grille do not 
fit too well. 

The doors are large enough and open 
out well towards the front for easy exit 
and entry. One nice feature that gives 
you the feeling of a “hardtop convertible” 
is that the rear windows go down flush 
with the top of the door. Rear fender 
styling has not cut down the generous 
luggage space which was incorporated in 
previous models. 

The interior of the car is quite differ- 
ent, incorporating an improved steering 
wheel position and angle, and new instru- 


Mercury features center-position gas filler 


ment grouping on an aircraft-type con- 
trol panel that clears the passenger 
compartment of all projections. Every- 
thing is in front of the driver and is easy 
to reach. It is difficult to read the in- 
struments quickly, since the lettering is 
thick and at different angles around the 
speedometer. The heater and vent con- 
trols work easily, giving plenty of heat. 
What we appreciated even more at this 
time of year was the nice blast of cool 
air coming into each side of the driver’s 
compartment. If you expect to load up 
the glove compartment, you will be dis- 
appointed. After we placed an Ansco 
Reflex camera in it, there was not much 
room for anything else. 
Spacious Engine Compartment 

The engine compartment is really spa- 
cious. All of the components are readily 
accessible, and with the removal of the 
blower and air duct (which can be dis- 
connected by four spring clips and an 


eighth turn of the blower unit) it looks 
as though you could get in and crawl 
around. An unusual amount of space 
exists between the rear of the engine 
and the firewall, and the top’ of the bell 
housing and the floor. All this space 
must be in preparation for the overhead 
valve engine, which from all indications 
will be larger. The only major chassis 
change in the ’52 model is a direct about- 
face of tread width design. Previous 
models had rear treads 114 inches wider 
than front; the current model has front 
tread two inches wider than the rear. 
This is probably one of the factors which 
have improved the handling characteristics. 
The wheelbase remains the same 118 
inches, but overall length has _ been 
shortened 4% inches, which is a help in 
parking in close quarters. 


Good Safety Rating 


The safety rating of the ’52 Mercury 
is good. It has fine visibility all around: 
both front fenders are visible from the 
driver’s seat; corner posts do not make 
undue blind spots; the rear vision mirror 
is not too much in line of vision when 
glancing to right front; and there is no 
blind spot to the right rear. (This matter 
of rear vision, especially to right and 
left, is one that could be vastly improved 
by most automobile designers.) The rear 
doors have positive inside locks, so neces- 
sary when children are alone in the back 
seat. The dash is clear of all projections 
that contribute to serious injury in case 
of a sudden stop. 


A Summation 


With any car there are bound to be 
things you like—and things you dislike. 
Knowing this, it is important for Motor 
TREND Research to avoid tempering our 
car evaluations with personal likes and dis- 
likes. Our test driving purposely exceeds 
the service the average driver subjects his 
car to, consequently we will unearth quali- 
ties and shortcomings that many people 
may never find. 

As a summary of these points, Motor 
TREND Research has formed the follow- 
ing opinion of the ’52 Mercury four-door 
sedan, equipped with overdrive: It has 
good acceleration (not the neck-snapping 
variety, but enough for ordinary driving) ; 
rides well, although a trifle too soft; 
should be economical to operate (as far 
as fuel is concerned); handles quite well 
(having eliminated the front-end mushi- 
ness) compared to the average American 
stock sedan; is a safe car; and, although 
we do not particularly go along with 


‘non-functional styling accessories, the 


overall styling of the car is evidently 

what the manufacturer interprets as the 

wants of the car-buying majority. 
—Fred Bodley 
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popular demand! 


A COMPLETE, COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE 


FOR INCREASING AND IMPROVING 


ENGINE PERFORMANCE 


For all performance-con- 
scious car Owners: step- 
by-step instructions on 
how to get the most from 
your engine. HOT ROD 
Magazine technical ex- 
perts give you the new- 
est ways, the latest ideas 
on how to HOT ROD 
YOUR CAR. .. . There’s 
never been a book like 


it! 


Trpicat 


By the Editors of 


HOT ROO MAGAZINE 


Wally Porta 
Bon France 
Rarer Brown 


CONTENTS 
SO YOU WANT YOUR CAR TO GO! 7 


Experimentation is no longer necessary. Here are 
the methods that have been proved over the 
years to be the most satisfactory in giving your 
car the “punch” that you want 
THE HOTTEST STREET HOT RODS... 11 
Here are some of the best dual-purpose ma- 
chines to be found in Southern California. They 
are typical of the hot rods to be found all over 
the country 
HOW TO CHEAPLY HOP UP 

If you want more performance for your engine, 
and can afford the time but not the money, this 
system is for you 


BONNEVILLE 45 
Photos of the nation’s champion competition 
machines 


BUILDING A HOTTER ENGINE........ 60 
To convert your car so that it will really “storm,” 
follow the instructions given here by ‘Racer’ 
Brown 
ENGINE 105 
All the dope you will need to make your car into 
a real “bomb,” whether you own a Buick, Chevy, 
Chrysler product, Crosley, Ford 6 or V-8, GMC, 
Hudson, Mercury or Pontiac 
LATE MODEL OVERHEAD VALVE 
138 


- What you might expect from such engines as: 


Cadillac, Chrysler, Ford ohv 6, Lincoln, Oldsmo- 
bile, Studebaker and Willys 

ENGINE ACCESSORIES.................... 148 
What it will cost you to buy the various parts 
that you will need for your hot rod 

ALL OUT FOR ACCELERATION...___.. 151 
If you're building your car strictly for “jump,” 
you'll be interested in analyzing these “draggin‘ 
wagons” 


watch for your newsstand 
TREND 75° BOOKS ON NEWSSTANDS NOW: 


SPEED & SPORT: nar 


The country’s new 
rage, sports cars, viv- 
idly shown in action 
and technical detail: 
the complete sports 
car story! 


RESTYLE YOUR CAR: 

Just off the press, this big book brings 
you the newest in ideas, techniques 
and materials—gleaming photos of 
just-finished custom beauties, including 
America’s Ten Best Customs—specific 
restyling problems—a real eye-opener 
for expert and amateur alike! 
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HOW TO BUY A CAR: 


A valuable buyers’ 
guide with never-be- 
fore - published facts 
for car owners—facts 
on every type of car 
(See page 45) 


CUSTOM CARS: 

Beautiful customs, 
both staid and star- 
tling, pack the pages 
of this unique idea 
book for the owner 
who wants a car 
that’s different! 


finest, from street 


HOT RODS: 
Full stories on the 


jobs to streamliners, 

plus top ““‘how-to-do- 

= it’ features on these 
: spectacular cars 


TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Enclosed is $............ OP ities books at 85c¢ each (includes 


postage and handling). 
(1) HOT ROD YOUR CAR 
(7 SPEED AND SPORT 
RESTYLE YOUR CAR 


Should your news- 
stand be sold out 
of the copies you 
want, use this han- 


CI HOW TO BUY A CAR 
CUSTOM CARS 


CO HOT RODS 


dy coupon to order 
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5 SPECIAL ISSUES 


only $2.00 Postpaid 


mS No. 1 — MAY ISSUE. A complete report of the 
1952 A.A.A. Mobilgas Economy Run, in which 
29 stock cars competed. 1415 miles from Los 
Angeles to Sun Valley, Idaho. 
‘we 16 extra pages exclusively devoted to this 
contest. Single Copy —50¢ [7] 

W No. 2 — JUNE ISSUE. The 1952 Indianapolis 
@ 500-mile Race. 24 special pages include 
photos, stories, technical articles by well- 

wg Known authorities. Single Copy —50¢ 
No. 3 — JULY ISSUE. One-hundred years of 

© Studebaker progress. Honoring Studebaker’s 
Centennial witha 32-page history, illustrated 

@ with photos of the first 50 years of Stude- 
®m baker horse-drawn vehicles, photos and data 
on Studebaker cars and trucks built in the 

‘ww second 50 years. A magazine to be treasured 
by every automotive collector and motor 
= enthusiast. Single Copy— 50¢ 
S No. 4 — AUGUST ISSUE. Cadillac's Golden 
os Anniversary. Through the years with Cadillac 
automobiles, from the first cars to the latest. 
Early ads, photos, complete history included. 
Single Copy —50¢ [7] 

No. 5 — SEPTEMBER ISSUE. Fifty years of pro- 
duction with Nash, commemorating a Golden 
Anniversary. Complete chronological coverage, 
from early Rambler and Jeffery models to 
—— Golden Airflyte models designed by 

arina. Fully illustrated. 

Single Copy —50¢ [7] 


ORDER NOW — Don't miss 
a single one of these 
Five Special Issues 


AUTOMOBILE TOPICS 
1268 S. Alvarado St. 
Los Angeles 6, Calif. 


Enclosed find 
se send me all five special issues of 
Automobile Topics. Send single copies checked 
above at 50¢ each. 
MT-10 
YouR NAME 
appress 
CITY. _STATE 


! if you desire to send copies to other 
persons, please write names on 
separate sheet of paper. 
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Packard 300 


(Continued from page twenty-six) 


Packard’s new “Easamatic” power brakes require only toe pressure for rapid windshield- 
pitching stops. Over-braking, however, is a possibility until the driver becomes used to 
the light “feel.” The brakes operate on a vacuum boost system principle, which is an 
ingenious system developed for Packard by the Bendix Aviation Corporation 


did reflection occur and then only mo- 
mentarily. This was from the small chrome 
strips from the two adjoining windshield 
strips. Actually, the paint on the dash 
gives a glossy appearance, yet it doesn’t 
reflect sunlight. A welcome relief is the 
absence of chrome on the dash proper. 


Summary 


The Packard 300, while easy to drive 
long distances and easier to ride in, has not 
kept pace with other makes in the same 
price class performancewise. In this re- 
gard, Packard is known to be developing 
its own V-8 powerplant which may re- 
place the old L-head, in-line, eight-cylin- 
der engine possibly with the ’53 or ’54 
models. 

Acceleration is probably adequate for 
the type of driving the car is designed for, 
and the handling qualities are above-par, 


Taillight and rear fender design of Pack- 
ard is pleasing to eye; in fact, entire body 
styling is considered by many to be good 


especially in regard to the car’s cornering 
ability and highway cruising roadability. 
Packard’s “Easamatic” power brakes will 
find favor with most drivers, especially 
with those who do considerable driving in 
heavy traffic, and with women. This item. 
which is optional equipment, should be- 
come very popular with Packard owners. 
Fuel consumption figures indicate that 
the car is not an economical one, with the 
result that the cruising range suffers. A 
major consideration is in the owner’s loss 
(depreciation) in trade-in value; on the 
basis of performance and the generally 
fine craftsmanship that go into each Pack- 
ard, the Motor TREND Research Staff does 
not understand why this should be so. One 
thing is fairly certain; if you buy a Pack- 
ard once, you will probably be satisfied 
to stay in the Packard line for some time 
to come. —Walt Woron 


Rear suspension system consists of 24 inch 
wide semi-elliptic springs 54} inches long. 
Full length inserts are between the leaves 
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OVER % MILLI 


NOW ENJOY 
HOUSEHOLD & AU 
No Dues .-- No Fee 


Your $1 registration deposit 
entitles you to a Lifetime 
Membership and to count- 
less club benefits and privi- 
leges that only a giant na- 
program could 

WRITE FOR LIFETIME 
MEMBERSHIP TODAY! 


You owe it to yourself and 
your family to accept a 
Gane Economy Club mem- 
bership today...see for 
yourself the wonderful 
benefits and savings al- 
ready enjoyed by over 4 
million club members. You 
too can save MANY, MANY 
dollars through special 
discounts, free trial certifi- 
cates, money saving cou- 
pons, and through the 


TO CLUB 
MEMBERS 


DEPT. C-T-10 
6238 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


October 1952 


GANE ECONOMY CLUB, 


AUTO PARTS 
AND ACCESSORIES 
THIS CARD! 


ON MEMBERS 

BIG DISCOUNTS ON 

TOMOTIVE ITEMS! 
Fees of Any Kind 


JOIN THE FASTEST GROWING, GIANT, “BUY 
DIRECT AND SAVE’’ ORGANIZATION OF ITS KIND 
IN THE WORLD. THE MASS BUYING POWER OF 
OUR EVER INCREASING MEMBERSHIP PROMISES 
EVEN GREATER PRICE COURTESIES FROM THE 
NATION’S LARGEST WHOLESALE OUTLETS! 


WHAT SOME 
CLUB MEMBERS SAY: 


MR. J.K.H., NEW- 
ARK, NEW JERSEY, 
SAYS: “I think your 
discount club is the 
greatest thing since 
television. | want 
memberships for 
my two brothers, 


auto accessories alr 


MRS. HARRY L.S., 
PROVO, UTAH, 
SAYS: “Your 20% 


club’s sensational “Buy discount on house- 


Without Money” plan. 4 sold 
f 
sunpaise 
Your club surprise pack- MR. ALBERT R.E., 


FORT WORTH, TEX- 
age, containing your life- AS, SAYS: “Don’t . 


time membership card and now how you do 
many other wonderful sur- _it... your Economy 
prise gifts and offers willbe Club deal is the 
sent immediately upon re- = 
ceipt of your $1 club reg- 5 

istration deposit. If, after WHO’S BEHIND YOUR CLUB? 
browsing through the en- Who are the founding fathers and 
tire list of club benefits and —_—main supporters of the Gane Economy 


privileges, you decide not largest distributors ‘and 
to accept a permanent mail order ssnsdnentlahes of avtomo- 

ack the entire package oun s club to a loyal fol- 
posit will be refunded large quantity purchases and mans 
immediately. sales volume. 


SEND $1 REGISTRATION DEPOSIT TODAY! 


GANE ECONOMY CLUB, 
Dept. C-T-10 
6238 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 48, Calif. 
Gentlemen: Please send me my surprise package and club member- 
ship card entitling me to all club discount privileges and benefits. 
I enclose $1 (cash, check, stamps, or money order) to cover the 
registration deposit. 
I understand that, if not completely satisfied, | may return the club 
package within ten days and my deposit will be refunded. 

PLEASE PRINT PLAINLY 


CITY. ZONE 


-as I figure I’ve saved about $13 on- 
‘eady.” 
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FENDER SKIRTS 


DELIVERY 


Check off in box at t 
the pair of skirts 0 Be 


FORD-MERCURY 


Identical to original equipment 


CHEVROLET 


Chevrolet 1949-50 9.95 
Chevrolet 1951-52 9.95 pr. 
All Chrome Skirts 18.95 pr. (] 


PONTIAC 


Pontiac 1949-52 11.95 pr. 
All Chrome Skirts 18.95 pr. 7) 
“UNIVERSAL” 


BOX SKIRTS 


FOR ALL CARS! 
Has locking lever 


“UNIVERSAL” 


TEARDROP SKIRTS 


FOR ALL CARS! 
Has locking lever 
List your year, make and model: 


9.95 pr. 


Year Make 


Model 


FILL IN COUPON WITH NAME AND 
ADDRESS CLEARLY. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


STATE 


Be sure check is enclosed for proper amount. 
Mail to: 


MICHIGAN MOBIL PARTS CO. 


1301 Mayflower St. 
LINCOLN PARK 25, MICHIGAN 
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Ford 1949-51 (Ribbed) 9.95 pr. 0] 
Ford 1949-51 (Plain) 9.95 pr. | 
Ford-Mercury 1952 12.95 pr. 
All Chrome Skirts 18.95 pr. F | 
Identical to original equipment 
PLY MOUTH—DODGE 
DE SOTO—CHRYSLER | 
Write in year and model of your car in 
area below: 

Plymouth 1949-52 12.95 pr. | 
Dodge 1949-52 12.95 pr. (1) 
DeSoto 1949-50 12.95 pr. | 
Chrysler 1950 12.95 pr. [) 
All Chrome Skirts 18.95 pr. [) 


Chrysler Saratoga 


(Continued from page twenty-one) 


cause of the shorter wheelbase (125% 
inches compared to 131% inches). 


Steering Takes No Effort 


Chrysler’s Powerguide steering system is 
unlike other types in that it takes practic- 
ally no effort to operate at any time, 
whether parked, driving in traffic, on the 
open highway, or anywhere else, as long 
as the engine is running). With this system 
the “feel” is no longer there—you may as 
well be driving a car with' “play” from its 
3% turns lock to lock. But, once you be- 
come accustomed to it, it’s hard to adjust 
yourself again to a non-power assist sys- 
tem. With a power system, you learn a 
new driving technique. You no longer 
steer a car through a corner by knowing 
how much force to apply to overcome the 
car’s resistance to the turn—you merely 
guide the car through by placement of the 
wheel, All the work involved in steering is 
virtually eliminated; parking becomes ab- 
surdly simple. instead of being a chore; 
wheel fight on rough roads is virtually 
eliminated; handling is easier (particular- 
ly for women); and you're able to hold 
the car in a straight line after a blow-out, 


Brakes Require Additional Cooling on 
Test Runs 


The hydraulic, 12-inch diameter, inter- 
nal expanding brakes were found to be 
adequate and positive in stopping action 
with not-too-much pressure required for 
a short stop. During our brutally punish- 
ing acceleration runs, the conventional 
shoe brakes faded badly. In an effort to 
remedy this we removed the full-circle, 
stainless steel hub caps during the brake 
checks. The additional cooling this afford- 
ed evidently helped because we did not 
encounter fading again. 


During punishing test runs, brakes faded ; 
to remedy this, hub caps were removed 


During the brake checks, the front 
wheels would generally lock first, then the 
rear. One noticeable point was the fact 
that the front end dipped from six to 
eight inches when the brakes were locked 


in this manner. At other times, when 
there was a tendency of the car to go 
crosswise, it was easily corrected with the 
power steering. 


Interior Styling Distinctive 

Interior styling of the Chrysler Sara- 
toga is above par. Particularly good points 
are the semi-padded crash panel dash and 
the metal hand-grips mounted on the rear 
of the front seat for assisting the rear- 
seated passengers in getting in or out of 
the car. All instruments are grouped in a 
cluster for legible reading; control knobs 
are within easy reach. One improvement 


Vision to rear is good. Note coat hanger 
above door window for added convenience 


of the instruments that Motor TREND Re- 
search feels would aid in driving is for all 
needles of the instruments to point to the 
right to indicate proper operation, to the 
left to indicate malfunction. On the Chrys- 
ler, the water temperature gauge is the 
only instrument that does not operate in 
this manner; however, the instruments 
themselves are set up better than most. - 

The cigarette lighter and ashtray are 
both close to the driver. The glove com- 
partment has the more common, drop- 
type door. The heater and ventilating con- 
trols are well marked, and the radio 
station numbers are unusually easy to read. 
The seat and door upholstery is distinc- 
tively styled, and all other interior ap- 
pointments are in keeping with the luxury 
class car of which the Chrysler Saratoga is 
a part. 

Visibility is satisfactory except that you 
cannot see the right front fender or the 
rear fenders. The left windshield post does 
not cause a blind spot and the rear view 
mirror is positioned just right. Though 
most other cars have adopted the curved 
windshield, Chrysler still retains the split 
V-type windshield, an easier design for 
servicing. The windwings are manually 
operated, with the handles being awkward, 
since they turn in the opposite direction 
to normal opening operation. For the 
traveler, a coat-hanger bracket, on either 
side of the car above the rear doors, is a 
welcome convenience. 

(Continued on page forty-four) 
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OHN P. FISCH- 
ER, Monroe, 
Mich. First Prize. 
“T was born 27 years 
ago in Melvin, IIl. 
However, most of 
my life has been 
spent in Pittsburgh, 
Pa. After attending 
high school, I served 
three years in the army. Upon returning 
home in 1945, I enrolled at Carnegie In- 
stitute of Technology, from which I sub- 
sequently received a degree in Industrial 
Design in the spring of 1949. Shortly there- 
after, I was employed as a package de- 
signer for the Washington, Pa. branch of 
River Raisin Paper Co., which manufac- 
tures corrugated and solid fibre shipping 
containers. During my 2% years there in 
charge of the design department, I ac- 
quired a wife and a 1942 Lincoln Conti- 
nental hardtop. In February ’52 I was 
transferred to the home plant in Monroe, 
Mich., where I am now a package engineer. 

“As a result of a design and model-mak- 
ing background, my interest in auto styl- 
ing (which I admit has been greatly in- 
fluenced by Motor TREND since 1950 and 
AvTO since its inception), I find my chief 
hobby is keeping posted on current designs 
and engineering trends, and simultaneous- 
ly developing ideas of my own. I have, 


ULTIMATES IN 
INTERIOR DESIGN 


The Winners! 


for example, been making sketches for 
some time with the prospect of restyling 
my Lincoln but have yet to be satisfied 
with my efforts.” 


ROY BRENNER, 
Chicago, Ill. Second 
Prize. “Born Sept. 
30, 1929 (makes me 
22) and single, in 
Chicago. That’s been 
my home ever since. 
Graduated from Uni- 
versity of Illinois re- 
cently with a Bach- 
elor of Arts degree in Industrial Design. 
Studied under Professor James R. Shipley, 
a former designer at General Motors. Also 
last month I started as a designer in the 
Industrial Design labs at Sears Roebuck 
& Co. here in Chicago. Hobbies: mainly 
cars. Drawing them, reading about them, 
and visiting used car lots ogling them. . .” 


: « WALTER BAKER, 
Louisville, Ky. Third 
Prize. “I am 24, a 
native of IIl., and am 
a design engineer for 
a plumbing goods 
manufacturer, and 
my main interest is 
cars.” 


AWARD 

$100 Savings Bond 

and Award Trophy 
$50 Savings Bond 
$25 Savings Bond 
DeLuxe MILE-O-METER 
DeLuxe MILE-O-METER 
DeLuxe MILE-O-METER 
DeLuxe MILE-O-METER 
DeLuxe MILE-O-METER 
DeLuxe MILE-O-METER 
Standard MILE-O-METER 
Standard MILE-O-METER 
Standard MILE-O-METER 
Standard MILE-O-METER 
Standard MILE-O-METER 
Standard MILE-O-METER 
Special 


MOTOR TREND INTERIOR DESIGN CONTEST WINNERS 


NAME 
John P. Fischer 


Roy Brenner 
Walter Baker 
Harold E. Zellmer 
D. C. McElroy 
Wayne Takeuchi 
Irving Barjarske 
L. J. Kumstbeck 
Gerald O. Toms 
Don Joslin 

Tam Hayes 
Jimmy Reeves 
Carl Gaumann 
John Christie 
Clement J. Collins 
Collin G. Neale 


ADDRESS 
Monroe, Mich. 


Chicago, Ill. 

Louisville, Ky. 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisc. 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 
Vallejo, Calif. 

Erie, Penna. 

Dearborn, Michigan 
North Hollywood, Calif. 
Rochester, New York 
Pittston, Penna. 

East Norwalk, Conn. 
Essex, England 


Young NORTHROP 
Grad Heads Own 
Engineering Firm 


ZA Nick Stasinos, since graduation 
Ze tt from Northrop, has held an im- 
a: Zz portant job at a major aircraft 

Ze SAA company. Today, at twenty- 
eight, he runs his own design engineering firm in 
Los Angeles and has several aircraft device patents 
to his credit. Nick, a native of Chester, Pennsyl- 
vania, grad d in D ber of 1948 and has 
been making good in aviation ever since. Nick's 
Northrop training started him on his rapid rise 
| to success. 


Why Alert, Ambitious Men 
Choose Northrop Training 


NORTHROP AERONAUTICAL INSTITUTE, 
an outstanding technical school, is a division of 
Northrop Aircraft, Inc. NORTHROP training— 
conducted right at Northrop Field in an atmosphere 
of real aeronautical achievement —is thorough, prac- 
tical, and complete! Its high quality is reflected by 
the overwhelming demand for Northrop Graduates 
from every major aircraft company in the United 
States. Every member of Nick's graduating class was 
placed in an interesting, profitable, exciting job. Each 
is well started on the road to gratifying success! 


Here’s How to Begin 
* 

YOUR Aviation Career 
Get the full story about NORTHROP courses in 
AERONAUTICAL ENGINEERING and AIR- 
CRAFT & ENGINE MECHANICS. Find out 
how this training can lead to a well-paid position 
in the vital aviation industry. Mail the coupon 
today for complete information! 


Northrop 


1503 E. Broadway, Hawthorne 

Los Angeles County, Calif. 
SEND FOR COMPLETE 
INFORMATION TODAY 


NORTHROP AERONAUTICAL INSTITUTE 

| ! 1503 E. Broadway, Hawthorne, Los Angeles County, Calif. 

| Please send me immediately the Northrop catalog, employment data, 
and schedule of starting dates of classes. 1 am interested in: 

© Aeronautical Engineering Aircraft & Engine Mechanics 1) 


Name. Age. 
| Address. 
City. Zone. State. 


VETERANS: (1) Check here for Special 
Veteran Training Information 
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Ford and Mercury Duals 
1935 to 1940 Ford 
1939 to 1940 Mercury 
1941 to 1948 Ford & Mercury...... 25.30 
1949 to 1952 Ford & Mercury...... 27.50 


Chevrolet Duals 
'37-'52 (with exchange manifold), 48.00 
Refund of $15.00 upon return of your 
manifold. No Chevrolet convertible 


duals. 

Plymouth and Duals 
‘42-'52 (with exchange manifold), 53.00 
Refund of $20.00 upon return of your 
manifold. No Plymouth or Dodge con- 
vertible duals. 


Studebaker V8 Duals 
Standard tr issi 
Automatic t 


Oldsmobile Duals 


#3—1951 Super “’88”............ 


Cadillac Duals 


1949 to 1951 33.00 
All prices f.0.b. Los Angeles, California 


PLEASE SPECIFY YEAR AND MODEL 
Dealerships Available 


Porter Muffler Mig. Co., Inc. 
11820 W. OLYMPIC BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES 64, CALIF. 


Send for our free catalogue 
Dept. MT-10 


NOW! 
SEE THE FLUID 


When you have a Bowers Hy- 
draulic Fluid Sight Gage on 
your car you can see the fluid 
and fill the master cylinder 
from under the hood. 


BE SAFE! BE SURE! 


DON’T TAKE CHANCES ON 
YOUR LIFE. KNOW YOUR 
CAR HAS PLENTY OF BRAKE 
FLUID AT ALL TIMES. 


Easily installed in a few minutes. Built 
to last of rugged cast aluminum, neo- 
prene hose and pyrex sight glass, comes 
complete with all fittings, screws, gas- 
kets, etc. make and year of car. 


FRANK M. 
BOWERS 


623 So. Grevillea Ave., Inglewood 1, Cal. 
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Chrysler Sarategu 


(Continued from page forty-two) 
Body Styling 

The over-all appearance of the Chrysler 
Saratoga, though not new in concept, is 
fairly pleasing. The wheel covers are new 
with the ’52 models, and they incorporate 
a beaded ring just inside the tire valve 
opening and a raised center hub with three 
concentric stepped rings. The taillights 
project from the rear fender and contain 
an integral back-up light, eliminating the 
separate back-up lights used on the ’51 
models. Other features include the twist- 
type door handles and a center-cowl ven- 
tilator, which to many persons, are sym- 
bols of the past, but each of which have 
their advantage. Under a condition where 
your arms are loaded with packages, the 
twist-type door handle is actually easier 
to operate; whether they are better than 
push-button doors will have to be de- 
termined after more service. The cowl 
ventilator probably takes in air at a colder 
temperature, and air that is less polluted 
under traffic conditions; on the other 


Twist-type door handles on Saratoga 
are symbols of the past to many persons 


hand, it causes a more direct blast of air, 
and increases the possibility of water leak- 
age into the passenger compartment. 


Potent Powerplant 


A detailed discussion of the inner work- 
ings of the Chrysler V-8 engine is felt 
unnecessary at this time. Countless words 
of praise have been written about this 
powerplant—words it well deserves. Suf- 
fice it to say that Motor TREND Research 
agrees that this engine is a creditable re- 
finement of one of the greatest advances 
on the American automotive scene in re- 
cent years—the short stroke, large bore 
engine. 

A widely acclaimed accomplishment of 
the Chrysler V-8 is its ability to develop 
its power on moderately high octane fuels 
without knock, whereas competitive high 
output engines are difficult to satisfy with 
even premium grades. After equilibrium 
deposit accumulation, Chrysler levels off 


at 87-88 octane number requirement. 
Accessory-wise, accessibility is fair to 
good, with most units being where they 
can be serviced from the top; however, 
spark plug removal is somewhat difficult. 
The plug is encased in a sheath that serves 
as a gasket and plug protector. A deep 


The hood latch, unlike some, is extremely 
simple to operate, requiring only one hand 


socket is used to loosen the plug, the 
sheath and plug are removed as a unit, the 
two parts then being separated. Addition- 
al protection is afforded the plugs by hav- 
ing them hidden under a plate held down 
by two screws. 

The fuel pump, placed in a low rela- 
tive position (but with sufficient room 
around it for servicing), is in that position 
for a very obvious reason. Chryslers are 
among the best in freedom from vapor 
lock, an item that can completely im- 
mobilize a car under high temperature 
and/or hill climbing operation. 

The well-braced hood has no insulating 
or noise-deadening blanket, although en- 
gine noise never seemed appreciably high. 
Entry into the engine compartment would 
be extremely simple (since the lock is well 
toward the front of the top grille bar) ex- 
cept for the fact that the hood release 
latch (within the car) is vertical and is 
too close to the side of the body panel. 
This makes it difficult to release with the 
left hand) if the door is open and you 
use your right hand. the operation then 
becomes simple enough. 


Summary 


Our tests of the Chrysler Saratoga indi- 
cate to us that the Chrysler Corporation 
should be well pleased with its engineering 
achievement in the development of a pace- 
setting V-8 engine. Car owners who prefer 
punch need not go elsewhere to satisfy 
this desire. If you want a soft ride. a 
luxurious interior and comfort. you'll find 
these too in the Chrysler Saratoga. On 
the other hand. if you are particularly d's- 
criminating in your technical tastes, you 
will feel that the transmission does not 
allow use of the full potential of a dy- 
namic and efficient powerplant. 

—Walt Woron 
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WHY THOUSANDS 


READERS HAVE READ... 


Any book that tells its readers how to buy a 
product should necessarily be prefaced with the 
statement that ‘how to buy” is used advisedly. 
No one can tell another person how to buy—he 
can, however, suggest ways and means of ar- 
riving at a conclusion, or affirming a conclusion 
already partially formed. 


This book does just that: advises, instructs, and 
suggests what a prospective car purchaser 
should look for—but only after he has decided 
what he, as an individual, wants from a car. 


Do you know what you really want in a new 
car? Perhaps you've never thought about some 
of the important points covered in the interest- 
ing chapter on this subject. Don’t overlook the 
chapter on legal entanglements. How to avoid 
excess finance charges, hidden fees, and ‘fine 
print” terms in contracts is completely covered 
in this chapter. 

You may be thinking about buying a used car, 
In that case, there are many snags to avoid. 


One of these is the engine. It ma be in tip-top 
shape but, eyentually, work will be required to 
keep it running like the proverbial clock. Where 
do you turn then? The chapter on engine repair 
and rebuild rackets tells you how to protect your- 
self when you have engine repair work done. 
Then again, you may only require a transporta- 
tion car—one which would be perfect for your 
use, if it only had a good engine. Where to re- 
place that engine? Chapter IV won't tell you 
where, but it will tell you where not to go—to 
avoid the many rebuilt engine rackets. 

How To Buy A Car is not a book to read and 
enjoy, then throw away, but a book for constant 
reference, months after you have bought it. Its 
use as a reference volume is invaluable: the 
information it contains will be as important to- 
morrow as it is today. Regardless of the type of 
car you now own, and whether or not you're 
remotely interested in buying another car today, 
some portion of this book will be of use to you 
tomorrow. 


CONTENTS 


Introduction—2 
Chapter I— 


HOW TO BUY A NEW CAR—3 
—by Dick Van Osten 


What Do You Want—4 
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For Transportation Only—55 
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TRICKS Of THE TRADE * USED CAR PITFALLS 
ENGINE REPAIR RACKETS + LEGAL RED TAPE 


Hundreds of photographs, page after page of 
expert advice, both technical and legal. 


on your newsstand now 


The great demand for copies of this book 
means that your newsstand may be sold out. 
If so, copies may still be ordered direct: send 
just 85c (this includes postage, handling) to 
Trend Books, 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los An- 
geles 28, California. (See coupon on page 39.) 
But order now—the supply is limited. 


PU 


tnstattc DUAL RANGE SELECTOR in 30min, 


Works like ‘52 Super-Hydramatics—just pull out dashboard 
control and you shift MANUALLY into 3rd (“Passing”) gear 
for hill climbing, compression braking, and trailer towing. 
Stop or start with Selector engaged—does not affect automatic 
operation. No alterations needed. Full instructions. Satisfac- 

d. Available for all hyd: ics up to 52's. 


tion g 
Give year and make of your car. 


Baron Industries 


4916 VENICE BOULEVARD LOS ANGELES 19, CALIFORNIA 
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TOP HYDRAMATIC 


Use ADVANCED SPARK 


without “ping”! $2.95 


MAKES YOUR MOTOR QUIET AS A MOUSE 


BEST FOR LEATHER 


Clean, soften, and protect your fine 
leather in ONE amazingly fast, easy 
operation. Baron Leather Creme con- 
tains saddl P, tsfoot oil, and 
beeswax. Only $1 for 4 oz. bottle 
including sheepswool applicator. Or- 
der today. Money-back guarantee. 


postpaid 


Now you can drive with your spark ADVANCED for 
full power and fast acceleration, WITHOUT “’PING’’! 
PING-OUT is a vacuum-compensating valve which 
synchronizes ignition to car speed by delaying over- 
rapid vacuum advance. PING-OUT allows full spark 
advance when the engine is ready for it. It does 
not restrict return motion and spark will return to 


Exclusive Dealerships Now Open. 


MAIL COUPON NOW 


| Baron Industries, Dept. M-82 
4916 W. Venice Bivd. 
los Angeles 19, California 


normal without delay. PING-OUT is easily install 

in two minutes. Why run with retarded spark to 
eliminate ‘‘ping’’ when, with PING-OUT, your car 
will have full pep and power and you can use 
cheaper fuel without embarrassing ping. PING-OUT 
also stops distributor ‘‘chatter’’ in high speeds and 
helps prevent points from burning. Order today! 


j Enclosed find §........ (cash, check, or 
‘or: 


i M.O.) f 

yim Dual Range Selector (s) @ 

13.95 ea. 
pitas Ping-Out Valve (s) @ $2.95 ea. 
eivcendd bottle (s) of Baron Leather 
f Creme @ $1 ea. 
(CD Please send details of your 

I Dealership Profit Plan. 
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“Last year my motor had 12 com- 
plete overhauls in 36 races, with- 
out Wynn Oil,” writes a midget 
auto driver. “This year, in 78 races, 
the motor was only overhauled 6 
times because of the addition of 
Wynn Oil.” Wynn’s Friction Proof- 
ing Oil will cut your maintenance 
costs way down, too. And by plat- 
ing the moving parts of your engine 
with a tough, friction-fighting film, 
it'll give you lots more power, lots 
more speed. See for yourself. Add 
Wynn’s Friction Proofing Oil to 
your present lubricants. 


-STA RTS. 
-WARM-UP 
— CLV 


with Sensational New 


Positive, dependable electric 
choking gives quick, easy 
starts every time in any 
weather. Smoother warm-up 
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Race” misrepresents a thoroughly justi- 
fied trend in American auto design toward 
| building more safety into our passenger 
| cars. Contrary to this feeling are the sin- 
| cere contentions of certain engineers, safety 
| experts and automobile editors and writers 
who feel that present passenger car en- 
gines are much too powerful. 
| They are confused, they say, by the 
_ sudden eruption into the home market of 
| big, brutish powerplants developing near 
the 200 horsepower mark when speed lim- 
| its are in effect all over the nation, when 
the accident rate is shockingly high, and 


| the highways are overpopulated with a 
_ bumper crop of post-war cars and trucks. 
| It is unfortunate, however, that these peo- 
_ ple have ignored apparent facts which 
must be presented in favor of Detroit’s 
current engineering thought. 

First of all, despite what many shades of 
| opinion will have to say about overall car 
design in the United States, the American 
conception of the automobile is an undeni- 
able reality. This evident fact has caused 
weeping and gnashing of teeth in “purist” 
circles from time immemorial. But the 
American passenger car has_ evolved 
through the years by the dictation of real 
needs, real conditions and real people. No 
amount of wishful thinking can deliver 
these critical segments of the American 
automotive public (there is a European 
branch, too) from the latest Crashmobile 
with its 4,000 pounds of custom chrome 
comfort. It would appear, also, that this 
kind of car is going to remain with us 
well into the foreseeable future. 

Having established this premise, let us 
recognize the fact that motivation of this 
bounding, bulbous mass requires brute 
power .. . and plenty of it. A nimble 
flip of your brother-in-law’s slide rule will 
further show that power-weight ratios of- 
fered by the Detroit factories are not at 
all out of line with the demands of their 
products. Indeed, the power factor in 
that ratio could still stand improvement 
to meet optimum requirements of our 
highway conditions and driver abilities. 

Many states, due to the pressure of 
| safety-minded groups, have instituted au- 
| tomobile speed limits on their sovereign 
highways. The diversity and complexity of 
these codes work many a hardship on the 
unsuspecting tourist, it is true. But the 
restrictions are there for good reasons and 
have been imposed, for the most part, ac- 
cording to sound traffic engineering prac- 
tice. That does not mean that speed limits 
cannot be progressively raised as road- 
ways are modernized and different traffic 
conditions are encountered. Through the 
years, this need for upping the speed limit 
has been duly recognized, to the extent 
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Popular Mechanics Magazine has 
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Manual covering all 1941 to 1952 
models of Plymouth cars. So 
accurate mechanics use it...so 
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troubles by feel, sound, sight, smell and performance. 
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repairs. Plus, ‘‘How to get value from garages 


MONEY BACK IF IT DOESN’ T SAVE 
MORE THAN IT COSTS! 

One minor repair will save the cost ten times over. Read it. 
Then you decide. If you don’t see that you’ll save more than 
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posteard. Ask for PLYMOUTH Manual. Postman will deliver 
COD. for $3.50 plus postage. Or, save postage by sending 
$3.50 with order. Send today. Saveits cost on your next repair. 


POPULAR MECHANICS PRESS 
200 E. Ontario, Dept. 1610, Chicago 11, Illinois 
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that now 21 states have limited speeds to 
55-60 miles an hour, while 10 have no 
fixed constraints whatsoever. Certainly 
this would indicate that motor statutes 
will undergo appropriate revisions as 
highway design and road conditions emerge 
from the present “dark age.” 


Detroit Thinks of the Future 


Detroit’s technical corps is thinking of 
that happy day and is sure that it is not 
too far away. Their one concern, then, is 
to provide automobiles which will readily 
take advantage of driving conditions made 
possible by superior highways. Their inter- 
est in high performance engines is entirely 
consistent with the needs of the future. 


Now, here we must interject a most | 


definite statement. The Motor City me- 
chanics are not trying to develop higher 
powered engines for the sake of highest 
possible speeds. Rather, the objective has 
been a search for greater engine efficiency 
and improved performance at normal 
speeds; 7.e., speeds suited to the needs of 


the average American road. Top speed , 
charts will easily prove that point. Most | 


entries in the so-called “Horsepower Race” 
are only slightly superior to their predeces- 
sors in the foot-to-the-floor department. 
This would signify that the designers 
have turned their attention to other, more 
important details. And such is the case. 
Our newest crop of motors is being devel- 
oped to give more power while still offer- 
ing greater engine strength and depend- 


ability. Detroit knows full well that its | 


patrons want no part of a tightly wound, | 
small displacement motor which will re- | 
quire costly attention every 15.000 miles. | 


Stateside Jaguar owners will testify to this. 


With that in mind, the designers have | 


sought to raise the torque figure. a trio of 
digits which warms an engineer's heart 


far more than horsepower statistics, with- | 


out placing expensive strains on transmis- 
sion components. Having reached the 
limits of production planning in this re- 
spect, they have further endowed their 
brain-children with an adequate reserve of 
horsepower to meet the needs of high- 
way and city-traffic maneuverability. It is 
such a compromise of good torque char- 
acteristics and horsepower which offers far 
better accelerating qualities at all times. 

It is these qualities which the Grant 
family so fervently desired that beautiful 
morning in June . . . qualities which can 
be found lacking in many engines con- 
sidered out of their class in the horsepow- 
er sweepstakes. 


Let’s Be Intelligent About Power Ratings 


A very striking illustration of intelligent 
power computation, and this has impor- 
tant bearing on our argument, is provided 
by the aircraft industry. The bird-men rate 
an engine on its ability to register so many 
horsepower during certain phases of flight. 
Airplane engines are rated at take-off, or 
power given for five minutes at full bore; 
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Driver's Goggles . «» Rochester Goggles with 


soft rub! 
air vented lens frame. 
Has three interchange- 
able lenses (clear, polar- 
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a military rating results from running a 
fly-mill around two hours at near maxi- 
mum throttle opening; a cruising rating 
is calculated by turning an aero engine at 
specified cruising rpm over the useful span 
of that engine’s life. 

It is unfortunate that critics of the De- 
troit search for more efficiency have not 
thought of the automobile engine in the 
very same light. For the car engine of the 
past has not always offered, as has its air- 
borne equivalent, a safe margin of power 
for abnormal situations. Hence, we can 
say without contradiction that modern en- 
gines are coming near to satisfying neces- 
sary safety requirements. Yet it has been 
the deplorable tendency of the car huck- 
ster to speak only of peak horsepower . . 
a something reserved for “take-off” ... 
to the complete exclusion of cruising 
horsepower or engine torque delivered at 
normal rpm. These latter, in the final 
analysis, are the most important consider- 
ation for the man behind the wheel. 

Owners recognize these facts, even if 
they do not appreciate the reason why. 
They have come to demand the beefier en- 
gine because of its longer wear habits, its 
better cruising ability, its added comfort 
and quiet, and often its greater economy. 
No violent objections to evoking power in- 
crease have yet been recorded from the 
consumer world, nor have the anti-horse- 
power critics voiced an opinion about the 
up to 40 per®@ent more horses to be found 
in our industry’s three biggest sellers. 
Such power increments, on the contrary, 
have been accepted as evidence of the in- 
dustry’s ability to progress with the times. 


The Forgotten Man 


It is only fair, too, in any debate about 
design trends, to let the sponsor of the 
design have a word or two. Stand aside 
there, son, and let the engineer in! This 
is the guy who must ruefully admit that 
much of the hot air he would like to re- 
serve for engine efficiency is finding its 
way into his compary’s advertising. Yet 
he is the gentleman to whom the horse- 
power critics are now addressing their 
barbs. 

Let him have the opportunity of saying 
that the engineer’s true function is to re- 
alize the utmost from any assigned proj- 
ect. Let him say, too, that if his specific 
assignment is the combustion engine, he 
has every right to squeeze the maximum 
of work and the maximum of power from 
the unit he has at hard. This is the sort 
of program he is expected to pursue. 

But the technician’s job has been mis- 
interpreted by the inquisitors. There has 
been too much listening to the publicist 
and too little attention paid the me> of 
science Much of the “Horsepower Race” 
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furor is based on reports of engineering 
developments in which a motor is found 
to give fantastic horsepower. The immedi- 
ate, and false, conclusion has been that 
this piece of dynamite will be dropped 
into the next chassis coming down the 
line. Such a course is neither envisioned 
nor encouraged in the automotive world. 
The men who populate the higher echelons 
of the American motor industry are much 
too sane for that. 

We must acknowledge the sense of 
perspective and proportion, which guides 
American motordom, and dispel our fears 
of incipient irresponsibility. More posi- 
tively, we should all encourage the present 
quest for performance, for in it we find 
a rejuvenation of pioneer research spirit 
so sadly lacking these many years in De- 


—John Grant 
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other components? Have the safety fea- 
tures lagged behind the higher horsepower 
and “safety acceleration?” 


American cars have grown in every | 
dimension, yet the highways are the same | 


old-fashioned size. The city streets and 
parking facilities are no larger. In fact, the 
wider, parked cars have narrowed the 


streets. Statistics show that we have not | 


built enough new roads even to park the 
new cars. The weight of the cars continues 
to increase, thus posing a problem of brak- 
ing. Specifications show that one 1937 
model with 135 brake horsepower had 246 
square inches of braking area; while the 
1952 model of the same car, powered by 
a 190 horsepower engine, has only 241 
square inches of vital brake lining. Despite 
an increase of 55 horsepower, coupled with 
an extensive weight increase, the brake 
lining area has decreased. 

It is true that some concerns have added 
booster units which make it easier to apply 
the brakes, but where is the high horse- 
power car which has really adequate brak- 
ing power? Where is the car which you 
can repeatedly brake from high speed 
without brake fade—and failure? The 
problem of automotive braking rests on 
the simple physical theorem of heat trans- 
fer. The brake which can transfer the 
greatest amount of heat is the most ef- 
fective brake, and yet manufacturers have 
placed style ahead of braking safety. They 
have adopted wheel discs which enclose 
the whole wheel and prohibit an adequate 
flow of cooling air to the brake. You will 
note that even the lightweight racing and 
sports cars utilize the open wire wheels 
and special air ducts to cool the brakes. 
Only one manufacturer has equipped even 
its limousines and seven-passenger sedans 
with a wheel disc which forces cool air 

(Continued on page fifty) 
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(Continued from page forty-nine) 
around the brake drums. One reaches the 
obvious conclusion that the brake develop- 
ments are seriously lagging behind horse- 
power progress. 

A second means of deceleration is by 
use of the transmission. Our sports cars 
have four- and five-speed gearboxes, with 
close ratios, which allow the driver to 
use the engine to brake the car. A proof 
of this transmission was the victory of 
the Ferraris in the 1951 Mexican road 
race where, by judicious shifting, the Ital- 
ians were able to save their brakes. The 
American cars have followed the opposite 
trend. In order to allow the driver to start 
in second, they have changed the 
second gear ratios so that they have lost 
their value for downshifting and decel- 
eration. The widely used automatic over- 
drive has placed an additional decelerat- 
ing burden on the braking systems. The 
ascendancy of automatic and semi-auto- 
matic drive systems has contributed to the 
laziness of the driver while divorcing him 
from the positive power train association 
which the standard gear box demands. 
These systems, which alternate from the 
sudden-push to the wait-and-hope, present 
several problems. One is not quite sure 
when the up or down shift will take place, 
and consequently can not positively pre- 
dict the accelerative or decelerative pow- 
ers. Can we safely assume that our current 
transmission developments are keeping 
pace with the more-powerful engines? 

The balanced car must also have a sus- 
pension system capable of keeping pace 
with the accelerative powers of the en- 
gine. Would you avow that the soft sus- 
pension of current American cars is ade- 
quate to the tasks which it is assigned? 
Are oversized, soft cushion tires worth the 
price of poor cornering? Is the decrease 
from six- to four-ply tires justified? Have 
the modern tires been modified in any 
positive manner which makes them ca- 
pable of withstanding the greater accelera- 
tion and cornering burdens? Is the recent 
epidemic of wheel breakage a safe and 
healthy phenomenon? If, on the basis of 
engineering science, you can give an af- 
firmative answer to these questions you 
will have solved the problems that plague 
many of the world’s top engineering minds. 

Steering a highly powered automobile 
presents additional safety problems. The 
heavy cars of today cannot be parked 
easily without recourse to high steering 
ratios. These high ratios force the driver 
to spin the wheel many times to navigate 
even the simplest turn. Have you ever 
been caught in the middle of this labori- 
ous spinning process when one of those 
automatic transmissions added insult to 
injury with a sudden downshift? I have, 
and it was certainly not an amusing posi- 
tion. There are power steering devices 


available which have eased the driver ef- 
fort. One of these has lowered the ratio 
so that the driver will not have to work as 
hard and can maneuver with greater ra- 
pidity. In contrast, the other device has not 
lowered the ratio, and the power assist 
does not come into effect until you have 
exerted several pounds of effort. It is, in 
the writer’s opinion, one of the most dan- 
gerous of all steering devices. Would you 
assume that these steering systems have 
kept pace with engine progress? 

Night driving, particularly in a high 
powered car, presents very definite and 
frightening problems. The roads do not 
carry as much traffic, and it is a wonderful 
(?) opportunity to make time. Although 
some roads have improved, and all cruis- 
ing speeds have increased, the headlight 
power remains the same. You are using 


’ the same headlight power for cruising at 


70 that you once used for driving at 50. 
Does that make you feel safe? You may 
point out that divided highways prevent 
headlight glare; thus, high speed cruising 
on these roads is safer. It is safer, but 
please remember that headlight glare is 
the sole cause of about one per cent of 
rural accidents. There are some new de- 
vices which automatically dim your head- 
lights. They also take headlight control 
out of your hands. Another driver can dim 
your lights, and the only protection you 
have is a sudden, surprised kick on the 
overriding dimmer switch. I have driven 
cars equipped with this device, and I point 
out that it is quite embarrassing to have 
your lights dimmed by a scotchlite road 
sign just as you enter a curve. A car ap- 
proaching on a side road can do the same 
trick. Yet, in spite of higher speeds and 
old-fashioned lights, tinted glass has gained 
a public and legal acceptance. It is correct 
that this glass reduces your night vision 
only slightly. but do you have that margin 
to spare? Do you believe that the old- 
fashioned, short beam headlights are ade- 
quate for your high speed driving? 

Last, but far from least, we come to 
the nut behind the wheel. Do you know 
of any driving test which gives an ade- 
quate, day and night, traffic and highway 
test? Do you know of any state which 
requires even optical and reaction time 
tests for renewal of a driver’s license? 
As a matter of fact, do you know of any 
driver training course which really pre- 
pares a student with sufficient automotive 
understanding and driving experience? 
Do you know of states which retest you 
after a moving violation, rather than al- 
lowing you to pay a fine and go your mer- 
ry and dangerous way? 

I have discussed almost everything ex- 
cept horsepower, because I sincerely be- 
lieve that the trend to higher horsepower 
engines must be discussed in the context 
in which they are used. If, after reading 
this far, you still believe that higher horse- 
power is safe—I pray we shall not share 
the same highway. 


—W. W. Fletcher 
Motor Trend 
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original Continental yet doesn’t & operate, e 
pc. hollow tire cover. Drill 4’ holes in holes, place push- * 
butto trol where 
. for easy installation, no alteration “a pg Trunk KIT 
needed. No folding or hinges, tire fits Ford & Mercury e 
9 
stays in trunk. Low price incl. ds 
* chrome wheel disc—total wt. 9 Ibs. | Pods kit fits 
rs, cars, a 
om $ 9 makes. Specify make & e 
4 Complete 
bd 2 ° 3 TRUNK KIT $9.95 
@ DOOR KIT $19.95 @ 
° CHEVY DUAL POINT FORD GRILLE BAR r4 
e | Heavily ch d 18 teel tends inward 
y chrome gauge steel, extends inwards 
CONVERSION KIT 7V2"'. Replaces complete center bar on ‘51 without * 
. More spark, higher RPM; — further alteration. Note: Added requirements ‘49 Ford 
2 more power, speed & ac- are 1951 top molding & hood conversion pius 1950 is 
celeration. Uses only 1 coil or 1951 parking lights. For ‘50 Ford need 1951 top 
& 1 condenser, easy to in- molding & hood conversion. Specify year. 7 
bd stall. Features Ford points B i $20 95 « 
New & complete...............-.--------- $4.49 At store $19.95 e 
Ad (Buick, Cad, Pontiac “8,” Olds “8,” 25% deposit on all orders. Prices FOB Los Angeles. Postage 
$1 1.95 C.0.D. Add 3% Sales Tax in California. 


catalog of latest custom ac- 

cessories — illustrated. Send 
_ only 25c to cover 
and postage— 


3319 MT-10, S. Grand Ave. 
Los Angeles 7, California 


the ORIGINAL 


Automotive “MOLY” Additive... 


MOLYBDENUM-BASE LUBRICANT 
300% INCREASE IN YOUR OIL EFFICIENCY 


Automotive LIQUI-MOLY has proven especially beneficial in breaking in new cars having 
tight bearings and piston-fits, as well as for continued use for reduction of wear, lower 
operating temperatures and friction. It also provides reserve emergency protection, 
preventing motor damage or seizing in event of accidental loss of circulation of oil or 
water. LIQUI-MOLY, using Molybdenum compound, science’s newest discovery in lubri- 
cation, permits cars to be broken-in at high speeds since the Moly prevents metal 
seizure and ripping-out of rough spots in newly-machined metal bearings . . . it also 
smoothes-out these microscopic roughnesses to a mirror-finish, resulting in permanently 
reduced friction and wear. 

Automotive LIQUI-MOLY is used by pouring a half-pint can of the fluid directly into 
the average 5 or 7 quart crank case (while engine is idling) and repeating every other 
oil change. Automotive LIQUI-MOLY can be added to transmission, differential and 
wheel-grease. New engines heat up less with a MOLY “‘treatment’”’, and can be operated 
at higher speeds, and have more power because of the lowered friction. 


Whether You Want RUSH THIS COUPON TODAY! MT-10 
RPM Heat ome it cans QUI- 
Company Yor Mill River MILL RIVER PRODUCTS, INC. NESK ROAD 
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MOTOR IN 10 MINUTES witha MOTOR 
RENEW 


In the FIRST step of the 
famous Motor Renew treat- | 
ment, the “Purge” formula 
cleans, quiets and frees rings, 
valves and pistons from efficiency 
and power robbing carbon, gums 
and varnish. Pour this miracle sol- 
vent into the cylinders, run your motor and 
watch the combustion residue billow out 
your exhaust pipe. 


COMPRESSION SEAL” 


RESTORE COMPRESSION ... GET NEW 
POWER, SPEED AND ECONOMY with ‘’Com- 
pression Seal’’! As the SECOND step of the 
Renew treatment, squeeze this self expand- 
ing mineral compound into your cylinders 
where it con fill worn spots (which cause 
compression leaks) between cylinder walls 
and pistons. Thus it restores compression . . . 
cuts oil-gas waste and eliminates costly en- 
gine overhaul and ring jobs. 

100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
A $100,000 insurance policy guarantees that 
this “Renew” treatment will not harm the 
finest engine. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited! 
FREE Auto Manual with Each Order! 
Kit treats all cars and trucks 
$6 95 Postpaid (Or send $1 deposit, 
balance C.O.D.) 
CONSOLIDATED ENGINEERING 
Dept. MTK-10, 10407 W. Washington Bivd. 
Culver City, Calif. 


Cars financed—trades accepted. 

Service includes precision work 
’ : of finest foreign car mechanics, 

chassis dynamometer, engine 

AK balancing and magnetic flaw 

detecting. Write, wire, 

or "phone 788. 


6 ae 
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Protect Your 


EA PLASTIC WIND 
CORD COVERS 
Clear Red ® Green® Blue 

EASY TO INSTALL! 


Dealer 
OLLIE AUTO TOP Inquiries | 
2085 Hampton, St. Lous, Me. — 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
MUFFLER 


Write for Lists 


CA 
*MANIFOLDS 


FISCHER’S- HOBBY SERVICE 
618 S. Fourth St., Louisville 20, Ky. 
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Henry J Corsair 


(Continued from page twenty-three) 


| due to the length of the hood and the 


high fender line. Vision is excellent in this 
direction and the car has a slight conti- 
nental touch in that both front fenders 
are visible to a driver of average height. 
To the rear, however, vision is impaired 
by the small window width and the body 
contour. To see behind or to the right, you 
have to rise up in your seat. This tends 
to make parking a matter of judgment. 


Brakes Are Good 


The brakes are good with little pressure 
needed even for emergency stops. The rear 
wheels break traction a little too soon in 
fast stops. The emergency brake. located 
to the right of the steering column, is ac- 
cessible to both driver and passenger and 
is easily pulled to the “on” position. 


A Soft and Bouncy Ride 


The car has a soft and bouncy ride 
within certain limitations. You feel small 
tar strips in the road surface, but it floats 
fairly well over smooth dips and humps. 
Railroad crossings and hard dips are no- 
ticeable. but not too objectionable; ruts 
or streetcar tracks do not cause undue 
sidewise movement. The shock absorbers 


are effective and hold rebound oscillation 


to a minimum. 


Headroom is adequate but tolerances are 
close ; legroom is obviously fairly cramped 


As the speed increases, unfortunately so 
do the factors tending to disturb and in- 
fluence ride control. It is at this point you 
become aware of the fact that the Henry 
J is a small car, and its actions and re- 
sponses are such. Road shock becomes 
quite noticeable to passengers as well as 
to the driver. The steering column picks 
up a vibration rhythm, as does the body, in 
response to the type of road surface over 
which the car is being driven. Shortening 
the steering column would place the wheel 
in a better position, allowing improved 
arm movement. This should also remove 
some of the vibration, or at least reduce 


its magnitude. Body roll and sidesway be- 
come a problem and on turns you have 
to brace yourself to counteract it. 


Interior—Plain 


After an hour or so behind the wheel in 
traffic. we found that our legs began to 
tire. The brake and clutch pedals, for the 
average-sized person, are located too far 
aft. They also operate in an up-and-down 
arc, rather than fore-and-aft, requiring 
considerable knee bending to operate. 
Their action, however, is good, little effort 
being expended to obtain results. When we 


Pedal positions in Henry J do not allow 
Sufficient room for other than short legs 


moved the front seat all the way back to 
improve this condition, we found that 
legroom in the rear seat was reduced to 
the point of being totally inadequate. In 
any other position the protrusion of the 
front wheel wells in the forward compart- 
ment restricts leg movement. 

The seat adjustment linkage could be 
improved. In its present condition it al- 
lows considerable play both fore and aft, 
and up and down. The seats do not fur- 
nish the comfort or support usually found 
or associated with today’s cars. In an ef- 
fort to alleviate this, we made the prac- 
tice of changing positions every few hours. 

The interior is quite plain and free of 
the trim and embellishments found in 
higher priced cars. The dash panel is sim- 
ple. lacking the confusion that goes with 
plushiness, in this case a welcome relief. 
One excellent feature is the shape and 
contour of the panel, which reduces an- 
noying reflections and glare to a minimum. 
The instruments consist of speedometer, 
odometer, fuel and temperature gauges, 
while red warning lights are used for am- 
meter and oil pressure. 

Motor TreEND Research feels that the 
lights should be replaced with regular type 
instruments to give a better indication of 
the electrical and engine oil system per- 
formance. As long as the ammeter is indi- 
cating charge, the light will be out—an ac- 
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ceptable condition. Now let us suppose 
that the generator drive belt becomes 
loose, or the commutator is dirty and 
brushes require replacement, or that the 
voltage regulator points become pitted to 
the extent that their proper operation is 
impaired. With any of these conditions 
the charging rate will no doubt be ade- 
quate to keep the light off, but not to 
keep the battery at full charge. If this 
cordition is allowed to exist for any 
length of time. the battery will soon have 
insufficient charge to start the car. With a 
regular type ammeter this condition would 
be instantly noticeable, as any variation 
in charging rate is immediately shown. 
The g!ove compartment. though small, 
is an improvement over the pocket pouch 
on previous models. The absence of any 
form of fresh air ventilation, other than 
that obtained from the windwings, be- 
comes apparent during desert driving. Ad- 
ditioral ventilation would be a welcome 
improvement for warm weather driving. 


Body—Economical, but Sound 

The conventional design body, though 
economically constructed, is sound. At no 
time during our test run, regardless of 
road surface being traveled, did it develop 
any kind of rattle, thump, or squeak, oth- 
er than the vibration previously men- 
tioned. The absence of an outside key- 
operated door lock on the driver’s side was 
found to be a minor inconvenience. Seal- 
ing of the firewall left something to be 
desired in that the entrance of dust was 
noticeable while traveling on dirt roads. 
It would cause discomfort if you were 
subjected to it for any length of time. 

The Vagabond model, introduced this 
year. without a doubt will remove one of 
the Henry J’s former drawbacks. Luggage 
and spare tire are now more accessible, 
through the addition of a trunk lid and 
the exterior mounting of the spare. For 
the person who requires a maximum of 
cargo capacity, however, the Corsair de- 
sign is ideal. The rear seatback folds for- 
ward to become part of the trunk floor, 
providing a luggage capacity of 50 cubic 
feet. 

Outstanding Quality is Fuel Economy 

The Henry J, one of the newest cars on 
the road today, will find favor with those 
who will appreciate its capabilities. It has 
many fine features, outstanding of which 
is its exceptional fuel ecnomy. The com- 
paratively large cargo space available 
should not be overlooked by those re- 
quiring a utility vehicle. This, combined 
with performance and response in city 
traffic, presents many advantages. 

If you stop to consider that approxi- 
mately go per cent of most automobiles’ 
use today is in commuting to and from 
work and in short shopping trips, then 
few of the Henry J’s shortcomings are 
applicable under this type of operation; 
its compact size, nimbleness, and economy 


become distinct advantages. 
—Bob Hoeppner 
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@ @ YOU BOUGHT HORSEPOWER 


as you Buy Vitamins*— 


YOU’D INSIST ON COMPARING FORMULAS TO B= SURE TO 
GET THE MOST FOR YOUR MONEY. 


That's all we ask you to do . compare. HERE’S THE HP 
PICTURE FOR FORD & MERCURY. . 


| Cost per | 


Unit Cost 
Navarro Heads $74.00 
Dual Exhaust System $52.50 
Dual Point Distributor $28.80 
Supercharger $485.00 


127% $6.93 


Installation charges are not figured in this comparison. The 
addition of such charges would further emphasize the ad- 
vantages of Navarro heads! So—to get the MOST for your 
H.P. dollar, get Navarros—and give your car a lift. 

50% Deposit required on all C.O.D. orders 
*For those of you who don’t take vitamins—Still, Count Your Horses! 


ocr NAVARRO RACING EQUIP. 


5142 San Fernando Rd., Glendale, Calif. Citrus 1-6644 


The West's Greatest Sports Car and Foreign Car Exhibit 


See Packard’s Fabulous Dream 
Car—-The Pan-American 


PAN-PACIFIC AUDITORIUM 
Los Angeles Nov. 10-16 


See your Jeep Dealer or 
send for catalog sheet: 


CAM 


TOOL CO. INC. 


11 RANDWICK AVE. 
OAKLAND 11, CALIF. 


CLARY 
FLANGE 


| Convert YOUR JEEP 
32 WHEEL DRIVE... 


CLARY FLANGE renders front 
differential and toggle joints in- 
operative, saves wear on front 
differential and universal joints, 
improves speed, saves gas, re- 
duces whine. Thousands in use! 

PROVED—easy to install. 


Front View of Clary Flange 
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Special Reprint Edition 
—by popular demand! 


SOUVENIR PROGRAM 
of the 1952 
INTERNATIONAL 


MOTOR SPORTS SHOW 


GRAND CENTRAL PALACE, NEW YORK CITY 


| now...$1.00 | 


A Collector's Item—Over 30,000 Sold 


Jam-packed with articles, drawings and photos 
by such famous names as: Alexis de Sakhnoffsky, 
Norman Bel Geddes, Jackie Cooper, Vaugha 
Monroe, James Melton, Russ Catlin, Bill Callahan, 
Richard Arbib and others. 


DF7ILIAL 


A handsome book my 54 pages of the 
iting cors the g auto 
show ever held, 


Beautiful color cover drawing by Richard Arbib. 


INTERNATIONAL SUITE 1010 
MOTOR SPORTS SHOW 527 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK CITY 


To add...the FINAL TOUCH! 


SMOOTHE FENDER SKIRTS FOR mnceotel 


e Form Fitting Streamlined 
e Rugged Construction 


(high quality steel with rubber insulation primed, 
ready to paint) 


For 1952 Ford and Mercury $12.95 > 
1949-51 All Mercurys 

(With lever lock attachment) $17.95 
Same type for 1949-51 Ford....$17.95 


(This type without lever lock....$14.95) 
WE HAVE SMOOTHE SKIRTS AVAILABLE FOR MOST 
CARS ‘37-'48 (FORDS TO ‘51). WRITE US YOUR NEEDS 


MAIL CHECK OR M.O. FOR 
$1.00 (NO C.O.D.’s) TO— 


‘ Dealer Inquiries Invited 
gees) All shipments prepaid if your yr is ac- 
eo” companied by check or money order in 

1950-51-52 All Buicks a full. Don't forget to add 39% sales tax 
$14. 95 E if you live in California. 


MANUFACTURERS DISTRIBUTING co. 


BOX 275 — TUSTIN, CALIFORNIA 


IT’S KONG... 


for better performance 


THE “CHAMPIONSHIP” 
KONG Ignitions that 
Spark the Winners 


: .DUAL HI-SPEED POINTS—4-LOBE WINFIELD BREAKER CAM GROUND FROM HARDENED STOCK— 
MOUNTED ON TWO HI-SPEED BALL BEARINGS—FULL MANUAL wor LOCK TYPE 90 ADVANCE, 

: 90 RETARD—LOCK ON BASE (BESIDES MANUAL CONTROL) . . . CAN BE SET AT ANY ADVANCE 


DESIRED FOR FIXED SPARK. The “CHAMPIONSHIP” KONG complete (includes con- 
nd ntrol cable) $63.50 


Kong Ignition is not a converted type distributor but a 
completely engineered unit. 
A limited numbe of dealerships available 
— WRITE ON YOUR LETTERHEAD — 

THE NEW SO-CAL CATALOG—Com- 
plete listings of the finest speed and 
power equipment . . . illustrations 
. displacements charts for all 

rican engines ... performance 
hints .. . information and pictures of 
California's finest cars ... 


KONG IGNITION 
DIVISION OF— 


Spotlight on Detroit 


(Continued from page eleven) 


in the normal manner. Installation does 
not alter the original clutch and brake 
linkage mechanism, and no special main- 
tenance is required. 

Here is how it works: To apply the 
brakes, the driver pushes down on the 
hand control lever. Degree of braking is 


MAND CONTROL LEVER 


discount that saves 
jis car 50c 


Fifty-four 


feet; 


Plymouth has developed a setup which 
permits handicapped to drive without using 


operates clutch, brakes, throttle 


governed by the amount of pressure ap- 
plied. To depress the clutch pedal, the 
hand lever is moved in a circular motion 
toward the front seat. To shift gears, the 
clutch remains depressed until the hand 
lever is returned to normal. The acceler- 
ator is operated by rotating the hand grip, 
as on a motorcycle. There is a special 
friction brake which can be set to hold 
the throttle in desired positions on long 
drives where steady speeds are maintained. 
When stopping, the brake and clutch may 
be depressed with a single motion of the 
hand lever. If desired, the clutch may be 
left engaged while the brake is depressed 
to take full advantage of “engine braking.” 
—Harry Cushing 
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Classic Comments 
(Continued from page thirty-seven) 
other axles is difficult to find. Then, too, 
by the time it is found it may be deteri- 
orated beyond restoration. Immediate ‘ac- 
tion may well be a good investment fi- 

nancially and otherwise. 

Next month we will feature a rare and 
beautiful automobile built in 1940 by 
Bohman & Schwartz on a Packard chassis. 
The design incorporates unusual and 
unique features found in no other vehicle. 
The car is an outstanding example of 


A 1924 Lilac, manufactured in Japan, is an 
extremely rare car. Though an antique 
rather than a classic, it is shown here be- 
cause of its unusual body characteristics 


American craftsmanship and_ ingenuity. 
However, each of you will have to decide 
for yourself whether the car is or is not a 
classic. 

Every possible effort will be made in 
future issues to make this feature a 
medium of information and pleasure to 
the classic fan. Each of you can help by 
writing and stating how you personally 
would like the column conducted. If you 
have 8 x 10 glossy photographs of inter- 
esting classics, mail them to the writer in 
care of Motor TREND. If suitable, we will 
publish them so that all enthusiasts will 
benefit thereby. If you let us know your 


wants and will mail the pictures that you | 


wish reproduced, we will be in a position 

to reciprocate with a column concerning 

classics for enthusiasts by enthusiasts. 
—Robert J. Gottlieb 


NOTE: In addition to the return of 
“Classic Comments” to the pages of 
Motor TREND, we expect to run feature 
articles on many of the famous cars of 
years gone by in future issues——Editor 
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FLYWHEELS 


Balance is the gnats to perfect engine performance a BALANCE 
DEPENDS ON THE CAMSHAFTI Weber Cams are produced and en- 
gineered by CAM SPECIALISTS. . Men who know the importance 

of the split- second timing a comshaft must have. . . . Stock models 
are for di delivery for FORD—DODGE—PLYM- 

OUTH—CHRYSLER and CHEVROLET. Low prices start at $25.00* 
3% OR FULL RACE GRINDS AVAILABLE FOR ALL CARS 
FLYWHEELS LEARN CAM FACTS 
Precision machined . . . Complete illustrated infor- 
Perfectly balanced . mation. Send only 10c. 
Aluminum or Non-aluminum Dealerships Available 
Priced as low as _i?. 50* Write: 


“WEBER TOOL CO. 


4200 Whiteside Dept. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


 Half-worn BRAKES 
MADE BETTER THAN NEW! 


Double new lining life! 


COP-SIL-LOY 


— the brake conditioner proved at Indianapolis; on 
road racing cars, busses, trucks, taxies, passenger 
cars. NOW AVAILABLE FOR USER APPLICATION. 


Cop-Sil-Loy impregnates linings and drums with TORDER | TODAY 

Copper-Lead Alloy. It’s a dry lubricant stops ON MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

squeal. It prevents overheating—stops “fade.” It pro- * Cop-Sil-Loy Kit contains more 

vides a smooth, effective braking surface — greatly 5 than poten | to treat brakes on i 

reduces wear and scoring. It waterproofs brakes— 4 any passenger or race car. Apply § 
ives instant recovery from wet brakes. It Cop-Sil-Loy as directed. If not 
MOOTH, SILENT, POSITIVE BRAKING for twice § delighted with results, write for ® 

the life of your present linings. ‘refund by return mail. YOU BE : 

UDGE. 


EASY TO APPLY— No special skill, no special tools re- ' THE J 


cash, money order or § 


quired — rough up —_ brush on Cop-Sil- Loy, 8 
“bed in” by driving. TS * THAT SIMPLE. Nothing § Send personal check. Pay ‘ 
like it ever before. 1 your car can have the super- g 


$3.95 plus 
C.O.D. on delivery. ‘ 

r, send $4.95 for prepaid de- 
livery. POSITIVE SFAC- 
TION OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 


braking that Cop-Sil-Loy gives costly speedway and § stage an 


road racing cars. 


ABBOTT-KIPLE CO. 


11001 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD 
WEST LOS ANGELES 25, CALIFORNIA 


sion Heads! Dual Mufflers! 
™ = money-back. Don’t forget to include—WITH- 
only OUT 'COSt—my 5 Bonus Gifts 
MILEAGE Manual n-o-wl 9 8 Name 
| BONUS GIFTS GIVEN Addr 
City Zone...... 


a _ Get Up to 100% More 


SPEED: MILEAGE 


from Your Car with 


new HOT ROD Manuall 

Amazing new book tells how to double the F ow Se and mileage of your carl 

ns—Speed Tuning. Te ow to ild 
own SPEED EQUIPME NT! FAST (SPORT CARS! S_ENDORSED BY CHAMPIONS 
CALIFORNIA HOT 

CONVERSIONS! Easy-to-understand MONEY-SAV- NO MONEY — Mail N-O-W! 

; inexpensive Super- : K.—send me SPEED & MILEAGE manual for NO- 

7. RISK examination trial. Upon arrival | will pay 

postman $1.98 plus postage and C.O.D. charges. 

If | am not satisfied | may return in 7 days for 


ING instructions on build 
chargers! Dual Manifolds! 
ter Injectors! High Compres- 


7-Day NO-RISK 
Trial! 


[COSAVE MORE! If you send $1.98 with coupon, we 
pay postage chgs. Same money-back guarantee. 


ALMQUIST ENGINEERING ® Milford 42-T, Pa. 


4 Gas ving 
4. “Customizing” Plans 
5. Race Car Emblem 
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It’s SO Easy with 
Chrome-Gard 


PRQ 
and... OK 


onty $122 


PER CAR 


Just think of it!—You can clean the chrome 
on your car and give it a lasting coat of all- 
weather protection in a few minutes! Chrome- 


Gard dries crystal clear . . . adheres indef- 
initely . it includes Rust Dissolver. All 
for $1‘ at your dealer's or send to Department 
T for prepaid delivery! 
Makers of the famous Liquid Glaze Treatment 
for All Car Finishes 


LIQUID GLAZE, INC. 
Lansing 6, Michigan 


BURNING OIL? 


Use Genuine Holt’s 


PISTON SEAL 


Cut Oil Cost! Restore 


You'll get 
new car 
performance 
with Holt’s 
Piston Seal 
without costly overhauling. 


Absolutely Guaranteed! 
Used throughout the world for over 
fifteen years. Over 500,000 satisfied 
users. Easy to use. For only $4.95 post- 
paid you can give your car a new lease 
on life — make it run like new. Send 
cash or money order with make and 
year of car to R. H. Philbrick, 33J 
Miracle Mile, Coral Gables, Florida. 


($1.00 deposit on C.O.D.’s) 
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| roadster. 


SELL ’N’ SWAP 


wirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and —-_ first come, first served; 
we reserve the — to edit where necessary; we 
are not responsible for accuracy of descriptions, 
although we will reject any | 
This service is not open to Somat advertisers. 
No ads will be accepted if payment is not made in 
advance and such communications will not be ac- 
knowledged. Address your ae to Sell ‘N’ Swap. 


Due to an increase in ow oduction costs, we have 
found it necessary to charge two dollars per in- 
sertion—Editor 


IMPORTANT NOTICE! Only one CAR may be 
listed in any single Sell ‘N’ Swap insertion. This 
limitation will not apply to parts, catalogs, etc. 


SELL—'41 Graham Hollywood; new full race 292 
GMC engine, Zephyr transmission, 7x15 whitewalls, 
radio. A-1 body, $875. Also Graham engine and 
transmission $50. W. Scown, 6310 Sunset Bivd., 
28, Calif. 

WANTED—Wrecked Chrysler V-8. Please state price 
and condition, photo if possible. J. Minor, Box 54, 
Hemlock, Ind. 

WANTED—‘32 to ‘34 Ford conv. or roadster in 
good condition, with or without engire Must 
within 100 miles. B. Mabhrle, Clinton, Mich. 
SELL—'26 Star Six touring car, running condition, 
nearly all original equipment, needs re.ioration. 
Gibson, Risley Hall, Cornell Univ., Ithaca, N.Y. 
WANTED—Wiill pay 5c to 25¢ for photographs of 
Bugatti, Pierce-Arrow, Mercedes-Benz, Cord, Dues- 
enberg, Auburn, Roiis- Royce, photos must be in g 
shape. J. Pocusk, 133 Elim St., Walb; idge, Ohio. 
SELL OR SWAP—'24 Durant touring; engine, trans- 
mission, differential, radiator, chassis good, y 
poor, sell as is or for parts. Want Volkswagen. 
E. Hancock, 1104 Broadway, Normal, Ill. 
SELL—‘02 one cylinder Reo, runs good, excellent 
tires, not restored but in good shape. $1500 or 
will trade. L. Stratton, Rt. 2, Box 397, Chico, Calif. 
SWAP—'51 Plymouth conv., “5000 miles, bright red, 
many extras, immaculate throughout, for MG that 
has been treated kird’y. W. Turner, 320 S. Coch- 
ran St., Charlotte, Mich. Phone 1771. 
WANTED—Four 7.05xi8 or 7.50x18 whitewdillb in 
good —- C. Diebold, 72 Middlesex Rd., 
Buffalo 16, 

SELL OR SwaP—'a1 Ford conv., new all respects, 
full race, bored and stroked engine with 800 miles. 
Prefer Continental hardiop. Full details exchanged 
for yours. R. McKinney, RR 1, Springfield, Ohio. 
WANTED-—L:ncoln Continental, hardtop preferred, 
full details and lowest price first letter. R. McKin- 
ney, RR_ 1, Springfield, Ohio. 

SELL—'20 Cadi‘lac cusiom Victoria, mint condition 
throughout. 5000 actual miles, price $1000. M. Tar- 
button, 1207 Maple Ave., Zanesville, Ohio. 
SELL—'32 Auburn brougham, two-speed rear, knock 
off hubs, runs fine, no rust on fenders, grille, etc. 
$300 or will sell in parts. M. Tarbutton, 1207 
Maple Ave., Zanesville, Ohio. 

SELL—Three 35x6 US Roya! whitewalls and tubes, 
$35 each. M. Tarbutton, 1207 Maple Ave., Zanes- 
ville, Ohio 

SELL—'13 brass radiator Ford touring, good up- 
holstery, drive away for $325. . Christman, Win- 
demere Ave., Greenwood Lake, N.Y. 

SELL—'20 Buick touring, original throughout, near 
perfect, Christman, Windemere Ave., 
Greenwood Lake, N.Y. 

WANTED—‘40-'41 Lincoln Continental conv., body 
must be good, = pay top cash price. B. Quick. 
121 N. 11th St., Smith. Ark. 

WANTED—'38 Coditlos V-8 conv. sedan; good con- 
dition, must be reasonable, send picture if pos- 
sible and details. Consider same later prewar. D. 
Thomson, 4845 N Winchester Ave., Chicago 40, III. 
SELL—Edmunds dual manifold, Mallory distributor, 
DSM coil and condenser, stock intake and exhaust 
manifolds, relieved 8:1 heads, two ‘49 carburetors, 
all for ohv Cadillac. N. Thorp, 2265 Williams St., 
Palo Alto, Calif. 

WANTED—Foreign car under 11% liter, prefer Fiat 
or similar make. Within 1500 miles of Denver. 
Send full particulars, price and photo in first 
letter. R. Parker, 353 Rapp Ave., Littleton, Colo. 
SELL—'22 Model A Duesenberg touring, needs paint, 
top. Radiator cap is not original. $7 as is. R. 
Sarwark, 1610 E. Van Buren, Phoenix, Ariz. 
SELL—'23 Mode! T Ford coupe, new paint and up- 
holstery, runs cood, good tires, R. Sarwark, 1610 
E. Van Buren, Phoenix, Ariz. 

SELL—’38 Cadi!'ac 60, partly dismantled, prefer to 
sell as 2S but will sell parts. $75 or make offer. A 


Seaboldt, Box 361, Randolph, Nebr. 
SELL— Edmunds dual | cavteucater, manifold for Stude- 
baker | with two Chevrolet 


as lines and exhaust — 
used three months. $50. 
N.Y. 


fold. Ready to install, 
Court, Hoffman Ave., Elmont, L.I., 


rose 
SELL—V-16 Cadillac in ‘29 A street, lakes, dr 

Holds Bonneville record, turned 149 mp! 
on gasoline, photos and information on request. 


Perfect conditi fully d. B. Wagner, 3012 
Gage Ave., Huntington Park, Calif. 
WANTED—Used sirens equipment for ‘49 Ford; 


heads, bia axles, 
gears, etc. Give All ies an- 
swered. G. Miller, 5216 Chester Ave., Philadelphia 
43, Pa. 


FOR 
FORD, CHEVY, MERCURY, 
OLDS & PONTIAC 


DOES NOT 
Hold a Tire 


Simple Installation — 


Gives that exclusive 
CONTINENTAL look 
at an inexpensive 
price. Creates 
a smart, swanky 
appearance. 


This Kit creates that ‘‘Continental Look’’ at a price 
you can afford. Gives the impression of .being built 
into the trunk and has that long sweeping appearance. 
As it does not hold a tire, it eliminates expensive 
installation. Easy to install. Just remove the name 
plate off trunk lid. Easy access 4 trunk handles, and 
on the 1952 Ford and Mercury to gas cap by Vifting 
the chrome cap. FITS ON 1949 TO 1952 FORDS 
MERCURY AND CHEVROLET 1949 TO 1952 (EXCEPT 
pt ge WITH NO HOLES TO DRILL. ALSO FITS 
1949 TO 1952 PONTIAC—ALL MODELS, OLDSMOBILE 
1952 MODEL 88 CONVERTIBLE AND HARD TOP, OLDS- 
MOBILE 98, 1952—ALL MODELS. In addition ‘to tire 
and wheel cover the kit includes chrome cap, chrome 
license light, license holder and all fittings. Send 
25% cash with order. Complete Kit only...... $29.50 
«Send For Our New Catalog 
The World's Largest Auto Accessory 
and Parts Catal Save M 


“Everything 
50.000 


that hard-to-get part. Over 100 
iiustrated. Send 25c (re- 


fundab! 
J. C. WHITNEY & CO., 1917—CE Archer, Chicago, ot 
ALL 


maxes FOREIGN CARS 


Jaguar « Hillman Minx e Rover 
Austin e Singer e Sunbeam Talbot 
Humber Hawk e (and others) 
Time Payments e Trades Accepted 
Overseas Deliveries 


FOREIGN CAR DISTRIBUTORS | 


Sales— Parts— Service 


401 N. Broad St.. Phila. 8. Pa. 


Telephone Walnut 2-0620 


car becomes chai 


off your —_. Can « also 


AUTO-SHOCKO 


Have some REAL FUN with 
r car. With AUTO- 
Shockoe you can give an 
one who touches the oe 
surface of your car a HARM 
LESS, but VERY EFFECTIVE 
shock. When the switch a 
side your car is on, the entire outer surface of 
rged. You can also charge your 
buddie’ $s car by touching your bumper to ins. 
he won't be able to get into his car until you turn 
on while car is 
parked to — from scratching or damag 
ing your car. Will not your battery. 
AUT -SH' ocko is probably the best FUN MAKER 
you will ever own. Easily installed in a few min- 
utes. Sent complete with AUTO-SHOCKO unit, — 


switch, etc. Price $9 95 or if 
1.00 d 


ired on C.O.D. 
MANUFACTURING co. 


Lawrence, Mass. 


Dept. M-3, 192 Arlington St., 


No classes to attend. Easy spare-time train- 
ing covers big choice of subjects. Friendly 
instructors; standard texts. Full credit for 
i Diploma awarded. 

! 


previous schooling. 
Write now for FREE catalog 


WAYNE SCHOOL Catalog HCE-1 
2527 Sheffield Ave., Chicago 14, Illinois 


SAVE CHROME—FIGHT RUST! 

Use Ames Chrome Preservative Lubricant and 

i-Rust Compound. Clear polarized 

oil—not a lacquer. Spray on ¢ 
. Good for 


lubricat- 
for long 


HELEN SALES —P. 0. Box 74 
Linwood Station, Detroit, Michigan 


Motor Trend 


NEW 
: | | 
| 
| 
| 
en -Speed Equipment, Re- 
| built es, all parts and accesso- 
ries ars and trucks. We have 
| | 
4 ' 
ae 
Compression! Stop Piston; | 
igi Slap! Save on Gas! 7 | 
t rubbe, 
ceze 
; « 
| 


Q 


* 


DRESS UP 
YOUR MOTOR 


WANTED 


CHROME NUT COVERS easily slip over 
Standard head nuts or carburetor nuts 
m of Ford, Lincoin, Mercury, Plymouth, 
Studebaker, Dodge, Nash, & others. 
Gleaming Chrome Beauties fit practically 
every make car (1144” head nut size or 
%e’’ carburetor size only). Removed or 
installed in a few minutes. Cannot be 
marred by your wrench, because 
they are put on after Ceend 10c 
nuts are tightened. Ea. only.. 


Dept. MTT-10, Beverly 


OIL FILTER REFILLS... 10¢ 


Here’s News! Ordinary toilet 

per — an ideal oil fil- 
as Laboratory tests prove 
it cleans oil faster and better 
than popular of 
elements. All you need is 
simple set of RETLIF ADAPTER 

PLATES ... and you can start 

using ordinary toilet paper 
rolls in your present oil fil- 
ter. For proof and descrip- 
tive literature, send name 
and address to: 


RETLIF CORPORATION, Dept. 107 


1239 Ne. Highland Ave., Les Angeles 38, Calif. 


No experience needed 
Follow simple instructions, : 
weld on iron, steel, bronze. : | 


time money doing 


air men, farmers, tinsmiths, home and 
— owners, hobbyists, etc., say FOUR- 
WAY pays for itself over and over. Order 
today or send for Free details. 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY, Dept. K27KC 
2326 So. Michigan Ave. © Chicago 16, lilinois 


repair work for yourself ~~ F othere. Re- | 
| 
| 


Design and build your own 
FIBERGLASS BODY | 
@ Handbook........ $1.00 | 


ERIC IRWIN 


LANCER, Industrial Way Costa Mesa, Calif. 


at DAYTONA BEACH 
A consistent lormer the acclaimed tshenderian 
1024 built up en enviable 
Peputation the racing field. 
another successful year has come the 
thet of the Sloan 
Co., Senteen, NC., and driven by Tim has won 
race of the year Ltn modified stock cars. This car, 
of course, on with the Iskhenderion 1024 
Send for most informative booklet on cams ever  puitiched, 
Clearly iitustreted and easy to understand. 25¢ 


Exbrook 8 


WANTED-—Fiat 500; running - condi- 
tion not puto, J. Minor, P.O. 213, May 
wood, Calif 
WANTED—'36 stock Ford V-8 roadster in good 
condition. Give details, photos, and cash 
delivered. B. Douglass, Rt. 2, Malden, Mo. 
SELL—Automatic hydraulic brake adjuster, easily 
installed any car. Stop brake fade in road racing, 
etc. Maintains same wr travel throughout life of 
lining. $10 pp. 123rd Ftr. Intcp. $q., 
Portland Inti. Arpt., 
WANTED-— Intake he for ‘36 Auburn, model 
852, supercharged. Rear manifold preferred, also 
windshield mounted rear view mirror for phaeton. 
State price and condition. M. Bobek, 1 W. 32 
Place, Chicago 8, Ill. CL 40747. 
WANTED—Old style Simplex curved reducing rear 
view mirror of large type with full metal _ a 
Mounting fixture not so important as mirror os ' 
frame. R. McLain, 220 S. State St., Chicago 4, Ill. 
SELL—'31 Oldsmobile six business coupe, model 
F-31; completely restored except for replating 
bumpers. New black lacquer, complete engine 
work. Mint condition, ori ~~ including radio. 
$275. R. Burchill, 251 Beal East Lansing, Mich. 
SELL—‘26 Chevrolet a “four cyl., rusty but 
complete in all details, to bumpers and Moto- 
meter. a new top, needs upholstery and paint. 
$125. Burchill, 251 Beal St., East Lansing, Mich. 
-Winheld racing carb., model SR with adapter, 
o, new, with factory instructions. First $35 takes 

Hibner, 444 Prospect St., York, Pa. 
seuL_'4t Cadillac engine with Hydra- Matic; very 
clean unit, does not use oil, Hydra-Matic just re- 
built and modernized. $395 FOB Longview. Q. 
Hoffman, 1532 Wandercook War, Longview, Wash. 
Phone 22. 
SELL—Two new unused US Royal Master white- 
walls, 7.60x16, $100. R. Hutchinson Jr., 1909 
Pine Haven Rd., Augusta, Ga. 
SELL—'37 Humber Snipe four-door sedan, aluminum 
body, wire wheels, red leather interior, good lines, 
low mileage, right hand drive. $395 or swap. G. 
Coffee, Los Arabis Rd., Lafayette 1, Calif. 
SELL—’41 Chevrolet head, milled .060 complete with 
new valves installed, $30. Light flywheel for same, 
$6. I'll pay freight. R. Parks, 2602 Fillmore, Ama- 
Texas. 

NTED—A really clean ‘40 Ford coupe, standard 
a aan. preferably in Richmond area. Will pay 
a price for an immaculate car. Cpl. E. Brown, 
Hq. 4th Bn, MRTC, Camp Pickett, Va. 
WANTED—'32-'37. Ford phaeton, restorable condi- 
tion or better, fairly near. Leads appreciated. 
Give complete description and price. HMC D. C. 
Kittle, US Naval Storehouse, Pt. Pleasant, W. Va. 
WANTED—'34 Chevrolet roadster, body must be in 
good condition, mechanical condition unimportant. 
D. Bailey, 12M Div., USS Orion (AS-18), CE AERS, 
Norfolk, Va. 
SELL—'37 Citroen; front “wheel drive, conv. coupe, 
good engine and body, needs top and transmis- 
sion work. Would swap for racing equipment, 
midget or big car. J. Ash, 143 Drake tealler Ct., 
Des Moines, lowa. 
SWAP—'50 Studebaker Champion two-door; radio, 
heater, excellent. For ‘30-’31 Hudson speedster 
roadster, body, wheels and frame must A-l, 
prefer Hornet engine. N. Gottschalk, 4687 Ander- 
son Rd., S. Euclid 21, io. 
SELL—'24 Franklin air-cooled touring car. Engine, 
body and tires good condition. Used summer only. 
Presently stored in Northport, Mich. H. Haserot Je., 
521 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 15, Ohio. 
SELL—’49 MG TC; immaculate, not a scratch, never 
rained on, raced or damaged, light blue, belge 
leather, 6,000 miles, extras. J. Wagner, 1101 
Bloom Rd., Danville, Pa. 
SELL—'12 Everitt owned by Ludhope at Orillia 
Canada. Under 6500 original miles, needs 38x 
tires. Will send specifications and pictures. Best 
offer. G. Hatch, 395 Scarlett Rd., RR 1, Weston, 


| Ont., Canada. 


SELL—’17 Hupmobile touring sedan in running con- 
dition, restorable, spare tire. Write for details. 
F. Beidleman Box 1189, Anderson, Calif. 


| SELL OR SWAP—Clayton chassis Synemomnten, four 


years old, in storage three years. Swap for late 
model car. Also will buy, sell, swap Model T 
racing equipment. H. Pulfer, 2700 Mary St., te 
Crescenta, Cali 


| WANTED—Van Blerck OHC 85 or 91 cu. in. flat four 


Marine enaine. State price and condition. G. 
Seavey, 4 Devereaux St., Arlington, Mass. 


| SELL—’49 Pontiac Eight conv.; 23,000 miles, tn- 
| terior and top destroyed by fire. Could be rebuilt 


or made into sports car. $325. Can be driven. W. 
Todd, Fairview Ave., Warwick, N.Y. 


| SELL—’32 Austin roadster; good con- 


dition, four new tires, needs paint. $125. W. 
Todd, Fairview Ave., Warwick, N.Y. 

SELL—’37 Model K Lincoln Brunn Landau; 38,000 
miles, clean and good condition, $250 or will ‘sell 
parts. W. Todd, Fairview Ave., Warwick, N.Y. 
SELL OR SWAP—‘38 K Lincoln seven-passenger se- 
dan, black with oriainal whitewalls, original 
thr Unbelievable state of preservation, 
14,000 miles. Sell or swap for small sports car. 
W. Baschen, 411 E. Ravine Rd., Hinsdale, Ill. 

SELL OR SWAP—’36 Cord 810 sedan in good con- 
dition. Will swap for Auburn conv. in like con- 
Lake Shore Dr., West Brook- 


‘LaSalle series 52 club coupe; radio, 
heater, original black paint, ver 
miles, Edmunds heads and 
dual exhaust, Mallory coil. Hinrich 016 
Water Ave., Oregon City, Ore. 


WHY PAY DOUBLE? 


New ALMQUIST HI-POWER DUAL MANIFOLD 
can be used on L YEAR Fords and Mercs! 
A double saving—No need to buy another 
manifold when you trade your car. NO FINER 
DUAL MANIFOLD AT ANY PRICE! Used in 
many championship race cars. 

HI- POWER 180° Balanced Porting ADDS more 
power, speed and flexibility at all ranges, even 
wnder 25 and over 80 m.p.h. For road or 
track. Shiny peer nl COOLING FINS. 
FOR ALL FORDS & MERCS—‘32-'52 $38.75 

(Throttle Kit & Generator Bracket $6.) 


DUAL CARBURETION 


for ALL CARS 
Get amazing speed and ac- 
celeration this fast, inexpen- 
sive way! Aluminum “‘Equi- 
Flow’’ Manifold steps up ef- 
ficiency—eliminates fade outs! 
Easy installation on any 6 
or 8 cylinder car.........$12.95 

(Throttle Kit $2) 
Hi-Speed V-8 Carbs....$12.59 
—_ CHROME CARB STACKS $1.25 


NEW ALMQUIST HEADS 


Beautifully Finned Aluminum—New Crowsfoot 
combustion chamber delivers up to 25% more 
power. More 8 to 10:1 
ratios for road or rac 

FOR 1938-52 FORDS a. MERCS, SET $68.50 


“DYNAMITE” IRON HEADS 


8:1 Ratio for road or stock car racing—'38-'48 
V-8’s. Terrific Value! SET. $18.95 


NEW FUEL | DEALERS! 
EQUALIZER become an Write for 
Finned Aluminum | qimauist 
fuel block equalizes ASSOCIATE Lower Prices- 


fi to dual 


ors. Prevents Pow- 
er Loss, Fuel Waste, 
Plooding! 

Gives s-m-o-o-t-h 
performance. 
all cars.......... 


MONTHLY SPECIALS! 


SAVE UP TO 50% 


e NEW V-8 RACING $36.00 
ht $29.50 Ex. 
ADJUSTABLE TAPPETS (Seve $5). Set 


e V-8 RACING FLYWHEELS, 18 Ibs..........$ 

e CALIFORNIA EXHAUST CUTOUTS..........$6.95 

e LOWERING KITS—Best V-8 Shackles....$1.45 

@ CHROME HEAD NUT Covers, any car, ea. 10c 
“THOUSANDS OF ITEMS” 


FREE OFFER... 


ROD DIGEST — 
T U 


° 
= 


or TRACK” given with 
BIG BARGAIN SPEED \j 
EQUIPMENT CATALOG! 
(FREE Cash Discount 
Coupons.) ALL 3, 25¢ 


| DISCOUNT COUPON 

Mail this coupon for $1.00 credit 

against any order of $10 or more! 

Please Rush the following: 
Enclosed find $ 


Ship C.0.D. 


Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 


ENGINEERING 


Dealers Wanted 


| 
| at fas RS At 
A 
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NUT oS aa ‘52 2) We 
4 
it 
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| 
T 
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| 
| 
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a 
\ the tack 
_ 
Serfoce indefinitely 
| | 
4 W LD $1475 
HOT 
YOUR CAR for ROAD Hoy Ron 
| 
$ 
\ WINS AGAIN! 
| 
1 0 
| 
‘ 
October 1952 Fifty-seven 


¥ 
CHROME PANELS 


1941 Ford (2-pc.) dash panel................ $ 
1942-48 Ford or Masney dash panel....$ 
1941 Ford radio pa $ 
(specify Phiico or Zenith) 
1940 Ford instrument panel 
1940 Ford clock panel........... 
1940 Ford radio panel... 
1941 Mercury dash panel TAME 5 


LOWERING SHACKLES 


For Ford-Mercury—set of 4 
4”... $1.25 1 
6"...$1.75 


LOWERING BLOCKS 


(2" 
50 drop) 
consists of 4 U 


bolts and 2 blocks 

(add $1 for 3” drop) : 
SPECIFY YEAR AND MAKE OF CAR 
Immed. Delivery. Enclose 25% with order i 


WHS 
SEER BBS 


ww 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


LEO'S AUTO SUPPLY 


ARIZONA’S LARGEST HOT ROD SHOP 
Send 25c in coin or stamps for catalog 
Dept. M-O, 2823 N. Stone Ave., Tucson, Ariz. 


metal 
plates 
worn 
engine 
engine parts... 


new thereafter—guaranteed for 50,000 
miles. Amazing new product A. .. by as you 
itself, restores worn surfaces, and pre- 
vents further wear on cylinder walls, ary 
pistons, ring faces, valve seats, guides rive 
and stems. Your old car or i.uc. suns like new 
—your new car stays new—and costs less to run 
with MOTALOY. Inexpensive, no tools needed. 
Guaranteed Safe. Write for FREE details now! 
GARDEN STATE SALES 
_. 201 E. 5th Street, Plainfield 2, N. J. 


HypramaTic Owners! 


NOW AS NEVER BEFORE YOU MAY 
SELECT 3RD GEAR AT WILL WITH THE 


NIELSON THIRD SPEED SELECTOR 


SAVES BRAKES e SAVES GAS 
When SELECTOR control is not 
For Trailer Towing in use, the automatic operation of 
ur transmission is the some os 
efore. Actuolly, the use of the 


For Hill Climbing SELECTOR preserves the life of your 
transmission by eliminating the 


For Hill Descending constont and down’ shifting 


normal to hill driving. 
Potent 2,577,660 
pr | installation. Price only $13.95, plus small in- 
stallation charge. Soecify mo’e ard vear of car. 


1680 N. Western Ave., Los Angeles 27, Calif. 
Phone, HOllywood 9-8684 


Precision Repairing 
@ROLLS ROYCE BENTLEY 
and all Foreign Automobiles 


FRED BODLEY 
8515 W. Pico Blvd. Los Angeles, Calif. 
CRestview 5-1557 


HARD TOP YOUR 7 
CONVERTIBLE 


Corp 


“Detroit 26, M 


ag MG TC; 45,000 miles, new yellow paint, 
good “condition. Best oher over $800. 
“Box 28, Christiansburg, Va. 
WANTED—‘41 Cadillac conv. sedan or ‘Al Lincoln 
conv. sedan in good priced. 
Send info and photos. M. Rust, Box Chris. 
tiansburg, Va. 
SELL—’34 Reo four-door sedan, Hydra-Matic trans- 
mission, details if interested. Mrs. H. Shreve, 1507 
Fairmont Ave., Clarksburg, W. Va. 
WANTED—Model A roadster, body and fenders 
must be perfect or restorable. Will swap better 
than new Model A coupe with rumble seat. R. 
201 Arborlea Ave., Pa. 
SELL—’42 Ercoupe li ‘52, 16 
oe on Continental 65 aor overhaul, new prop. 
Will trade for sports car of the MG class. B. Rice, 
Rice’s Cities Service, Elkhorn, Wisc. 
WANTED-—SS100 Jaguar roadster in restorable con- 
dition, send pictures, details, price in first letter. 
Reasonable service and repair manual for same. 
G. Nichols, Jr., 10938 S. Western Ave., Los An- 
eles, Calif. 
ELL—’15 Paige roadster stored since ‘19, 
actual miles, electric starting, lighting, leather 
perfect, needs only 34x4 tires. $500 or might swap 
for classic. J. Harrigan, North York Rd., Elm- 
hurst, Ill. 
WANTED—’36 Ford four-door conv. trunk lid in 
good condition. R. Nelson, 1409 Parkinson, Palo 
Alto, Calif. 
WANTED—Old numbers of Kelly Kar Blue Book, 
Pacific Coast Red Book, Blue Book or National 
Used Car Market Report Red or Blue Book. ‘35 or 
older. State price ord nmu=.ber. L. Forest, Collins 
Hotel, Spokane, Wash. 
SELL—'35 Ford roadster 100 hp supercharged en- 
gine, lowered shackles, airplane type shocks, 
Lincoln transmission and wheels, steering wheel 
shift never run since rebuilding. Cash or trade 
for MG or Hotshot. J. Koss, 215 Oak Hill Dr., 
Green Bay, Wisc. 
WANTED—Tucker car; complete car or body only, 
also extra parts. No rust, no junk, describe con- 
dition fully and lowest price first letter. W. War- 
ren, 4805 N. Westshore Blvd., Tampa, Fla. 
WANTED—Cadillac 16s, 1-2-3 flat-head or over- 
head. Engine only. Please state price and condi- 
tion. J. Clagett, Southern Welding Service, Box 
313, Upper Marlboro, Md. 
SELL—Four nearly new 6.00x18 heavy duty six- 
ply tires with tubes. $15 each. Capt. H. Graff, 
403 West End Ave., Elizabeth, N.J. 
SELL—Perry muffler for MG TD, adaptable to any 
sports car, cost $60, make offer. H. Forden, 41 
Colonial St., Elmwood 10, Conn. 
SELL OR SWAP—'36 Auburn supercharged conv. 
sedan, new engine, top, paint, tires, 1200 miles 
since rebuilding. Swap for smaller car, prefer 
English, my wife can handle. P. Reed, 2039 Stabler 
Rd., Akron, Ohio. 
WANTED—Prewar phaeton, General Motors pre- 
ferred, big car classic or otherwise considered. Must 
have good body and frame. State price and condi- 
tion. R. Hi 96 Joh St., Buffalo 12, N.Y. 
WANTED—Cord conv. supercharger with rumble- 
seat. Will trade either ‘46 Ercoupe airplane or ‘48 
Chrysler Town and Country conv., or cash if 
reasonable. Lt. R. Farrington, 4913 Fd. Sv. Sq., 
Kirtland AFB, Albuquerque, N.M 
SELL—’51 XK 120 Jaguar; 8000 miles, red, never 
wrecked or raced, extra clean, duals, radio, Con- 
tinental tire, enlarged trunk. Under ceiling, have 
new ‘52. E. Ramsay, 1210 E. 55 St., Chicago, Ill. 
SELL OR SWAP—'34 supercharged Graham eight 
in very good condition, has cracked block, r 
clean Chevrolet, GMC hop-up parts or hopped-up 
GMC. L. Herald, 4707 E. 10th, Winona, Minn. 
WANTED—Mercedes; sedan or conv., state model, 
year, condition and price. H. Gilmore, 2151 Encinal 
Ave., Alameda, Calif. P 
SELL—'23 Detroit Electric. Car is complete includ- 
ing batteries and charger, will need very little 
restoring. G. Stein, New London, Ohio. Phone 
New London 74 or 134. 
WANTED—’32 Hupmobile. R. 7549 E. 4th 
Place, Downey, Calif. LO 9718 
WANTED—‘34 Franklin 12. R. "Weatherby, 7549 E. 4th 
Place, Downey, Calif. LO 97186. 
WANTED—‘34 Pierce Arrow 12 or later. R. Weather- 
by, 7549 E. 4th Place, Downey, Calif. LO 97186. 
WANTED—'34 Marmon 16. R. Weatherby, 7549 E. 4th 
Place, Downey, Calif. LO 97186. 
WANTED~—Late model Stanley Steamer or Doble in 
good mech J. Pabst, 3835 Olympia 
Dr., Houston, Tones. 
WANTED—'37 Supercharged Cord, body style or 
condition not important, need good engine for 
converting standard model to Sam H. 
Brunn, 39 Getzville Rd., Snyder, N 
SELL—'32 Stutz, DV-32, Monte Corl, sedan, good 
driving condition, body « d 
but some interior restoration aanieed. $420 or 
trade for small car. W. Yeager, 1321 Denver St., 
Boulder City, Nev. 


WANTED—'29 Ford roadster top pickup in good 


condition, must be priced reasonably and be within 

500 miles of SW Oregon. W. Makey, Box 151, 

Empire, Ore. 

SELL—’35 Rolls-Royce, rare 25 hp English sports 
lan, Park-Ward body with sunshine top, a 
wood, green leather immaculatz, engine 

excellent, $1850, pics, 25c. W. Small, 3458 Shen- 

andoah Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


SALES+-SERVICE 
PARTS+- ACCESSORIES 
MG 

MORRIS 

SINGER 

DAIMLER 

BENTLEY 

ROLLS ROYCE 
HILLMAN MINX 
SUNBEAM TALBOT 


and... 
THE SENSATIONAL SIATA 


Top trade for your old car. Financ- 
ing arranged if desired ........ 


SPORTS =CARS=LTD. 


4501 EUCLID AVENUE 
Cleveland 3, Ohio EXpress 1-0717 


at home for good work. Practica! 
experience included. U.E.I. 
aining covers metal work, weld- 
, painting, etc. Placement service 
—or we will show you how to start 
= own shop. Behind U. E. I 
AININ Gis alarge national or- 
Write for ization founded 1927. Write to- 
facts for FREE facts —no obligation. 


Auto-Crafts Division, UTILITIES ENGINEERING I 
2523 Sheffield Ave., Dept. XAN-1, Chicago 14, Ill. 


\ \ t, 1] Big demand in Auto Body and Fender 
% \ work, Start training now spare time 


Banish the craving for tobacco as thou- 
sands have with Tobacco Redeemer. Write 
Today for free booklet telling of injurious 
effect of tobacco and of a treatment which 


has relieved over 300.000 people. 
tn Business Since 1909 
THE NEWELL COMPANY 


327 Clayton Sta. « St. Lovis 5, Mo. 


Any Model, Tailor Made 


HEADLINERS $1430 


(for Car Ceiling) 


eot 
's dust! 

Boast new better 
economy, angry get-away. Get 
parts list, hop-up info, tune-up 
tips all for ¢ with double-your-money 
certificate worth $122 on buys. Every 
Champion owner should write Dept. M-10 
—S=FRANK MORGAN CO. 
Third & Eye St., MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA 
RACIN QUIPMENT | 
increase Power and Mileage with High Performance 
Heads and Dual Manifolds... STUDEBAKER - FORD 
CHEVROLET. MERCURY 

a? Send for COMPLETE CATALOG only 25¢ 


733 SAN FERNANDO RD., LOS ANGELES 65, CALIF 
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SELL—‘30 Stutz vertical eight conv. coupe; engine 
just rebuilt, mechanically perfect, needs top re- 
placed. Best offer over $450. D. Thomas, 11 
Bay View Ave., Baldwin, N.Y. 

SELL— —Rolls-Royce photos, R ravure article with 
views of four classic Rolls, closeups of engines. 
me b3 Wild Horse Creek Farm, Box 727, Glen- 


Seti-s3 MG TD with radio, was registered in 
March, has 5000 miles, in good clean condition, 
$1895. a Brewer, 116 Sand Creek Rd., West Al- 


bany, N.Y. 

SELL—’32 Chrysler Imperial eight conv. coupe, rum- 
bie seat, new top, fire red paint, seat covers, body, 
engine excellent, three spares. $175. K. Spring, 
"45 ton St., Hartford 6, Conn. 
WANTED—'35 Ford phaeton in restorable condi- 
tion, prefer late model with trunk. Please send 
a’! de'ci!s and p.ice. E. Ayuso, 109 West 57, New 
York, N.Y. 

SELL—Two new fenders (fr. rl.), one new dash 
panel, two new wooden spoke wheels (minus 
part of hubs). All for ‘16 Model T Ford. Best offer 
takes. B. Patchett, 233 S. Knoxville, Tulsa, Okla. 
WANTED—Cord supercharged engine with all im- 
portant ports ard complete car, running or other- 
wise, Cord venti'ated hub cans and front fenders 
less lights. 1. Naylor, Stevenson, Md. 

SELL—’36 Ford roadster, not a museum piece but 
a good so'd iron in dai'vy use, can be driven 
oer $295. R. Kara, 5342 W. 24th St., Cicero 


50, 
SELL—Spalding dual coi! distributor for ‘49 to ‘52 
Ford or Mercury, used 2000 miles, complete “— 
ore coil and timing gear cover plate. 
Riddell, 1523 E. 76th, Seattle 5, Wn. 
SELL OR SWAP—’51 Singer four A roadster; red, 
6900 miles, excellent condition. $975 cash or swap 
for late model Chevrolet or Plymouth. F. Rubidge, 
336 Neolo, Park Forest, III 
SELL—‘47 Lincoln V-12 in A-1 condition through- 
out, with every useful accessory, deluxe interior, 
engine overhau'ed, original equipment, may con- 
sider trade. W. Balthazor, 40 W. McWilliams St., 
Ford Du Lac, Wisc. 
SELL—’50 Super Sports Crosley, 16,000 miles, radio, 
heater, Spartan blast horns, everything works and 
in good condition. Owner now in Service. $400. D. 
S-rdgren, 4201/2 Pau'ine, Muncie, Ind. 
SELL OR SWAP-—Stock ‘37 Ford coupe, hydraulics, 
59 AB engine, plenty of spare parts. Want ‘40 or 
‘Al Ford conv. or late custom job. J. Bicchieri, 
190 Elm St., Marlboro, Mass. 
SELL—Genuine whitewalls, US Royal Masters, orig- 
inal wrappers. 6.70 x 15 regular $43.80 each, sell 
for $26.30. 7.60 x 15 regular $58.20, sell for 
$34.80. Ask about other sizes. K. MacRue, 816 
E. 8th. Moscow, Idaho. 
SELL—‘34 Cord two-vassenger conv., Mirado yellow, 
red lea*her upho'-tery, driven 12.000 miles since 
new engine, in-t~"'ed ‘43, whitewalls, new chrome. 
N. Hammink, 1758 Wri~ht Ave., Rocky River, Ohio. 
SFLL—Edmurds dual intake manifold for ‘42 to 
‘50 Studebaker Com™ander complete with one 
carb. and linkace. $25. P. Hirsch, 248 Wherry 
P-oj., Paname City, Fla. 
SELL—’23 Maxwell touring car, completely re- 
built, new chrome, paint, top, etc., mechanically 
perfect. Asking $450, will consider offer or trade 
for unrestored antique. R. Usen, 45 The Ledges 
Rd., Newton Ctre 59, Mass. LAsell 72856. 
WANTED—'49 Fleetwood Cadillac sedan in ex- 
cellent ~ pry prefer a dark blue color, other 
t ble price, cash. S. Epstein, 
61 N. 50th St., “Omaha, Nebr. 
SELL—’32 Buick conv., new top, paint, upholstery. 
Swap for Austin, Fiat, Volkswaaen, or Crosley 
Suver Sports. R. Pedrick, Box 306, 37th St. & Wood- 
land Ave., Philade!ohia 4, Pa. 
SELL—Barris customi-ed ‘51 Chevy Rel Air. cover car 
with full description ir May ‘52 MOTOR TREND. New 
34 race Chevrolet enaine insto'led March ‘52. $5500. 
1. Ernst, 618 Michi-an St., Toledo 2, Ohio. 
SELL OR SWAP—‘48 Crosley four-cylinder 26 hp ohc 
complete, engine, transmission, radiator just over- 


Classic Packard, custom built by Bohman and Schwartz—finest custom car builders in the 

world. Custom built throughout on 1940, “180,” super 8 Packard limousine chassis. 148 inch 

wheel base. Interior upholstered in finest top grain leather. Original cost over $10,000. . . . 

O.P.S. ceiling today $3,280. A terrific bargain for this most beautiful and unusual car in 

America—only $2,900 cash. Motor and body in excellent condition . . . low mileage. For ap- 

pointment to see, call Arnold Anderson, Arizona 35251—or write 401 Beloit Ave., Los Angeles 49. 


NEW WAY to pay oussiiceo 22 ER TODAY! 


CUSTOM 


A... 


ACCESSORIES 


Take advantage of AUTO ACCESSORIES 
NEW SERVICE — The “Lay Away Plan’ 
offers PRICE PROTECTION, GUARANTEES 
merchandise delivery. Avoid possible short- 
age of Accessories you want for your cor. 
Order today or write for complete details. 
CONTINENTAL KIT 

Give your FORD or CHEVROLET thot Popu- 
le “SNAPPY CUSTOMIZED” LOOK. The 

it Tire Kit you con rrsis for the price. 
$59 Real bargains offered 
to members only. 
WRITE for the NEWEST 
— Stream! MO: 
Gives your car o Sleek Finished appearance 


PHOTOS OF THE LATEST 


Others os LOW as ..... os 
NOW 3 To 5 MONTHS To Folly 
Use your “AA” Lay-away Plan described and 20c 
OMPANY NO RED TAPE — WRITE TODAY illustrated. Prg { 
NOW ONLY... 


ADVANCED 


Does your car lack power? Burning 

For only $3.95 Fisher's Compression SEAL will help your car achieve its for- 
mer en ig restoring compression and reducing oil consumption. It lasts 
10,000 miles. $25,000 insurance is your assurance it will not harm the finest 
engine. Easily applied, acts while you drive. No ge up or costly repair bill. 
Only $3.95 postpaid. Free folder. Send cash, chec 


Independent Lab Tests Prove 
Fisher's SEAL 


 * Contains 133% more colloidal compound than the next leading 
brand! This means Fisher's Compression 
SEAL counteracts cylinder wear faster, lasts 
longer and is a better value. 


2. Can increase compression by as much as 
126%. A 1940 Olds’ compression was in- 
creased from 460 to 582 or a jump in 
power for 6 cylinders ay 122 Ibs. 


or M.O. Dealers Inquire. 


Box 7013, Dept. M-10 
ENGINEERING angeles 37, Calif. 


hauled. $50. Need V-8 60 used speed 
and 3.11 gears for ‘34 Ford. H. White, Box 2506 
Hillside Sta., Wichita, Kans. 

SELL—Red and genuine white calfskin leather 
custom upholstery for ‘49-'52 Chevrolet Bel Air. 
Includes headliner, seats, door and side gga 
$100. L. Ernst, 618 Michigan St., Toledo 2, O 
WANTED—Model A Ford four-door open touring. 
State condition, must be within a reasonable dis- 
tance of Conn. R. Camp, 4 Huntington Lane, 
Norwichtown, Conn. 

SELL OR SWAP—‘39 Cadillac 60 S four-door, beau- 


tiful shape, took prize money Chicago’s N 
Amphitheater May ‘52. Want late model Ford or 
Chevrolet for customizing. H. Bitterman, 2 
Waukegan Rd., Glenview, Ill. 

SELL OR SWAP—'32 V-12 Cadillac sedan, good 
condition, very good engine, $350 or part or full 


trade for Ruxton in same or better diti 
Mrs. J. Chronic, 426 S. Ardmore, Los Angeles, 
Calif. DUnkirk 46630. 
WANTED—Two doors for any year Lincoln Con- 
tinental two-door coupe, early model doors pre- 
ferred. Without power windows preferred to 
fitted to ‘41 hardtop. R. Legge, P.O. Box 940, 
London, Ontario, Canada. 
SELL OR SWAP—'39 Chevrolet Tudor, whitewalls, 
Continental, headers, mufflers, engine overhauled, 
new paint, lowered, radio, heater, customized. 
< offer over $450 or swap. What have you? 
R. Wake, Pella Rd., Oskaloosa, lowa. 
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Not Just Regrinds! 
? Precision Timing — Longer Lasting: 


ALMQUIST Famous “HI-TORQUE" Cams... 


Manufactured from NEW flame hardened PROFERAL castings to 
precision tolerances of/or—.0005 to give maximum output and dur. 
ability: Timed right and ground right for peak acceleration. 


Ne. 600 TRACK CAM . . . Used in America’s 
Rece Cers! Gives maximum end 
ACCELERA coming evt 


CAMS ror ALL MAKES . 


cam. 


ACK TAPPETS (5 ss) 


SPECIAL 15%" 
HI-TENSION V-8 SPRINGS 


ENGINEERING & MFG. Milford ED, Po. 


nt Supplie 
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FORD & MERCS . . . $46. OUTRIGHT (Grind your com 
ROAD ACCELERATION CAM . . . Gives the acceler- 
H ation of racing com with smoothness of @ stock com. 
FORD & MERCS . . . $36. OUTRIGHT (Grind your 
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LIST NET 


Degree Wheel (for 

Cam setting) (Full 

instructions on each) $15.95 $9.95 
Adjustable Pittman Arms 


(48 & earlier Ford)....19.95 14.95 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 
1100 McCallie Avenue Chattanooga, Tennessee 


Exhaust Baffles (Splits 
cross fire in center 
exhaust port 32-48 
Ford Merc). Also 

V8 60 types........ pair 


3.95 3.00 


SPRING BOOSTER 


GIVE YOUR CARA LIFT—WITH AIRLIFT 


See Your Dealer or Write 
2330 W. Main Street 


AIR LIFT CO. 


FOR 


LANSING, MICH, 


OVERLOADS 
IMPROVED ROADABILITY 
SAGGING SPRINGS 
TRAILER HAULING 


1950 1950 1951 1951 1952 1952 
Jan Jul Jan Jul Jan Jul 
Feb Feb [_] Aug[_] Mar Aug 
Mar |_| Sep Mar |_| Sep Apr [_] Sep 
Apr Oct Apr Oct [] Jun 
Nov |_| May!_] Nov 


Jun Dec [_] Jun Dec 
MOTOR TREND, Dept. 10 


5959 Hollywood Bivd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


$ for issues @ 25¢ 


$. for binders @ $2.25 
(Includes postage & handling) 


HERE'S A WONDERFUL 
WAY 10 START AN 
AUTOMOTIVE LIBRARY... 


and to have a storehouse of car facts and ideas 
at your fingertips: an armful of issues of MOTOR 
TREND. When your back ~ny collection is de- 
livered, you'll settle down 1. i0urs of good read- 
ing—you'll read and re-read some of the fasci- 
nating stories and valuable technical articles. 
They'll be handy for reference if you order MT 


Binders with them . . . they‘re good-looking brown | 


leatherette and each holds 12 issues. Start your 
MOTOR TREND library today! 


SELL—Five brand new Goodrich puncture seal first 
quality whitewalls, 6.70 x 15s in original wrappers. 
$125. L. Ernst, 618 Michigan St., Toledo 2, Ohio. 
WANTED—Reward of $25 for lead which results 
in my purchase of a curved dash Oldsmobile in 
restorable condition. R. Stewart, 7 Ardsley Terrace, 
Irvington, N.Y. 

SELL—’30 V-8 LaSalle conv. coupe, side mounts, 
six wire wheels, rumbleseat, good running condi- 
tion, easily restorable. R. Coolidge, 888 New 
Boston Rd., Fall River, Mass. 

WANTED—'28-'34 low mileage wire-wheel Lincoln or 
comparable custom classic—preferably Rolls. Also 
“‘standby’’ Cadillacs for original parts. Van Clespe 
Foundation, P.O. Box 1323, Little Rock, Ark. 
WANTED—Phaeton conv. coupe or sports body for 
Mode! J Duesenberg chassis. P. Scusa, Phoenix, N.Y. 
WANTED-—Lincoln Continental hardtop or conv., 
mint condition with or without engine, will con- 
sider one with good body but needs paint. Send 
description and best cash price. J. Frink, 2414 
Main St., Bridgeport, Conn. 

SELL—MG TD, 23,000 miles, black body, red up- 
holstery, excellent condition, radio, windwings, 
$1395 or trade for ‘50 or ‘51 Chev club coupe or Bel 
Air. B. Hiltunen, 1635 W. Orange St., York, Pa. 
SELL OR SWAP —'O8 four cyl. Olds touring, original 
condition, all accessories, in storage. Swap for late 
conv. Ford, Mercury or what have you? P. Wouden- 
berg, 11201 Penrose St., Sun Valley, Calif. 
WANTED—’37 Cord conv. Will trade ‘47 Willys two- 
wheel drive 2 ton pickup equipped with ‘50 
Mercury wheels, hub caps, 6.70 x 15 whitewalls 
and other extras. G. Geohead, 6326 East 4th St., 
Tulsa, Okla. 

WANTED—White steam car engine and boiler. K. 
Robbins, Huletts Landing, Washington County, N.Y. 
SELL—Late Mercury block assembly—3%4,"" bore, 414 
stroke, ported and relieved, road cam, four-ring 
pistons, adjustable tappets, 30 degree intake valves. 
All new parts. Don Francisco, 5959 Hollywood 
LA. 28, Calif. 

SELL—'07 Studebaker with ‘03 town car body, 
wonderful condition, runs like clock, best offer 
over $2000. Photos and additional information if 
interest in purchasing is earnest. F. Ross, AT2 USN, 
ZP-4 NAF Weeksville, Elizabeth City, N.C. 
SELL—Usable parts for ‘19 Auburn six touring; 
mostly mechanical. Send wants and | will send 
condition and price. F. Ross, AT2, USN, NAF Weeks- 
ville, Elizabeth City, N.C. 

WANTED—'41 Cadillac club conv. Also ‘32 to ‘48 
Cadillacs and LaSalles, V-8 or V-16s. Top price 
for best cars. Send details and photos. E. Allen, Jr., 
P.O. Box 544, 523 inford, Wash. 
SELL OR SWAP —'33 Packard Super Eight club 
sedan, automatic lubrication and ride control, 
classic lines. $325. C. Parker, 2502 Grove A., 
Boulder, Colo. 

SELL OR SWAP—‘49 German Triumph 125 motor- 
cycle, red, foot shift, lots of chrome, less than 
4000 kilometers. $200. C. Parker, 2502 Grove Ave., 
Boulder, Colo. 

SELL OR SWAP—'36 Packard 12 sports coupe; 
new tires, radio, heater, side mounts, trunk rack, 
new condition. $750. Would consider ‘37 Packard 
120 coupe in trade. W. Ellis, 8200 Epworth Blvd., 
Detroit 4, Mich. 


SELL—'40 Packard Super Eight, four-door, over- 
drive, radio, Lifeguard tubes, engine just over- 
hauled, excellent condition throughout. $395. E. 


Fog, 1032 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove, Calif. 
SELL—Catalogs, manuals, magazine ads on Ameri- 
can, foreign cars, trucks, racers, etc. Ask for list 
that interests you: A. American; B. foreign; C. 
Ads. W. McMillan, 8412 Flower Ave., Takoma 
Park 12, Md. 
SELL—’41 Graham Hollywood; good engine and 
running gear, excellent body with new red lacquer 
paint. $750. Would trade for clean Ford conv. H. 
Wymer, R #2, Lucasville, Ohio. 
WANTED—Good used complete Scintilla Vertex 
magneto to fit ‘51 Cadillac. State price. M. Illing- 
worth, P.O. Box 367, Albia, Ia. 
WANTED—Duesenberg, preferably model J, priced 
bly. Age, condition, body not too important. 
C. Mooney, 2817 Selma Ave., Knoxville, Tenn. 
SELL OR SWAP—‘24 Buick four-cyil. coupe, needs 
only minor repairs, for best offer or what have 
you? E. Whitman, Box 400, West Brookfield, Mass. 
SELL OR SWAP—Half mile sprint cor including 
trailer, extra parts for sports car or what have 
you? J. Francis, 403 Garden St., Hartford, Conn. 
SELL—One copy of The Autocar show number 1923; 
also one copy of Automobile Trade Journal, 1914. 
Both in good condition. $10 each. H. Denhard, 
RFD 2, Greenville, N.Y. 
SELL OR SWAP—For other- speed equipment McCul- 
lough supercharger including two pumps, all pulleys, 
etc. Water cooled type. For Ford V-8 engine, also 
4.11:1 ratio gears for rear, Ford V-8 prewar. H. 
Ceier, 4018 Brookside Ave., Fairlawn, N.J. 
SELL OR SWAP—'46 Harley-Davidson 45. Will swap 
for ‘33 to ‘36 Cadillac V-8 coupe with good 
body and fenders, or for old Packard roadster. 
J. Green, Rt. 5, Patton Hill Rd., Chillicothe, Ohio. 
SELL—Probably the last Wills Ste. Claire roadster; 
new tires, excellent grey paint and chrome, no 
dents in fenders and body, top needs recovering, 
runs well. F. Dunn, 227 N. Tenn. Ave., Martins- 
burg, W. Va. 
SWAP—Would like to make new contacts with col- 
lectors of radiator emblems. Also like to hear from 
non-collectors who might have rare emblems. F. 
Dunn, 227 N. Tenn. Ave., Martinsburg, W. Va. 
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Garages ° Service Sta- | 
tions ® Dealers Jobbers 
Send 25¢ for Wholesale 
(state if standard MG or with alu- 
minum valve plate cover breather ; 
149-52 FORD MERC-- 395 
49-52 FORD MERC | 
SUPER 3-PIECE : 
WIRE, LOOMS. 295 895 
| 
r 
i 
; 
| 
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Sixty 


HANDY 
COMBINATION 


A Gift You Can’t Forget 
A STURDY INDISPENSABLE 
pocket size tool kit. Excel- 
lent for EMERGENCY re- 
pairs, TUNE UP WORK 
on the road or at the 
LAKES. Useful around 
the home, fishing or 
hunting trips, etc. Made 
of high grade impor- 
ted tool steel. Forged 
and tempered. Shiny 
rust proof nickel 
plated finish. Size 
only 1%” x 5%”. 
Comes with beauti- 
ful leather carrying 


case: Satistacti 
BRANCH 


SALES C.O.D. Orders Filled 


2019 W. Pico Bivd., Dept. M-10, Los Angeles 6, Calif. 


RACING CAR 


Drivers & Builders Handbook 


New Thick Book by Jimmy 
Quisenberry (Former Editor 
of Speed Age) with Intro- 
duction by Russ Catlin... . 


ers everything ‘the begin- 
{ner needs to know—How to 
Start—How to Win—Drivers’ 
| tricks, Rules, Purses, Track 


signals; Gives associations. 

IN’ NCLUDES BUILDERS’ SPE- 
FOR RACING 

ORS, STOCK CARS, ROADSTERS, MIDG- 1 

ts. AND BIG CARS. 1 

CSaticé, a 


CLIP THIS AD! Rush My Big Handbook Today! 
Enclosed find $2.00 (0 Ship C.O.D. 
ALMQUIST ENGINEERING — Mi'ford 48T, Pa. J 


Plastic TRAV-|_-TRAY 


Fast and easy to install, fit any vehicle. 
Swings under instrument board when not 
in use. No rattle. Only $3.50 each post- 
paid. Send check, cash or money order to: 


OLLIE AUTO TOP, 2065 Hampton, St. Louis, Mo. 


AUTHENTIC RACE CAR 


“Easy to Assembie”’ 


Beautiful, realistic scale 
model race cars—Ideal for 
racin or ornaments! 
ig Detailed parts mostly § 
F ready shaped, rubber- 
tired wheels, etc. Easy 
Hobbiest 
SCALE CAR $498 | 
KITS only é 
Satisfaction 
Check Kit(s) Wanted: 
Enclosed find $............... 
Ship C.O.D. 
1 Midget Racer Roadster 1 
Indianapolis Racer English M.G. 
V-8 Stock Car Bluebird 
Streamliner 
i 


A ALMQUIST ENGINEERING—Milford 47-T, Pa. 


October 1952 


SELL OR SWAP—Muntz Jet, red with removable red 
leather top, 50. Swap for foreign, sports or 
unusual car, open job preferred. Could or 
meeting with reliable party. R. Cookston, 


Wicklow Pl., Dayton 6, Ohio. RA 3328 
SELL—’31 V-12 Fleetwood Cadillac conv. coupe; 
excellent mechanical condition, recent complete 


overhaul, body sound, but needs paint, top fair. 
$320 for this collector's item. G. Gregory, 14751 
E. Teton, Puente, Calif. 

SELL—‘49 Ford club coupe with ‘46 Cadillac engine, 
black, nice shape, all extras you can put on a 
car including Continental kit. Cash. shatee, available. 
E. Engle, 2310 Olive St., Long Beach, Ca 
SELL—Finned aluminum 8:1 head, intake 
man., and one stock Chrysler carb. All for ‘48 on 
ler Six. E. Engle, 2310 Olive St., Long Beach, Calif 
SELL—’37 supercharged Cord five-passenger conv., 
model 812 in good running condition. Make offer 
or ‘'! trade for Jaguar or ‘50 Cadillac. C. Corn- 
well, General Mitchell Field, Milwaukee, Wisc. 
SWAP—‘41 Lincoln Continental conv; radio, heater, 
overdrive, 2000 miles on rebuilt LaSalle engine. 
For ‘49 or later Mercury conv., Ford wagon, 
Plymouth Suburban. R. Grant, 1805 San Luis Dr., 
San Luis Obispo, Calif. 

SELL—’25 Moon four-door sports sedan, good tires, 
body, leather upholstery, engine recently gone 
over, needs a little work on the distributor. $175. 
C. Otto, 427 4th St., Marietta, Ohio. 


SELL—‘32 air cooled Franklin Six sports sedan; | 


quite rare, six wire wheels, runs good, easily re- 
storable. Make offer. A. Engnell, 8911 Independ- 
ence, Canoga Park, Calif. 
SELL—’33 Cadillac V-12 engine; aluminum crank- 
case, intake manifold, dual exhaust ignition, 
crank, pistons ae less carbs., fuel pump, 
transmission. $150 or best offer. L. Terry, RR 10, 
Box 709, Ferguson, Mo. 
SELL—'13 Model T car, engine in 
shape, body in good shape, tires in good shape. 
Will send pictures and full information on request. 
. Rex Radiator Service, 810 Shipman St., 
Peoria, Ill. 


Motorama Coming 


ACKARD’S FAMED new Pan- 
American, a magnificent sports car, 

will occupy the spotlight at the third an- 
nual MotoraMa exposition to be held in 
the Pan Pacific Auditorium in Los An- 
geles November to through November 16. 
Display of this beautiful new car, which 
may possibly be put into production on a 
limited basis, will be an exclusive show- 
ing on the West Coast. It is one of the 
latest of the ‘“‘Dream Car” series to come 


| out of Detroit. 


MorToraAMA once again will feature 
the finest custom cars, the biggest col- 
lection of foreign and sports cars and 
the greatest array of outstanding hot rods 
obtainable. In addition, there will be a 
large section devoted to classics, vintage 
machines, and antiques. 

Besides the hundred or more cars se- 
lected for their unusual interest, there 
will be a huge display of new parts. 
accessories, supplies, lubricants, etc., in 
the automotive field. This commercial 
display annually attracts equal attention 
with the glamour cars on exhibit. 

This year, the running time of Mo- 
TORAMA has been extended to seven days 
to better accommodate the anticipated 
record-breaking crowds of spectators. In 
five days last year, this exposition drew 
a patronage of 102,321. 

Most of the clubs and associations in 
the automobile, motorcycle and _ boat 
fields will be represented with unusual 
displays of their own depicting the club 
activities. 

Anyone desiring to enter an exhibit 
in the show, either commercial or non- 
commercial, is asked to write to Mo- 
TORAMA, Inc., 5959 Hollywood Boulevard, 
Los Angeles 28, California. 


... and what does YOUR 
dream car look like ? 


From the terrific response to AUTO Magazine’s 
Sports Car Design Contest come the top 15 indi- 
vidually designed sports cars—in dazzling array 
in the new October issue. Plus . . . Auto Trial: 
Austin A-40 Sports—Custom Jaguar—Sports Cars 
Go Army—The Osca, one of Italy’s most success- 
ful sports cars—Barker and Triumph powered 
Siatas—Mark Il Aston-Martin—Exclusive photo- 
story of a ride in the new Mercedes—Alfa pre- 
sents a radical new creation, “The Flying Disc.” 


... ON YOUR NEWSSTAND NOW IN 


THE NEW OCTOBER AUTO! 
NEW! 
e EXHAUST OUT! 
back in re- 


stricted areas 
from a handy 
dash control 
button. 


Universal, fits ALL exhausts! Engineered to 
install special fom without removing muffler. 


Eliminates bac in muffler. 
Zine Plated, each ‘$4.95 


Sent ppd. with enclosed check or money order. 
Guaranteed satisfaction or money 


BERT SALES CO, 
LINCOLN ron 
OHV 1952 V8 


& Power 
Send 25c for catalog 
REG. FUDGE, JR. 

19413 Scroll St., Reseda, Calif. 
Dealerships Available 


OWN A PIECE OF 
THE GOOD EARTH 


AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD! 


$5. to $15. acre buys California, 
Oregon, Washington ranch land. 
10 to 640 acre tracts sold on easy 
terms. 100% oil rights. Send 10c 
for & data on “PTS”. 
CIFIC LANDS 
Hollywood 28, California 


Box 2380-4 


MANUFACTURERS DISTRIBUTORS 
AUTOMOTIVE POWER EQUIPMENT 
SEND FOR OUR 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 50c 


ffenhauser 
EQUIPMENT CORP. 
PHONE Ave 
CA 2-1330 32 
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IF PRODUCTIVITY IS the fruit of man’s labors 
in the economic vineyards, how bountiful 
the harvest in the Arnolt fields! auToces- 
SORIES LTD., Division of Arnolt, Warsaw, 
Indiana, has just announced its zillionth con- 
tribution to the sports car world—a new 12- 
volt battery especially built for the MG. The 
battery is built to give extra long service 
. . . plates are made of antimonial lead and 
pure grain oxides . . . mat insulation is rub- 
ber and glass . . . cell covers are leakproof 

. . 75 amperes, 18-month guarantee ... 
available with standard wet charge or dry 
charge for indefinite storage. When you 
write for details, send 25c for their regular 
catalog. They’ve got everything! 


PROPERLY SHARED with all young men (and 
old) of good will—what with a holiday 
shopping season staring us in the eye any 
month now—is news of a most unusual gift 
for gals who like unusual gifts. It’s a “cos- 
tume jewelry” bracelet, handcrafted in Old 


Mexico of silver plated links and panels 
finished in antique Aztec bronze. Priced at 
$3.49 ppd. including tax. I wouldn’t string 
it together for that kind of money; maybe 
our Mexican brothers do it for love. Any- 
way, I’m told you can even get a belt to 
match at NEW MEXICO IMPORTERS, 
1508 W. 7th Street, Roswell, New Mexico. 
If you would please your lady fair... 


AND IF your padding is inadequate to meet 
the rigors of the football season just ahead, 
take a look at something that’ll allow you to 
put your weight where it belongs—on your 


back! This is the COMFY-BAK FOLDING 
SEAT manufactured by A. G. BUSCH & CoO., 
INC., 2632 No. Central Ave., Chicago 39, 
Hlinois. It’s sturdy steel and heavy duty can- 
vas . . . clasps simply and securely over any 


Sixty-two 


By Rollin Mack 


bench board . . . folds up to a small, light- 
weight, handy roll you can slip into your 
pocket ... a great gadget for protecting 
clothes from dusty benches. But the big 
pitch is the “give” in the frame that provides 
a nice easy back support. Retails for $3.25, 
available in green, red and blue. If you can’t 
get ducats on the 40 yard line, at least en- 
joy a comfortable seat. 


THE AMERICAN penchant for “improving” on 
foreign imports gives rise to a new “CONTI- 
NENTAL” touch for MG, the all-metal cHap- 
CO TIRE COVER. Snug fitting, smart, easily 
snapped on and off, this cover for 5.50 x 
15’s eliminates the soiling, sun-cracking, fad- 
ing ailments of the conventional fabric cov- 
ers. It comes primed . . . $19.95 express 
paid. Write CHApCcO, INC., 3037 Riverside 
Drive, Los Angeles 39, California. 


PEOPLE CONTINUE to be my favorite interest 
despite the plethora of gimmicks, gadgets and 
world-saving devices that fill my days like a 
Rube Goldberg montage. After winding up 
the past month on jury service in the Mu- 
nicipal Court of Los Angeles, it is pleasant 
to report that humanity is not yet lost. Ordi- 
nary citizens are conscientious, honest and in- 
telligent; the judges and officers of our 
courts are hard working, human and the 
aforementioned adjectives. My particular re- 
spects to two stalwarts of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Court System: Jim Kenealy who 
has charge of jurors, and does a wonderful 
job of restoring bent perspectives; and Judge 
Roger A. Pfaff, the man who made America 
aware of traffic court justice. The latter’s 
ideas should be heard by all good drivers 
as well as so many of the other kind. We'll 
try to arrange that. 


TO BE WILLING to lay your case on the line 
objectively, honestly—and take the conse- 
quences . . . should impress any fair minded 
jury. Barney Navarro (NAVARRO RACING 
EQUIPMENT, 5142 San Fernando Road, 
Glendale, Calif.) is willing—and ready and 
able—in the case of heads (particularly Na- 
varro heads) versus dual exhaust systems, 
dual point distributors, superchargers and all 
other modifications designed to increase 
horsepower in your Ford or Merc. Barney 
compares the unit cost of the various instal- 
lations, the resultant percentage increases of 
road horsepower (the kind that counts, de- 
livered at the rear wheels) and then figures 
the cost “per horse” increase for all entries. 
In case you’re in any doubt about the an- 
swers, the Navarros win by a head which is 
distance enough in any horse race. Barney is 
now prepared to take the consequences— 
more and bigger orders for Navarro heads. 


TO WORK FOR THE THINGS you take your 
bows for in this life is 99 and 44/100 per 
cent of the satisfaction. TASOPE PUBLISHING 
coMPANy, Aurora, Missouri gives you the 
step-by-step formula for achieving said satis- 
faction in the custom field. Its interesting 
new book “BUILD YOUR OWN CUSTOM SPORTS 
car” details the construction of the famous 
Martz Custom, gives you the complete text 
on how to design and build a “champion,” 
using “available” components at a fraction 
of stock production costs (in Mr. Martz’ 
ewn words: “Tells you how you can do 
it on your own salary even if you are 


underpaid”), even goes into the business of 
how to photograph your car for publication. 
This is a well conceived, beautifully exe- 
cuted publication; it belongs in every good 
motor library. 


THEY WANT a method of removing silicon 
polish film from car surfaces before spray 
painting. "Oo wants? All professional auto 
painters, that’s ‘oo! CURRAN CORPORATION 
of Lawrence, Massachusetts has developed it 
for them. The technique is described as 
“GUNKING” the entire car. You “GUNK” 
first, then do your solvent sanding without 
fear uf redeposit of silicon or embedding 
and grinding silicon into the paint or metal, 
finally rinse the surface clean with a water 
hose. Result—complete removal of all traces 
of wax, grit, resins and silicon deposits with 
a minimum of labor and effort. Write A. F. 
Curran for the 100 per cent answer to your 
pre-painting problems. 


IT CAN DOUBLE the pleasure of driving your 
hydramatic to install the new DUAL RANGE 
SELECTOR. For $12.95 you can save brakes, 
get extra power, faster acceleration, and have 
compression at all times. Check BARON EN- 
GINEERING, 4916 W. Venice Blvd., Los An- 
geles 16, California. 


THEIR STANDARD OF LIVING is strictly syba- 
ritic who carry their own swimming pool 
with them wherever they go. It’s easy with 
the new portable PETRIE SWIMMING POOL. 
No plumbing, no digging, no contractor . . . 


it can be assembled by one ambitious male 
in 30 minutes (substitute 20 in the case of 
one male supervised by one ambitious fe- 
male). Large enough for a good swim .. . 
it’s safe, solid, light! A lot of other wonder- 
ful features, details of which you can check 
with builder: PETRIE POOLS, 12210 Malone 
St., Los Angeles 34, California. $498.00 will 
bring you the pool along with the details. 
The motoring tie-in? Well, when you travel 
these days, you certainly can’t go without a 
swimming pool . . . and it does fold into a 
nice compact kit to carry on top of your car. 


EACH GENERATION adds its little shining coin 
to the scales of man’s progress. A yesterday 
gave us the automobile; today provides us 
rubber roads to drive it on. These natural 
rubber roads could easily prove the greatest 
single contribution to public safety, economy 
and comfort in the motoring age. Practical 
experiments have demonstrated that rubber 
provides a better riding surface, longer pav- 
ing life, better weathering characteristics. The 
GOODYEAR TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY can take 
a large bow for developing this newest 
stretch in highways. 
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MERCURY OLDSMOBILE 


CHEVROLET 


AT YOUR DEALER OR ORDER DIRECT 


“Every muffler is carefully inspected as to work ond 
before it is packed and shipped. = way we know that our 
mufflers, dual sets and balanced exhaust systems will 
LINCOLN fit your car with the minimum amount of time and 
effort and give you years of satisfactory service.—Howard Douglass 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Deep, mellow dual tone! Straight-thru type . . . Cuts back pressure up to 50% giving your car 
added POWER and ACCELERATION! SAVES your ENGINE. Steel-packed, 16 gauge seamless steel 
tube construction! WON’T RUST OUT! OUTLASTS 3 TO 5 ORDINARY MUFFLERS! Easy to install, fits 


same space your present muffler is in! at 
Chev., ‘37-'52 $7.00 ‘36-'48 & ‘49 Special, 6 4 8, 
Ford, 7.50 36-'47, Kaiser-Frazer, ‘47-'52, Merc., ‘49-'52 
| 6.86 Nash—all, Pontiac—all, Olds 6—'39-’ 50... .....$8.28 
Ford, ‘41- ‘52, Merc., ‘39-'48, ‘38-'48, Buick, ‘49-’ 52 9.00 
DeSoto, = Bodee, '38- Ply. “48, Hudson 6 & 8, ‘48-'52. 8.50 
Stude. V8, 8.00 Olds 8, a ‘52 9.00 
Chrys. 8, ‘38-’50, Lincoin—all, Continental all, Cosmopolitan— 
all, Packar: =] Mcdel A Ford A ‘29-'31 $9.15 


DOUGLASS DUAL SETS 


FORD TRUCKS Fl 35-40 V8 Ford $28.00 51-52 Stude V8, 49-52, Olds 88 & 98—all, 49-51 
41-48 V8 Ford 30.00 small Linceln—stendard or Hydra-Matic... contin $39. 
39-48 Merc., 49-52 Ford & Merc.—all... 34.00 37-52 Chevy. (except convert’s)... . 54.00** 


42-52 Dodge-Plymouth (except convert’ "59.00***  Cadiliac 50-51 V8 (Hydra-Matic only)... 
All dual sets complete with everything needed to install including instructions. 

**$15.00 refund for return of old Chevrolet manifold, prepaid. 
***$20.00 refund for return of old Dodge & Plymouth manifold, prepaid. 


EFFICIENCY 
by Douglass ECONOMY 


PERFORMANCE 


aler inquiries Invited 


eee: BALANCED EXHAUST SYSTEM 10 DAY FREE TRIAL @ "MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Complete Header and Dual Muffler kit includes: HEADERS; EXTEN- 10 DAY FREE TRIAL ¢ MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


SIONS; 2 STEEL PACK MUFFLERS; LEFT TAIL PIPE; ALL BRACKETS; 


CLAMPS AND GASKETS. Instructions for easy installation included. 1 Please send at once 10—MT 
ford. 0 Douglass “Steel Packed” Muffler Douglass Dual Set 
51-52 Stude V8 71.50 g () Doug I d Exhaust System for a 
49-51 Small Lincoln (std. or Hydra-Matic) 74.50 
49-51 Cadillac (Hydra-Matic only) ; 99.50 & 
(Specify year, make, model and type transmission) i SPECIFY YEAR, MAKE & MODEL OF CAR 
$15.00 C.O.D. Deposit for balanced exhaust system. TRANEMISSIO 
THE DOUGLASS PLAN—MONEY BACK. if not satisfied, t (CD Check or money order in full, encl -# 
return within 10 days and full purchase price will be refunded. Send § Oco. ¢ 
Check or Money Order. C.O.D.’s $2 deposit on singles, $15 on duals. 5 on pwd P jo pa 
Specify year, model and type of transmission. Hi - - 
Name. 
DOUGLASS MUFFLER MFG. CO. 
1916 W. VALLEY BLVD., Dept. 
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CRUISES AT 75-WITH POWER TO SPARE 


pp TO 35 MILES PER GALLON WITH OVERDRIVE 


DRIVER SEES ALL FOUR FENDERS 


First Car to Combine Such Luxury With Record Mileage! 

A blend of aero and auto engineering has created in the 

Aero Willys a new kind of car! Its ride is so cloud-soft and 

luxurious, you feel airborne. When you press the accelerator, 

it almost seems to sprout wings. Yet this amazing car gives TAKE AN SIRBORNE’ RIDE 
mileage up to 35 miles per gallon in overdrive*! Before you AT ANY WILLYS DEALERS 
buy any car in any class, drive an Aero Willys. ond, tim, sl 


WILLYS-OVERLAND MOTORS, Toledo, Ohio. cone. calle 


Willys builds for defense 
—military Jeeps, aircraft . 
parts, many other products. 


61-Inch-Wide Seating, both front F-Head Hurricane 6 Engine with 7.6 
and rear, provides luxurious spacious- compression tops all other American 
ness for six full-grown passengers. sixes in efficiency of power output. 
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